STARS

AND@
L

STRIPES.

stripes.com

Volume 73, No. 198 ©SS 2015

ud

, January 22, 2015

WERs] B (LB
0032 MRSBRAFATTEBEI7S Eff¥50

50¢/Free to Deployed Areas

P

r

Obama calls for war authorization, touts military policy

By Travis J. TRITTEN
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — President Barack
Obama used his State of the Union address
Tuesday to again urge Congress to pass an au-
thorization for war against the Islamic State.

The newest request from Obama comes
more than five months after U.S. and allied
forces began a concerted air campaign in Iraq
and Syria to “degrade and ultimately defeat”
Islamic State militants. So far, lawmakers
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have approved billions of dollars to pay for the
offensive and green-lighted an administration
plan to train moderate Syrian rebels but have
not weighed in with guidelines on how the war
should be waged.

Obama made the request for an authori-
zation, touted successes against Russia and
urged the hiring of veterans during his sixth
State of the Union speech, which called 2014 a
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“breakthrough year for America” and focused
heavily on reducing income inequality.

The president said the United States and
the coalition are stopping the Islamic State’s
advance but called for patience.

“It will require focus, but we will succeed,”
Obama said. “And tonight, I call on this Con-
gress to show the world that we are united in
this mission by passing a resolution to autho-
rize the use of force against ISIL. We need
that authority.”

SEE OBAMA ON PAGE 6
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President Barack Obama
delivers his State of the Union
address to Congress on Tuesday.
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QUOTE

OF THE DAY

“This isn’t a triumph
for feminism. This is a
triumph for prudishness.”

— Model Laura Lacole, on a
decision by the British tabloid The

Sun to no longer carry photos of
topless so-called “Page 3 girls.”

See story on Page 18
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McCain t

By Travis J. TRITTEN
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — Sen. John
MecCain opened the first Armed
Services Committee meeting of
the session as chairman Wednes-
day and fulfilled expectations by
criticizing the Obama adminis-
tration and warning about im-
pending military budget cuts.

The Arizona Republican and
new chairman called President
Barack Obama’s State of the
Union comments about over-
seas military successes “wish-
ful thinking” and asked foreign
policy luminaries Brent Scow-
croft and Zbigniew Brzezinski to
testify about “mindless” caps on
defense spending.

The GOP gained majority con-
trol in the Senate after November
elections, putting McCain back in
charge of the chamber’s top mili-
tary oversight committee, and fu-
eling speculation that the senator
would use the position to criticize
the president and Defense De-
partment priorities.

McCain said the president gave
an overly upbeat assessment in
Tuesday’s speech of improving
global security despite growing
concerns over Russia, China and
Islamic extremists in the Middle
East and Africa.

“That news came as a surprise
to anyone who has been paying at-

CuFF OWEN/AP

Zbigniew Brzezinski points at fellow former National Security
Adviser Brent Scowcroft as they testified before the Senate Armed

Services Committee on Wednesday.

tention to what has been happen-
ing around the world,” he said.
Obama touted his foreign poli-
cy and military strategy abroad,
saying that his administration’s
sanctions have left the Russian
economy in tatters as punishment
for meddling with Ukraine, and
that its practice of backing for-
eign local forces in lieu of supply-
ing ground forces is effectively
combating terrorism.
Meanwhile, McCain and his
party have begun an effort to lift
budgetary spending limits that
allow the DOD only a modest $1.7
billion increase this year. Caps
will remain in place into the next

decade and keep defense spend-
ing increases at about 2 percent.

“We are on track to cut $1 tril-
lion from defense budget by 2021”
even as the world order unravels
and U.S. security is imperiled,
McCain said.

The Senate Armed Services
Committee under McCain is
planning more foreign policy
hearings with high-profile intel-
lectuals and former officials such
as Wednesday’s duo of Scowcroft,
a retired lieutenant general who
was national security adviser to
President George H.W. Bush, and
Brzezinski, national security ad-
viser to President Jimmy Carter.

o fight DOD spending cuts

McCain opened the hearing
Wednesday by asking Scowcroft
and Brzezinski about the manda-
tory budget cuts, which are part
of a larger agreement struck in
Congress to reduce the federal
deficit over the coming years.
Other areas of the federal budget
also face the caps.

“It is a terrible way to deter-
mine force structure, strategy or
anything like it,” Scowcroft said.
“It is undermining our ability to
do what we need to do to remain
alert for the contingencies in the
world.”

The Senate hearing comes just
a day after the new chairman of
the House Armed Services Com-
mittee, Rep. Mac Thornberry,
R-Texas, unveiled his plans this
year to push back against the bud-
get caps and plans by the White
House and Pentagon to trim ser-
vicemember compensation and
retire some weapons systems.

The Obama administration and
the Defense Department are set
to release budget proposals for
the coming fiscal year in early
February. The release is likely to
set off an intense debate on Capi-
tol Hill about shifting spending
caps away from defense.

tritten.travis@stripes.com
Twitter: @Travis_Tritten

AF releases plan to cut costs, fix bureaucracy

By AMRITA JAYAKUMAR
The Washington Post

Air Force Secretary Debo-
rah Lee James outlined a three-
pronged program last week
aimed at cutting costs, speeding
the purchase of new technology
and taking a data-based approach
to improving the service’s inter-
nal bureaucracy.

As part of the program titled
“Bending the Cost Curve,” the
Air Force plans to create an in-
formation technology business
analytics office to inform its buy-
ing decisions about software in-
frastructure, set up a $2 million
competition for new technology
innovation and organize indus-
try events where government
officials can fast-track contracts

to companies that “wow” them,
James said in a speech at the
Atlantic Council, a Washington
think tank.

The drawdown in Afghanistan
and Iraq, and the subsequent
pullback in federal spending,
have made Pentagon officials in-
creasingly concerned about the
nation’s ability to maintain its
technological superiority. Sev-
eral prominent military leaders
have taken to the stump in re-
cent months to urge contractors
to be more innovative, warning
that Russia, China and others are
ramping up their investments.

Departing Defense Secretary
Chuck Hagel announced a long-
term plan last year that he dubbed
the Defense Innovation Initiative,
seeking to explore what cutting-

edge technologies and systems
the military should invest in, such
as 3-D printing, robotics and big
data.

The Pentagon has begun writ-
ing its procurement rules to cre-
ate more incentives for companies
to conduct research and develop-
ment. The Air Force’s effort aims
to complement that work.

For starters, the Air Force
will perform a “cost-capability
analysis” on four of its programs,
including the T-X jet trainer,
and the Air Force’s follow-on to
a space-based infrared system.
The idea is to gather data about
the benefits and trade-offs for a
program and then tweak it to cut
costs, James said. For example,
if a new jet is required to fly at a
certain speed, but the Air Force

learns through its data analysis
and collaboration with industry
that reducing the speed a little
would save millions of dollars, it
could use that knowledge to mod-
ify proposals, she said.

The Air Force also will set up
an office to analyze which soft-
ware systems it should buy and
their potential effectiveness.

Finally, the service will or-
ganize a series of events where
companies can show off products
around a certain theme. If offi-
cials like what they see, they can
use the special acquisition meth-
od to potentially award a contract
“in a few weeks,” she said. Even-
tually, the Air Force hopes to re-
duce the average time it takes to
award a contract to less than 10
months.
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Attack spurs EUCOM to bolster security

By JoHN VANDIVER
Stars and Stripes

U.s. mllnarymstallauunsacross
Europe are increasing security in
the wake of the recent terrorist at-
tack in Paris and disrupted plots
in Belgium, Germany and France,
U.S. European Command said
Wednesday.

“U.S. European Command di-
rected its component commands
to implement additional force-
protection measures and random
security enhancements at facili-
ties across the EUCOM area of
responsibility,” said Navy Capt.
Greg Hicks, EUCOM spokesman.
“We continually assess threats to
our forces with and alongside our
host-nation counterparts and take

appropriate measures based on
those assessments.”

Hicks declined to elaborate on
the specific steps being taken or to
offer an assessment of the threat.

Typically, enhanced force-pro-
tection measures can vary from
base to base. They can include
such actions as more stringent in-
spections of cars entering instal-
lations, random bag checks and
increased security patrols.

“We must be cognizant of the
increased risk of counter demon-
strations/revenge attacks,” said
a Jan. 15 advisory issued to the
Army community in Germany,
which also called for enhanced
measures. “While the current
focus may be situated around

events in France and Belgium,
similar violence may occur within
other countries in the USAREUR
area of operations or worldwide.”

Air Force wing commanders
have also made security enhance-
ments, said Capt. Sheryll Klinkel,
a spokeswoman for U.S. Air Forc-
es in Europe-U.S. Air Forces Af-
rica. She said commanders have
the authority to increase security
measures at their installations on
the basis of local conditions. Those
can take the form of “random se-
curity measures to test a unit’s
ability,” she said.

Some Defense Department
schools on base are also taking
steps to bolster security, such
as Kaiserslautern High School,

where officials advised parents
on Wednesday that security had
been elevated to force protection
“Bravo plus.” Parents are advised
to carry multiple forms of identi-
fication when picking up children,
and the school has implemented
other security measures, includ-
ing random backpack checks.

“As a school system, we rely ex-
clusively on commanders’ assess-
ment of threat conditions” and
for adequate security to provide
curricular and extracurricular
programs, said Bob Purtiman, a
DODDS-Europe spokesman.

Force-protection bulletins have
urged troops to remove from their
cars any stickers or decals that
identify them as servicemembers

or Americans. While that regula-
tion has been in place for several
years, some military communities
are now keeping a closer watch to
ensure the rules are followed.

The moves are the latest in a
series of recent actions by U.S.
European Command, which in
November ordered all military
personnel to refrain from wear-
ing uniforms off base. That direc-
tive was part of an effort to lower
the profiles of troops in the com-
munity. EUCOM also has urged
personnel to be cautious about re-
vealing too much information on
social media sites.

Stars and Stripes reporter Jennifer
Svan contributed to this report.
vandiver.john@stripes.com

A German police vehicle is parked outside a police station
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German police say checkpoints
aren’t targeting US drivers

By Marcus KLOECKNER
AND JENNIFER H. SvAN
Stars and Stripes

KAISERSLAUTERN, Ger-
many — Despite the timing of
random traffic checkpoints set
up Wednesday around the Kai-
serslautern and Baumbholder
military communities, German
police officials said they were not
targeting American drivers with
expired stateside licenses.

The traffic stops began at vari-
ous off-base locations Wednesday
morning. That’s about one week
after U.S. military officials con-
firmed that some German states,
including Rhineland-Palatinate,
are enforcing what the military
says is a new requirement that
Americans have a current state-
side driver’s license as well as a
U.S. Army Europe license to le-
gally drive on German roads.

Despite the timing, officials
with the police department in
Kaiserslautern said the traffic
stops were being conducted to
meet annual requirements and to

train police cadets, and were not
targeting Americans.

In Baumbholder, deputy chief
of police Herman-Josef Decker
said, “We do not do special checks
for Americans.”

In the Kaiserslautern area,
where at least four checkpoints
were reported, including in down-
town Weilerbach and near the
Vogelweh and Pulaski military
installations, a police spokes-
woman said such traffic stops are
aroutine part of police business.

But if an American were
stopped, he or she would be ex-
pected to have a valid stateside
license as well as a USAREUR
license, she said.

Traffic stops at various loca-
tions were expected to continue
but police officials could not say
on which days.

During a traffic stop, German
police may ask to see documenta-
tion; check for the required safety
triangle, vest and first aid kit; or
assess whether a car’s tires are
adequate, among other checks.

Military officials on Wednes-
day advised Americans to take
any citations received to their
military police station and base
legal office and to notify their
chain of command.

Meantime, base officials at
Ramstein Air Base confirmed
that for Americans driving on
base, a current USAREUR cer-
tificate of license and a valid ID
are sufficient.

Last week, USAREUR officials
warned personnel without a cur-
rent stateside driver’s license
to avoid driving on public roads
while the U.S. seeks to clarify
with Germany what USAREUR
says is a new policy governing
driving rules in the country.

German law enforcement of-
ficials in the state of Rhineland-
Palatinate have warned that
violators could have their cars
impounded or towed and could
face fines or even confinement
for repeat offenses.

svan.jennifer@stripes.com
kloeckner.marcus@stripes.com

Experts in AFN slaying trial
say sailor was strangled

By MarT MILLHAM
Stars and Stripes

RAMSTEIN AIR BASE, Ger-
many — American and German
autopsies came to the same conclu-
sion about the death of Dmitry Che-
pusov, the American sailor whose
body was found in an automobile
during a traffic stop in Kaiserslaut-
ern, Germany, in December 2013:
He was strangled.

Dr. Matthias Kettner, a Ger-
man forensic pathologist, and Dr.
Dori Franco, an Army major and
the military’s regional medical ex-
aminer for Europe, both testified
this week at the court-martial of
Staff Sgt. Sean Oliver, the airman
charged in Chepusov’s death. They
agreed that the sailor was llkely
manually strangled, meaning
somebody used his hands to choke
him to death.

Kettner, who said he has done
between 1,500 and 2,000 autopsies
in his career, said nothing he found
contradicted or was inconsistent
with that finding.

Franco, who conducted the sec-
ond autopsy on Chepusov, said
her findings essentially mirrored
Kettner’s, though she didn’t have
access to his report when she con-
ducted her own examination.

Kettner removed tissue from
Chepusov’s neck that German au-
thorities held on to for nine months
before turning it over to Air Force
investigators. Franco said she
got to examine that neck tissue in
September.

She said that after examining
the tissue, which included carti-
lage, a small neck bone and other
organs, she changed the conclu-
sion of her autopsy from injuries to
the head and neck “consistent with
strangulation” to a simpler finding
of “strangulation.

Oliver’s defense questioned
both examiners about the possibil-
ity that Chepusov might have died
from a carotid sinus reflex, a reac-
tion in which the heart stops in re-
sponse to grabbing the neck.

Kettner and Franco both said
they couldn’t rule it out. Kettner
said there are no studies of the
reflex, since inducing it stops the
heart and could kill potential test

largely theoretical.

However, Kettner said, citing the
medical literature on the reflex,
that it results from a momentary
grabbing of the neck. Chepusov’s
injuries, which include damage to
every neck muscle from the front
of the neck to the spine, as well as
fractures to cartilage and a bone in
the throat, appear to be the result
of significant force over a period of
time, both pathologists testified.

Neither Franco nor Kettner
could say how long he was stran-
gled. Kettner said there’s evidence
in medical literature that suggests
someone could die from strangula-
tion in as little as a minute, but it
can take much longer. Strangula-
tion typically leads to unconscious-
ness in 10 to 15 seconds, Franco
said. Kettner said strangulation
generally takes longer when the
victim is fighting back. Injuries to
Chepusov’s arms and wrists were
indicative of defensive wounds,
both pathologists testified.

Prosecutors, who have charged
Oliver with premeditated murder,
have alleged that he continued to
choke Chepusov long after he lost
consciousness in order to kill him.

Oliver, in a statement to Air
Force investigators in December
2013, said that he choked Che-
pusov to knock him out after he
became belligerent, but not to kill
him. Oliver was pulled over with
Chepusov’s body in the passenger
seat of his car early in the morning
of Dec. 14, 2013.

A paramedic who arrived on the
scene testified Tuesday that medi-
cal personnel tried to get a tube
down Chepusov’s throat to per-
form rescue breathing, but they
were unable to get his mouth open.
Paramedic Frank Diekberdel said
he didn’t know why the mouth
wouldn’t open, but “mechanically,
it was just not possible.”

Franco and Kettner both testi-
fied it was possible that was a sign
of rigor mortis. The jaw is one of the
first muscles to freeze up, Kettner
said. But knowing that doesn’t nec-
essarily provide any insight into
exactly when Chepusov died, both
Kettner and Franco said.

ml\lham manhew@strlpes com
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Congressmen blast VA over construction debacles

By HeaTH DruzIN
Stars and Stripes

In the latest black eye for the
Department of Veterans Affairs,
congressmen grilled officials
Wednesday over construction
mismanagement that has cost
hundreds of millions of dollars in
overruns and delayed major proj-
ects by years.

“It’s long past time for these
projects, marred by bureaucratic
ineptitude, to be complete,” House
Committee on Veterans Affairs
Chairman Rep. Jeff Miller, R-Fla.,
said during a hearing on VA con-
struction problems.

The hearing was prompted by
several recent flaps over major
projects, including anew VA medi-
cal center in the Denver suburb of
Aurora, Colo., where a contractor
walked off the project after major
delays and huge cost overruns. A
recent Government Accountabil-
ity Office report found that, on
average, the largest VA projects

were three years late and $376
million over budget.

Speaking in front of the com-
mittee, Deputy VA Secretary
Sloan Gibson said the department
is overhauling the way they do
construction and that “veterans
and taxpayers are right to expect
more and they deserve much bet-
ter from their VA.”

“The situation in Denver is unac-
ceptable and I apologize,” he said.

The Colorado medical center,
expected to cost $328 million and
serve nearly 400,000 veterans,
could end up costing more than $1
billion — more than the sprawling,
heavily fortified U.S. Embassy in
Baghdad. After the project’s con-
tractor, Kiewit-Turner, walked off
the job two weeks ago, the VA had
to negotiate with the company to
get it to return. The Army Corps
of Engineers assumed oversight of
the project.

Gibson said Congress will
likely need to authorize hundreds
of millions more before June

to keep construction going.

“This is a FUBAR on steroids if
T've ever seen one. ... I feel like ’'m
in the Twilight Zone when I listen
to this,” Rep. Phil Roe, R-Tenn.,
said, using a military slang acro-
nym that includes an obscenity.
“I'm not sure the VA should ever
build a hospital.”

Gibson agreed that the Colorado
situation was “embarrassing” and
said everything is on the table,
including getting out of the con-
struction business.

“It may well be that the best
outcome for veterans and taxpay-
ers is we turn to the Corps and say,
‘Corps, you build our hospitals,”
he said.

The Colorado facility is one of
several huge projects that have
faced serious problems. A VA med-
ical center in Las Vegas expected
to cost $325 million could now cost
nearly $600 million and be com-
pleted seven years late. A center
in Orlando, Fla., is expected to be
completed nearly five years late

— and 10 years after construction
began — at 2.5 times the original
cost estimate.

Earlier this month a federal
judge ordered a halt to construc-
tion on a project in Los Angeles,
planned as an amphitheater to
host alternative therapy sessions
for veterans and their families
after he ruled it was being built on
“contested property.”

Gibson laid out an eight-point
plan to improve VA construc-
tion management, which aims to
strengthen project planning and
oversight, including mandatory
pre-construction reviews by a pri-
vate firm.

“This does not excuse our fail-
ure to have these measures in
place years ago, but it does mean
that — as they are relevant to
particular phases of construction
— these and other measures are
being applied now to our 53 ongo-
ing major projects,” he said.

That wasn’t enough for some on

the committee, who asked why the
changes had taken so long when
VA’s construction practices have
been under scrutiny for years. VA
officials testified in front of the
same committee less than a year
ago, saying they had reformed
construction practices.

“Why ignore repeated warn-
ings of VA mismanagement?” Rep.
Mike Coffman, R-Colo., asked.

Gibson, who took his post after
most of the problems had surfaced,
said the department is committed
to holding accountable those re-
sponsible for the debacles.

“The project executive and con-
tractor officer [for Aurora] were
removed from those particular
positions. A more complete look at
what happened in Denver will be
looked at by the [VA inspector gen-
eral],” he said. “The issue is being
able to document the individual ac-
countability with evidence.”

druzin.heath@stripes.com
Twitter: @Druzin_Stripes

Bill to overhaul veterans suicide prevention programs moves forward in Senate

By Travis J. TRITTEN
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — A bill to
overhaul veteran suicide preven-
tion efforts took another step for-
ward in Congress on Wednesday.

The Clay Hunt SAV Act, named
after a Marine vet who committed
suicide in 2011, was passed by the
Senate Veterans Affairs Committee

and now must pass a vote in the full
Senate to become law. The House
overwhelmingly passed the bill
with 403 votes earlier this month.

The bill calls for a one-stop
Department of Veterans Affairs
website with suicide prevention
resources for veterans, incentives
for more psychiatrists and a re-
view of current programs.

“When you have 8,000 veter-

ans a year committing suicide —
which is more veterans than have
died in all of Iraq and all of Af-
ghanistan since we’ve been fight-
ing — then you have a serious
problem, and this is emergency
legislation that we need to pass to
help our veterans,” Sen. Johnny
Isakson, R-Ga., who became the
new committee chairman this
month, said in a news release.
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Purple Heart awarded 70 years late

Former soldier and airman survived Bataan Death March, served in Korea

By JoN HARPER
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — Former
soldier and airman Jesse Balta-
zar received the Purple Heart
on Tuesday, more than 70 years
after he was wounded in action in
the Philippines and forced to par-
ticipate in the infamous Bataan
Death March.

Baltazar joined the U.S. Armed
Forces Far East in 1941 after the
Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor
and threatened to invade his na-
tive Philippines. The Philippines
was a U.S. territory at the time.

“The war broke out and ... they
needed men,” Baltazar told re-
porters when asked why he chose
to join the U.S. military.

Baltazar “answered the call to
arms when the homeland was at-
tacked,” Army chief of staff Gen.
Ray Odierno told attendees at the
award ceremony at Joint Base
Myer-Henderson Hall, Va.

Baltazar, a member of the Ar-
my’s 71st Battalion, was wounded
in the leg by shrapnel when Japa-
nese planes bombed his camp on
March 15,1942, Because facilities
and supplies were limited, he had
to undergo surgery in the jungle,

with little anesthesia.

A few weeks later, U.S. and
Filipino troops on the Bataan
Peninsula were forced to surren-
der when the Japanese took over
the Philippines after months of
fighting.

The Imperial Japanese Army
forced their prisoners to march 60
miles. The POWs were subjected
to physical abuse and disease,
and many died. That event be-
came known as the Bataan Death
March.

Still recovering from his
wounds, Baltazar was forced to
use a bamboo stick as a cane when
the march began. Three days into
the ordeal, he managed to escape,
hiding on a fishing boat until he
was able to return home.

Baltazar later joined the Fili-
pino resistance movement, which
waged a guerrilla war against
Japanese troops until American
forces returned to liberate the is-
lands in late 1944.

Despite being wounded in ac-
tion, Baltazar was not awarded the
Purple Heart at the time because
the Army lost some of his records.
Over the past two years, his fam-
ily and other supporters helped
him reconstitute his records and

campaigned for him to receive
the medal. Secretary of State John
Kerry, a Vietnam veteran, lent his
weight to the effort, according to
Baltazar.

“This award is 70 years over-
due,” Odierno said. “It’s impor-
tant for all of us who have worn
the uniform of the United States
Army [to] ensure that those who
have earned awards through their
service be recognized, especially
those who have served with dis-
tinction and sacrificed selflessly
for this great nation of ours.”

Baltazar’s wife and five children
were on hand to see him finally get
the recognition he earned.

“We have heard these stories
of how he was wounded since we
were little children,” Baltazar’s
son, Thomas, told reporters. “And
really the question came up a
couple years ago [when Jesse
Baltazar was writing a book about
his service]: Where’s the Purple
Heart? ...

“And through a series of events
we come to this day, and it’s fan-
tastic for our family.”

Jesse  Baltazar  expressed
gratitude for receiving the
recognition.

“I'm very grateful that finally

I got it, and that all the members
of my family were here today to
witness it,” he told reporters. “I'm
sure they’ll never forget it, and
they can pass [the story and the
medal] on to the next generation.”

Baltazar’s career in public ser-
vice didn’t end after World War
II. After he was discharged from
the Army, he moved to the United
States and received an Air Force
commission in 1948, becoming
the first native-born Filipino to
join that service.

He served in the Korean War
as part of the Air Force Office of
Special Investigations and later
retired at the rank of major.

After he left the military, Balt-
azar joined the State Department,
and served as a deputy provincial
adviser in Vietnam from 1966 to
1970.

He retired from the State De-
partment in 1988, but later re-
turned as a contractor.

“It’s a story of valor and cour-
age. A story of an America patri-
ot, soldier, airman and diplomat,”
Odierno said when reflecting
on Baltazar’s decades of public
service.

Thomas Baltazar, 57, followed
in his father’s footsteps, and

Jon Hareer/Stars and Stripes

World War Il veteran Jesse
Baltazar wears the Purple Heart
after an award at ceremony at
Joint Base Myer-Henderson Hall,
Va.

served in the U.S. Army for 26
years before retiring at the rank
of colonel.

“He’s my role model,” the
younger Baltazar said. “We are
all about service [in my family],
and it’s because of [Jesse].”

Jesse Baltazar, 94, was asked
the secret to his longevity.

“Eat a lot of vegetables,” he
joked.

harper.jon@stripes.com
Twitter: @JHarperStripes
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All-You-Can-Eat Prime Rib

Club Takemiya

246-8077

National Blood Donor Month Discount

From January 2 through April 30, the Delj, Kosano Dining
Room and Warehouse Restaurant will be closed due to
renovations. During this time, the Kurofune Lounge, Cash
Cage and Slot Machine Room will be operating on
adjusted hours: Kurofune Lounge - Sunday through
Thursday from 1600 to 2300 and Saturday & Sunday
from 1600 to 0100. Cash Cage & Slot Machine Room —
Open daily from 1000 to 2300.

Tuesdays from 1700 to 2100

Treat yourself and indulge in our all-you-can eat prime
rib accompanied with a wonderfully prepared buffet.
Limited menu is also available. Only $22.95

Club Alliance 243-3000

CPO Club 243-5506
(PO Club Dining room is open to all hands all the time!
Mongolian BBQ

Wednesdays from 1700 to 2100

Grab your chop sticks and mix up your own Mongolian
BBQ and feast on our huge variety of meats, vegetables,
sauces and condiments, Asian soup, pancit and fried
rice..75¢ per ounce.

Sunday Brunch

Sundays from 0900 to 1330

A delightful selection of hot entrées, bountiful salad bar,
roasted meat carving station, made-to-order omelettes,

crepes, pancakes, waffles plus our delectable dessert bar.

Open to all hands. Only $16.95 Adults, $8.50 kids 8-11,

Girls Night Out with Wine Tasting & Girly Games
Friday, January 23 from 1900 to 2200 in 3rd Floor Ballroom
Get your tickets early! Ladies only and all welcome. Tickets
available on-site at the Cash Cage on the 2nd floor.

Super Bowl Texas Hold ‘em Tournament

Saturday, January 31 at 1900 in 3rd Floor Sports Bar

$500 Guaranteed jackpot in NEX gift card. Compli-
mentary Happy Hour, buffet and cash bar. 15 players
minimum, $50 buy in or extra chips are allowed for the
first 30 minutes only; $25 for $2500 in chips. House rules
in place.

All Hands Bingo

Saturdays starting at 1100 in 3rd Floor Ballroom

Over $22,000 in cash is up for grabs every Saturday! Card
sales start at 1100, first game starts at 1300. If it's your
birthday week you will receive a free paper package plus
a special treat. No children allowed. Open to 18 and up
only.

Daily in January

Donate blood and you'll save lives AND money! Show us
your “I donated” sticker and receive $1 off the dessert of
your choice with purchase of lunch or dinner entrée.
Lunch

Wednesday-Saturday from 1100 to 1330

Need a break? Club Takemiya is open for lunch! Get out of
the house or office — call your family and friends! Try our
monthly special or choose one of your favorites from our
recently expanded core menu. (lub Takemiya will be open
for lunch on TUESDAYS starting February 3. . . one more
day of deliciousness!

Mongolian BBQ

Thursday from 1700to 2100

For 75¢/oz., build your own bowl with a variety of meats
and veggies topped off with the seasonings of your
choice! Guess the price of your meal within .5¢ and your
meal is FREE!! Core menu also available.

Scrumptious Sunday Brunch

Sunday from 0900 to 1330

Try our delicious mix of breakfast and lunch selections
featuring crisp salads, sweet assortment of desserts and
made to order omelets. $13.95
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State of Obama-GOP union is unchanged

By Davip Espo
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President Barack
Obama says it’s time to turn the page after
years of economic hardship at home and
wars overseas. But Republicans in charge
of Congress say the voters already took
care of that last November — and they’re
the proof.

“Much of what he did tonight ... new
taxes, new spending is sort of the same
old thing that we’ve heard over the last six
years,” said newly installed Senate Major-
ity Leader Mitch McConnell, of Kentucky,
not long after the president wrapped up
a State of the Union speech studded with
veto threats and challenges to newly em-
powered congressional Republicans.

“What I had hoped was the president was
going to focus on areas of possible agree-
ment. There are a few: trade, tax reform,
infrastructure,” said McConnell, who was
on the receiving end of a presidential barb
about climate change.

House Speaker John Boehner, McCo-
nnell’s partner atop the leadership of the
new, Republican-controlled Congress,
agreed. “Finding common ground is what
the American people sent us here to do, but
you wouldn’t know it from the president’s
speech tonight,” he said.

The two Republican leaders spoke after
Obama declared the “shadow of crisis has
passed,” with the economy growing and
joblessness falling. He unfurled an agenda
on taxes, spending, social programs, ener-
gy and foreign policy notably at odds with
Republican priorities, although he ended
with a plea for the two parties to “debate
without demonizing one another” and find
compromise where possible.

The speech was the sixth State of the
Union address of Obama’s presidency, and
the first with Republicans holding majori-
ties in both houses of Congress.

That produced a split-screen sort of re-
sponse in which Democrats seated on one
side of the House chamber repeatedly rose
to their feet and applauded the president,
‘while Republicans who intend to vote down
his proposals sat silently. When Obama
promised to send Congress a budget “filled

Manoer Nean, Pool/AP

President Barack Obama shakes hands with Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel as
Attorney General Eric Holder watches after Obama delivered the State of the Union
address on Tuesday at the U.S. Capitol in Washington.

with ideas that are practical, not partisan,”
a disbelieving snicker swept through the
rows of Republicans.

Boehner wasn’t the only Republican who
said Obama had not taken the results of
last fall’s election to heart.

“We’re not going to raise taxes. He
knows we’re not going to raise taxes. So
I'm kind of surprised he paid lip service to
that,” said Wisconsin Rep. Paul Ryan, the
chairman of the tax-writing House Ways
and Means Committee.

The centerpiece of Obama’s economic
proposals was an increase in the capital
gains rate on couples making more than
$500,000 annually, to 28 percent, coupled
with higher taxes on some estates and a
fee on the roughly 100 U.S. financial firms
with assets of more than $50 billion.

Much of the $320 billion that would be
raised would be ticketed for the middle
class, in the form of a $500 tax credit for
some families with two working spouses,
expansion of the child care tax credit and
a $60 billion program to make community
college free.

For that, Obama drew condemnation
from Senate Republicans.

“Calling for expanding the death tax
and raising the rates on capital gains, like
the president did tonight, makes clear this
White House is more about redistribution
and populist class warfare than about actu-
al bipartisan tax reform,” said Sen. Orrin
Hatch, the Utah Republican who chairs
the Senate Finance Committee and will
have a key role in negotiations on any tax
overhaul legislation in the next two years.

New senator
delivers GOP
speech reply

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The new Republican
Congress understands Americans’ suffer-
ing from the economy, health care system
and Washington gridlock and will steer
the country away from President Barack
Obama’s failed policies, a newly minted
GOP senator is promising.

Making calls for bipartisanship with a
flexing of GOP muscle, freshman Sen. Joni
Ernst, R-Towa, called on Obama on Tues-
day night to cooperate with Republicans to
simplify the tax code by lowering rates and
eliminating unspecified loopholes. In the
party’s official response to Obama’s State
of the Union message, B
Ernst also called for Rl -
an easing of trade bar- T
riers with Europe and
Asia. And she listed
a parade of looming
clashes with the presi-
dent, including GOP
efforts to force con-
struction of the Key-
stone XL oil pipeline,
balance the budget
without raising taxes
and restrict abortions.

“Americans have been hurting, but when
we demanded solutions, too often Washing-
ton responded with the same stale mindset
that led to failed policies like Obamacare,”
Ernst said, referring to the Obama health
care overhaul that Republicans loathe.
“It’s a mindset that gave us political talking
points, not serious solutions.”

The speech made no mention of immigra-
tion, an issue dividing Congress as Repub-
licans work to overturn Obama’s executive
actions extending deportation protections
to millions.

Emnst

Obama: President cites ‘costly lessons, defends current war strategy

FROM FRONT PAGE

The White House maintained
after the start of operations in Iraq
and Syria in August that the war
could be waged without approval
from Congress by relying on ear-
lier war authorizations passed in
2001 and 2002 to fight al-Qaida
and Saddam Hussein.

The president appeared to
change course in November after
Democrats lost in the midterm
elections and said he would wel-
come an updated authorization.
The White House and lawmakers
have been at odds over whether
the process should begin with a
formal detailed request from the
president.

Foreign, military policy

Obama said Tuesday night that
the U.S. has learned “costly les-
sons” in the wars launched after
9/11. But he said the current mili-
tary strategy of avoiding a new
ground war against the Islamic

and

The ration’s econom-

State through steady
a proxy army is succeeding.

“Instead of getting dragged into
another ground war in the Middle
East, we are leading a broad co-
alition, including Arab nations, to
degrade and ultimately destroy
this terrorist group,” he said.
“We're also supporting a moder-
ate opposition in Syria that can
help us in this effort, and assisting
people everywhere who stand up
to the bankrupt ideology of violent
extremism.”

The U.S. is using similar strate-
gies of partnering with countries
around the world “from South
Asia to North Africa” and back-
ing local forces against terrorists
instead of sending large combat
forces abroad, Obama said.

“Instead of Americans patrol-
ling the valleys of Afghanistan,
we've trained their security forc-
es, who've now taken the lead, and
we’ve honored our troops’ sacri-
fice by supporting that country’s
first democratic transition,” he
said.

ic policies are also winning the
struggle with Russia, which last
year annexed Crimea and helped
fuel a civil war in neighboring
Ukraine under President Vladi-
mir Putin, Obama said.

“Last year, as we were doing the
hard work of imposing sanctions
along with our allies ... Mr. Putin’s
aggression, it was suggested, was
amasterful display of strategy and
strength,” he said. “Well, today, it
is America that stands strong and
united with our allies, while Rus-
sia is isolated, with its economy in
tatters.”

Veterans

In the days leading up to the
speech, veterans groups said they
were hoping to hear the president
speak on health care improve-
ments. Obama said the country
is working to ensure vets have
access to the highest quality care
and also gave a nod to veteran
employment.

“Already, we’ve made strides to-
wards ensuring that every veteran
has access to the highest quality
care,” he said. “We’re slashing the
backlog that had too many veter-
ans waiting years to get the ben-
efits they need, and we’re making
it easier for vets to translate their
training and experience into civil-
ian jobs.”

The president made a passing
reference to the troubles at the
Department of Veterans Affairs
national system of hospitals and

Click today...cash today~
www.militaryloans.com

“We love to say yes”*

clinics and a massive overhaul bill
he signed in August.

He also mentioned that an initia-
tive called Joining Forces headed
by first lady Michelle Obama and
Jill Biden helped almost 700,000
vets and military spouses find
Jjobs.

“So to every CEO in America,
let me repeat: If you want some-
body who’s going to get the job
done, hire a veteran,” he said.

tritten.travis@stripes.com
Twitter: @Travis_Tritten
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‘American Sniper’ comes under fire

War film decried as
propaganda by some,
praised as veterans’
paean by others

The Washington Post

The makers of “American Snip-
er” said they wanted the movie to
be a thoughtful character study of
the most lethal military sniper in
U.S. history.

But the movie — which shat-
tered box-office records over the
holiday weekend with $105 million
in sales — has also inflamed the
debate over America’s controver-
sial wars, with one side decrying
it as jingoistic propaganda and an-
other defending it just as fiercely
as a paean to the country’s under-
appreciated veterans.

In West Los Angeles, a billboard
for the film was vandalized over
the weekend with the word “Mur-
der!” written in red spray paint.

Michael Moore and Seth Rogen
took to social media to air their
thoughts, though they both later
backtracked. Director Moore ap-
peared to slam the glorification of
sniper Chris Kyle in the film, writ-
ing on Twitter: “My uncle killed
by sniper in WW2. We were taught
snipers were cowards. Will shoot
u in the back. Snipers aren’t he-
roes.” Rogen compared the movie
to a Nazi propaganda movie that
appears at the end of Quentin Tar-
antino’s “Inglourious Basterds.”

The backlash — from politi-
cians, veterans and other celebri-
ties — was swift.

“They aren’t attacking a conser-
vative right of America. They are
going after the fabric of America
at a time when it is celebrating a
hero and when the country needs
a hero,” author and former Navy
SEAL sniper instructor Brandon
Webb said in an interview.

Country singer and veteran
Craig Morgan wrote to Seth
Rogen on Facebook: “I'm sick and
tired of people like you running
your mouth when you have no
idea what it takes for this country
to maintain our freedoms. If you
and anyone like you don’t like it,
leave.”

Sarah Palin wrote on Facebook:
“God bless our troops, especially
our snipers.”

The exchanges became the lat-
est flashpoint to emerge from the
country’s divergent assessments
of its 13-year military engage-
ment overseas. The movie stirred
up a host of questions surround-
ing the way we treat veterans,
whether the wars were worth the
immense sacrifice, and how to
judge actions taken by soldiers in
the heat of battle.

The debate also hints at anoth-
er gulf in American politics: the
plummeting number of Ameri-
cans who serve in the armed
services. Military analysts said
that has given rise to a widening
cultural divide between civil-
ians and combat veterans. Today,
about 0.5 percent of Americans
serve in the military, a smaller
share than at any other time since
World War IT.

Warner Bros. Pictures

Bradley Cooper plays U.S. Navy SEAL sniper Chris Kyle in “American Sniper.”

‘The movie has become more a film that
people want to see because they want to be
part of the national conversation around it. 7

Phil Contrino
BoxOffice.com movie analyst

But the movie’s popularity tran-
scended those differences, said
Dan Fellman, head of distribution
for Warner Brothers, which re-
leased the movie.

“Red state, blue state, small
town or big city, across the board
the film broke records everywhere
and resonated with all audiences,”
said Fellman. “Every once in a
while, a movie comes along that
reaches the core of movie-goers,
that resonates emotionally to all
audiences.”

The controversy surrounding
the film wasn’t the key to “Amer-
ican Sniper’s” initial success,
but the heated conversation
around it has created a powerful
swirl of interest.

“The movie has become more
a film that people want to see be-
cause they want to be part of the
national conversation around it,”
said Phil Contrino, a movie ana-
lyst at BoxOffice.com.

Twitter said discussion around
the film was more than double the
volume of the average for films.
The hashtag “#liberalwarmovies”
'was one of the highest-trending top-
ics of Tuesday, with conservatives
mocking left-leaning critics of the
movie for being out of touch with
and insensitive to the sacrifices of
military. Facebook data showed
the film sparked the most active
conversations in traditional red
states such as West Virginia, Wyo-
ming, Kentucky and Oklahoma.
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“Amerian  Sniper,” directed
by Clint Eastwood and starring
Bradley Cooper, was based on the
memoir of U.S. Navy SEAL Chris
Kyle and his four tours in Iraq be-
tween 2003 and 2009.

Kyle was no ordinary soldier.
Before he was shot to death at a
Texas gun range in 2013, Kyle
claimed he killed at least 150
people while working as a sniper
in Iraq. He oozed conviction and
charisma. He wore big boots. He
spoke with a languid Texas drawl.
He wrote a best-selling memoir.
He made millions.

And then there were the tales
Kyle told about himself, which
came under increasing suspicion
after numerous journalists tried —
and failed — to corroborate them.
Among them: Kyle once said he
shot dead two armed Texas thugs
who wanted to steal his truck. He
said he traveled down to New Or-
leans and killed 30 bad guys in the
chaos following Hurricane Ka-
trina. And he also falsely claimed
he punched out former Minnesota
governor Jesse “the Body” Ven-

tura after Ventura, a former mem-
ber of a U.S. Navy Underwater
Demolition Team, disparaged the
Navy SEALs.

“There were a lot of things he
told people that are really unverifi-
able,” journalist Michael Mooney,
‘who wrote a book on Kyle, told The
‘Washington Post in July.

A war movie for a nation weary
from years of conflict, “American
Sniper” wasn’t supposed to be a
massive hit. It was only expected to
generate $60 million in revenue in
its first weekend of wide release.

But a combination of Warner
Brothers’ shrewd marketing
campaign, the impeccable tim-
ing of the release just days after
it received several Oscar nomina-
tions and a torrent of social-media
recommendations gave it a bigger
opening than “The Hobbit” or
“Avatar.”

Many critics have hailed the
film for its rich and humanizing
portrayal of a soldier at war. The
movie was nominated for six Os-
cars, including best film and best
leading actor.

Since their initial remarks,
Moore and Rogen have said their
comments were taken out of con-
text. Moore said he wasn’t directly
referring to the film in his com-
ments about snipers.

Rogen said he actually liked
the film and wrote a new tweet on
Monday saying he wasn’t directly
comparing “American Sniper”
with the propaganda movie in
“Inglorious Bastards.” “Big dif-
ference between comparing and
reminding,” he wrote. “Apples
remind me of oranges. Can’t com-
pare them, though.”

Actor Cooper has also tried to
calm the debate, saying the film
wasn’t intended to be political but
a human story about a solider’s
life and internal struggles.

“It’s a movie about a man — a
character study. We hope that you
can have your eyes opened to the
struggle of the soldier rather than
the specifics of the war,” Cooper
said at a press conference last
week in New York.
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WAR ON TERRORISM

Japan ‘fighting against t

The Associated Press

TOKYO — Japan is doing all it
can to free two hostages the Is-
lamic State group is threatening
to kill unless it receives $200 mil-
lion, Prime Minister Shinzo Abe
said Wednesday, vowing never to
give in to terrorism.

Abe returned to Tokyo from a
six-day Middle East tour slightly
ahead of schedule and convened a
Cabinet meeting soon after.

“We are fighting against time,
and we’ll make an all-out effort
and use every diplomatic route
that we have developed to win the
release of the two,” he said.

Abe said he was consulting with
leaders in the region. A convoy
carrying Japanese Vice-Foreign
Minister Yasuhide Nakayama left
the embassy in Jordan’s capital,
Amman, on Wednesday for an un-
known location in the city. He was
dispatched from Abe’s Middle East
entourage to handle the situation.

The Islamic State group de-
manded the $200 million ransom
in a video posted online Tuesday
that showed a knife-brandishing
masked militant standing over
the kneeling captives. It gave a
deadline of 72 hours, which the
video’s release time suggests
‘would come sometime Friday.

Abe and other Japanese of-
ficials have not said directly
whether Japan will pay ransom
for the captives, freelance jour-
nalist Kenji Goto, 47, and Haruna
Yukawa, 42, the founder of a pri-
vate security company.

Government spokesman Yoshi-
hide Suga confirmed Japan be-
lieves the threat is authentic.

“Japan’s aim is not to kill the
Muslim people, as the militant
group claims it to be,” Suga said.
“We strongly urge them not to

Swizuo KamsavasHi/AP

Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe greets journalists in Tokyo on
Wednesday upon returning from his six-day Middle East tour.

harm the two Japanese and re-
lease them immediately.”

Abe has limited choices, among
them to openly pay the extremists
or ask an ally such as the United
States to attempt a risky rescue
inside Syria. Japan’s military op-
erates only in a self-defense ca-
pacity at home.

But officials are adamant that
Japan will continue to provide
nonmilitary aid to the region.

“We will never give in to ter-
rorism,” Abe said.

In past international hostage
situations involving Japanese cap-
tives, at least one has been killed
while most have been released. It
is unclear how many times Japan
paid ransom. The only confirmed
case was in Kyrgyzstan in 1999.

Japanese media reported

dnesday, citing of-

She exchanged several emails
with the unknown person, whose
email address was similar to one
used by the Islamic State group,
the Kyodo News service and other
media reported.

Securing the hostages’ release
will be hard, “because all Japa-
nese diplomats left Syria as the
civil war escalated,” Tsutomu
Ishiai, foreign news editor for the
major newspaper Asahi Shimbun,
said in a commentary. “Japan
is in an extremely difficult situ-
ation. It needs to find a way to
save the hostages by getting in
touch with religious leaders and
local heavyweights who are in a
position to make contact with the
extremists.”

Shuji Hosaka, a senior research
fellow at Japan’s Institute of En-
ergy E ics in Tokyo, said he

ficials, that Goto’s wife received
an email on her mobile phone in
December demanding a ransom
of more than $17 million.

did not believe the Islamic State
group was specifically targeting
Japanese when Goto and Yukawa
were captured.

ime’ to free hostages

Response to militants
limited by constitution

By ERik SLavin
Stars and Stripes

YOKOHAMA, Japan — Japan
may one day be able to mount a
rescue attempt for hostages like the
two men captured and held ransom
by the Islamic State militants but its
current laws and capabilities leave
no room for a homegrown military
operation.

Shortly after his party swept into
power in December 2012, Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe prioritized rein-
terpreting Japan’s 1947 constitution
in a way that would allow the coun-
try to take limited action overseas
and defend close allies in combat.

Abe's vision of “collective self-
defense” and his method of rein-
terpreting — rather than amending
— Japan's pacifist constitution,
drew deep public opposition amid
concerns that an ever-broadening
criteria could draw Japan into foreign
wars. However, the concept would
allow rescues of Japanese hostages,
assuming Japanese Self-Defense
Forces troops train for such high-risk
missions and were able to acquire
the logistical and intelligence help
necessary for success.

This week, Islamic State militants
released a video of two Japanese
men being held by the terrorist group.
A militant in the video says the two
men will be executed in 72 hours
unless Japan pays $200 million.

Speaking at a news conference
in Jerusalem on Tuesday, Abe con-

demned the attacks. But even if he
wanted to, he couldn't order a mili-
tary operation to attempt a rescue.

If ending the ban on collective
self-defense were just about rescues,
there would be far less controversy.

A 2013 Kyodo News poll showed
70 percent approval for aiding Japa-
nese hostages. That same year, 10
Japanese were among 36 people
taken hostage and killed by militants
at a natural gas plant in Algeria.

A Cabinet resolution in 2014
made the government’s opinions
on ending the ban clear but left the
laws authorizing overseas actions
unchanged. National security laws
are slated to be debated in the Diet
this year; several Japanese media
sources suggest that won't happen
until after a round of local elections
this spring.

So for now, Japan will have to rely
on its allies if it chooses to pursue a
military option.

Yuichi Hosoya, a member of a
panel that made recommendations
to Abe on how to implement collec-
tive self-defense, explained Japan's
legal constraints this way in 2013:

“There is no separate rule of en-
gagement for the JSDF overseas.
The penal code will be applicable to
an act by a member of the JSDF, if
and when he or she shoots the ter-
rorist outside Japan, as if he or she
had shot down a Japanese citizen
in Japan.”

slavin.erik@stripes.com

Canadian special forces soldiers directing airstrikes in Iraq

The Associated Press

TORONTO — Canadian special forces in
northern Iraq have been helping Kurdish
peshmerga fighters by directing coalition
airstrikes against Islamic State extremists
— work generally considered risky because
it means they are close to the battle against
the group.

The Canadians’ efforts complement those
of the United States, which has conducted
the vast majority of the airstrikes against
the Islamic State group. But in their new
role, the Canadians are performing a task
that so far the U.S. has been unwilling to
do.

Gen. Martin Dempsey, chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff, has repeatedly said the
U.S. would consider directing attacks from
the ground but that it has not done so.

Brig. Gen. Mike Rouleau, the command-
er of Canadian special forces, said his sol-
diers have directed 13 strikes.

Canada has 69 special forces soldiers in
Iraq in what the Canadian government has
called an advising and training role. Rou-
leau said they do about 80 percent of their
training and advising well behind the front
lines and about 20 percent right at the front
lines.

In what was apparently the first ground
firefight between Western troops and the
Islamic State group, Canadian soldiers en-
gaged in a gunbattle with militants after
coming under a mortar and machine-gun
attack while at the front lines conducting
training over the last week. Rouleau said
Monday that Canadian sniper fire “neu-
tralized” the machine gun and mortar

without taking any casualties in what he
called an act of self-defense. Two senior of-
ficials with the coalition said clashes took
place in Kurdish territory near the Mosul
Dam. The troops were not directing air-
strikes at the time, Rouleau said.

Rouleau said that directing airstrikes
does not mean Canada has escalated its
mission. He said his troops are doing it
because the Iragis cannot, which has the
added benefit of giving commanders confi-
dence that the targets are legitimate.

Canadian Lt. Gen. Jonathan Vance said
it’s not clear how long it will be before Iragi
forces are able to call in coalition airstrikes
against the Islamic State group without
Canada’s help. Vance said he wasn’t sure
when that specialized training will be pro-
vided, but he expects that “down the road
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the Iraqi air force and army will be able to
bring in and guide” airstrikes.

‘When asked whether directing airstrikes
would be considered combat and whether
Canadian soldiers are doing more than
U.S. soldiers in directing airstrikes, Julie
Di Mambro, a spokeswoman for Canada’s
defense minister, said the “international ji-
hadist movement has declared war on Can-
ada and its Allies. We must confront this
threat head on, which is exactly what this
government is doing. While I can’t speak
for the activities of other countries, I will
say that we are tremendously proud of the
great work that our Canadian Armed Forc-
es are doing fighting the terrorist threat
from (the Islamic State group) in Iraq and
we stand 100 percent behind them.”
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US and Cuba have
tough talks ahead

By BrRADLEY KLAPPER
AND MICHAEL WEISSENSTEIN
The Associated Press

HAVANA — The highest-level
U.S. delegation to Cuba in decades
kicked off two days of negotia-
tions Wednesday after promises
by President Barack Obama
about change on the island and
a somber warning from Cuba to
abandon hopes of reforming the
communist government.

U.S. moves to restore diplomat-
ic relations with Cuba and loosen
the five-decade trade embargo
have “the potential to end a lega-
cy of mistrust in our hemisphere”
and have “added up to new hope
for the future in Cuba,” Obama
said in his State of the Union ad-
dress Tuesday night.

A senior Cuban official cau-
tioned, however, that restoring
diplomatic ties with the U.S.
wouldn’t immediately lead to a
full relationship between the Cold
War foes after a half-century of
enmity.

The message appeared de-
signed to lower expectations,
coming just before Obama spoke
to a Capitol audience that included
Alan Gross, whose release from

Cuba in a prisoner exchange last
month cleared the way for a new
relationship.

Wednesday’s conversations in
Havana started with a continu-
ation of efforts by the two sides
in recent years to promote what
the State Department calls “safe,
legal and orderly migration,” cov-
ering everything from the secu-
rity of charter flights that travel
regularly between Miami and
Havana to rooting out fraudu-
lent passports and partnering
on potential search-and-rescue
missions.

Thursday’s talks are trickier,
scheduled to deal with the me-
chanics of re-establishing a U.S.
Embassy in Havana headed by
an ambassador, and a Cuban Em-
bassy in Washington.

Last month’s announcement of
detente has spawned optimism on
both sides of the Florida Straits,
but the high-ranking Cuban diplo-
mat said Cuba “isn’t normalizing
relations with the United States.”
He said Cuba was re-establishing
diplomatic ties, but the process
of normalization is “much lon-
ger and deeper.” Reporters were
briefed on condition that the offi-
cial not be quoted by name.

Desmonp BovLan/AP

Members of a U.S. delegation, right, and Cuban delegates sit across from each other as they begin two
days of negotiations Wednesday in Havana. It was the highest-level U.S. delegation to Cuba in decades.

Korea's No.1
Plastic Surgery Hospital

Grand Plastic Surge

EYES & NOSE FACIAL BREAST BODY ANTI
CORRECTION CORRECTION CARE CONTOURING AGING

Republican leaders in the
House and Senate are opposed to
rapidly rebuilding the relation-
ship as long as President Raul
Castro remains firmly in control
of Cuba. Other obstacles include
billions of dollars in economic
claims against Cuba’s govern-
ment, American fugitives living
freely in Cuba and the opposition
of many Cuban-Americans.

American officials have repeat-
edly said they hope their new path
of engagement will empower Cu-
bans and soften the government’s
control over the country.

Supreme Court ruling could
limit housing bias lawsuits

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Su-
preme Court could knock out a
decades-old strategy for fighting
housing discrimination, a move
that would make it tougher for
people to win lawsuits claiming
housing policies are biased.

When the justices took the bench
on Wednesday, they considered
‘whether housing or lending prac-
tices that have a negative impact
on minorities and other protected
groups can be considered illegal,
even if there is no proof of intent to
discriminate.

Civil rights groups have tried
desperately to keep the issue away
from the high court, fearing that
conservative justices are all too
eager to quash the use of so-called
“disparate impact” lawsuits.

Two similar cases out of Minne-
sota and New Jersey reached the
court in recent years, but those
were strategically settled in 2012
and 2013 just weeks before oral
argument — in one case at the be-
hest of the Obama administration.

Yet the court took up another
case challenging the strategy last
year, this time from Texas. Fair
housing advocates say that’s un-
usual because every appeals court
to consider the issue has upheld
the use of disparate impact claims.
Hearing arguments over the new
case suggests the high court wants
to end the strategy, they said.

“I don’t think we can kid our-
selves that the court is not aggres-
sively interested in this issue,”
said Sherrilyn Ifill, president of
the NAACP Legal Defense and
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Educational Fund.

There is no indication the latest
case from Texas has a chance of
settling. It involves an appeal from
officials accused of awarding fed-
eral housing tax credits in a way
that steered low-income housing
into mostly poor, black neighbor-
hoods in Dallas and generally kept
the units out of wealthier white
enclaves.

The Obama administration has
made disparate impact lawsuits a
centerpiece of its efforts to target
lending discrimination, winning
hundreds of millions of dollars in
legal settlements from financial
companies accused of bias against
black and Hispanic customers
by charging them higher fees or
steering them into higher-risk
mortgages.
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Biden: Shots near Del. home not of concern

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Vice President Joe Biden says
he’s not worried about gunshots being fired outside
his home in Delaware over the weekend.

Biden told “CBS This Morning” on Wednesday
that his house is way off the road and that there was
no evidence that someone shot at the house.

Law enforcement authorities boosted security at
Biden’s Wilmington home after several gunshots

rang out from a vehicle speeding by the property

Saturday night.

The vice president and his wife were not home at
the time. There were no reports of injuries.

Biden says it appears someone fired from the pas-
senger side of the vehicle, and his house is on the
driver’s side. He said, “I'm not at all worried.”

Biden quipped that he doesn’t think anyone’s try-
ing to get him — “at least not physically.”
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Demonstrators gather in front of Albuquerque, N.M., police headquarters last week to protest the fatal
Jan. 13 police shooting of a suspect who police say was armed and dressed in body armor.

Justice Department, Albuquerque, NM,
select monitor to oversee police force

The Associated Press

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. — After weeks of nego-
tiations, the Justice Department announced Tues-
day that federal officials and the city of Albuquerque
have agreed on an independent monitor to oversee
the city’s troubled police force.

James R. Ginger, an expert on police reform, will
lead a team to monitor a settlement agreement to
overhaul the Albuquerque Police Department, fed-
eral officials said.

The police department, serving a city of about
560,000 people, has faced scrutiny for more than 40
police shootings — 28 of them fatal — since 2010. The
fatal shooting of a homeless man in March sparked
protests around the city after video footage appeared
to show the man surrendering during a standoff.

Ginger and his team will be responsible for in-
dependently assessing progress on the agreement
and will report on changes to a federal judge. They
will have access to documents, personnel, facilities
and other information related to the settlement and

will engage with officers and community mem-
bers, federal officials said.

Ginger has served as an independent monitor over
a consent decree obtained by the Justice Department
in Pittsburgh. He also was a monitor over a consent
decree involving the New Jersey State Police.

“Dr. Ginger’s proven success with police depart-
ments and criminal justice systems in the United
States will assist in promoting compliance with criti-
cal structural and systemic reforms that are neces-
sary to restoring public confidence and achieving
effective and constitutional policing in Albuquer-
que,” Damon Martinez, U.S. attorney for the District
of New Mexico, said in a statement.

The Justice Department and Albuquerque officials
signed the agreement last year after a federal report
faulted Albuquerque police over excessive force.

The reform blueprint calls for new training and
protocols for investigating officer shootings.

It also calls for the agency to dismantle some
troubled units.

Police: Fitness model,

former Army Ranger

killed by train was filming video on tracks

The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — A fitness
model and actor who was killed
when he was hit by a train was
running on the tracks ahead of the
train while filming a promotional
video for his website, police said
Tuesday.

Detectives have reviewed video
from a camera atop the Metro-
link commuter train that shows
George Gregory Plitt Jr., 37, run-

|

Plitt

the camera, bers when he was hit by the train.
Kendrick Coulter said Plitt was a West
said. Point graduate and Army Rang-
Hesaidde- er who had jumped out of planes
tectives were more than 1,000 times in his life
trying to and had a taste for the extreme
get another but also treated everyone and ev-
video filmed erything with respect and care as
by friends befitted his military past.
of Plitt from Plitt, a native of Baltimore who
a different settled in Los Angeles more than

angle. 10 years ago, appeared on more
Friends than 200 mag_azine covers, Bravo’s

Few file in Ferguson
municipal elections

Interest falls short despite calls for change

The Associated Press

FERGUSON, Mo. — Ferguson’s
first municipal election since
a fatal police shooting sparked
months of protests and exposed
the city’s deep racial divide drew
relatively little interest from pro-
spective candidates as Tuesday’s
filing deadline passed.

Three of the St. Louis suburb’s
six city council seats are up for
election on April 7 and none of
the three incumbents decided
to seek re-election. Three of the
eight residents who did declare
as candidates waited until hours
before Tuesday’s late afternoon
filing deadline.

Ferguson was roiled by some-
times violent protests after Mi-
chael Brown, 18, who was black
and unarmed, was shot to death
by Ferguson officer Darren Wil-
son, who is white, in August. A St.
Louis County grand jury declined
in November to indict Wilson,
who left the force days later.

At the time of the shooting, just
three of 53 police officers were
black in a city with a black popu-
lation of nearly 70 percent. All
but one of the six council mem-
bers are white, as is Mayor James
Knowles, who resisted calls for
his own resignation and said
he plans to seek a third term as
mayor in 2017.

“The council can still be re-
sponsive to the city without the
customary ‘heads have to roll’ re-
sponse,” Knowles said. “If that’s

what the citizens of Ferguson de-
manded, there would be at least
one person running under the
banner of, ‘They all have to go.
And that’s just not happened.”

Knowles said that two of
three incumbents who are step-
ping down decided long before
Brown’s death not to seek three
more years in office, primarily
due to work obligations.

Activists who initially sought
to oust Ferguson elected leaders
and Police Chief Tom Jackson,
who also remains on the job, said
many residents remain disillu-
sioned with local politics. Others
believe the most effective way
to push for new laws and policy
changes on issues such as po-
lice conduct and voting district
boundaries is to agitate from out-
side rather than to negotiate from
within, said protest leader Ashley
Yates, co-founder of Millennial
Activists United.

“It’s more about building power
within our own community,” she
said. “Ferguson really gave us
an idea of what the city council’s
powers are — it’s not much. And
there’s a realization that the sys-
tem has failed black America at
large. So why operate in a system
that does not work?”

Like many small cities, Fergu-
son relies on a professional ad-
ministrator, its city manager, for
most day-to-day governing deci-
sions. Elected officials typically
focus on items such as spending
priorities and budget approvals.

Before you go shopping for a home of your own, get the
best loan rates available for veterans from a veteran-owned
and operated company that partners with veteran nonprofits

and carefully selected lenders.

ning between the rails Saturday,
Burbank police Officer Joshua
Kendrick said.

“The conductor can see some-
body on the tracks a distance
away,” Kendrick said. The con-
ductor was braking and using the
horn, “and for one reason or an-
other, unfortunately, Mr. Plitt did
not get off the tracks.”

The train eventually struck
Plitt, and he left the view of

initially said Plitt had misjudged
the situation and tripped and fell
before he was hit by the train.

“It was just a freaky moment
where something got out of con-
trol,” said Warren Coulter, who
had been friends for 15 years with
Plitt, who went by “Greg.”

Plitt, among the more recogniz-
able faces and physiques in the fit-
ness industry, was shooting a video
for his website with two crewmem-

reality television shows “Work
Out” and “Friends to Lovers,” and
NBC’s daytime soap opera “Days
of Our Lives,” according to his
website.

A motivational video on the
website shows Plitt working out
on the tracks as a Metrolink train
passes by, and a workout video
shows him straddling train tracks
in pushup position with an arm on
either rail.
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Police:

The Associated Press

CINCINNATI — Part of a Cin-
cinnati interstate was open again
to traffic Wednesday as an inves-
tigation continued into the deadly
overpass accident that Killed
a worker and injured a truck
driver.

The removal of tons of debris
from Interstate 75 began Tues-
day afternoon and was completed
by nighttime, allowing the closed

southbound lanes to reopen to
traffic. The state Department of
Transportation says minor re-
pairs were made.

Transportation officials said
heavy equipment was being used
to separate a concrete deck from
structural steel when the span
fell Monday night.

Police say casualties could have
been much higher had the late-
night collapse happened at a busy

time on the interstate, which car-
ries more than 178,000 vehicles
a day through the area 5 miles
north of the Ohio River.
Authorities identified the work-
er who was killed as Brandon
William Carl, of Augusta, Ky. The
Hamilton County coroner’s office
will do an autopsy to determine
the cause of his death. Fire offi-
cials said his body was recovered
from rubble with the help of air

bags and special equipment early
Tuesday morning, about four
hours after the accident.

Carl was a good, honest, hard-
working man who took care of his
children, his father, Charles Carl,
told WCPO-TV.

The tractor-trailer driver,
Eric J. Meyers, of Howell, Mich.,
slammed into the overpass as
the debris landed. He was taken
to a hospital with what were de-

Overpass collapse couldve killed many

scribed as minor injuries.

Westerville-based ~ Kokosing
Construction was doing the demo-
lition under a nearly $91 million
contract for a three-year project
meant to improve traffic capac-
ity and safety in a busy stretch
of I-75. The company had a good
safety track record, federal regu-
lators said.

The cause of the accident is
under investigation.
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Members of Hyphernkemberly Dorvilier's famlly, including her mother Juana Sully, right, sit in the
County

courtroom during her initial court
in Mount Holly, N.J., on Tuesday.

Courthouse

is of killing her

baby by i

Mom accused of setting baby
afire is held on $500,000 bail

By SEAN CARLIN
The Associated Press

MOUNT HOLLY, N.J. — A
woman accused of dousing her
newborn daughter with acceler-
ant, setting her on fire and leav-
ing her in the middle of a road
said little in her first court ap-
pearance Tuesday, appearing
on video to answer to a murder
charge.

Hyphernkemberly — Dorvilier
was read the charge by Superior
Court Judge Philip Haines. He
maintained her $500,000 bail,
which was set after police found
her baby in flames Friday night
in the middle of a Pemberton
Township road and arrested her.

Dorvilier was found with a can
of WD-40 and a lighter in her

Jjacket pocket, investigators said.
The baby had burns over most of
her body, they said in court docu-
ments released by Burlington
County prosecutors.

Dorvilier, 22, said she was plan-
ning to hire a private attorney.

The judge said that if she were
to post bail, she would not be re-
leased until a psychiatric evalua-
tion was presented to the court.

‘When the baby was found, she
still had the umbilical cord and
placenta attached, investigators
said. Prosecutors haven't speci-
fied a motive for her killing.

There was no answer at the
house where Dorvilier lives with
her mother and sister.

Police responded to a call about
afire on a road in the township, 30
miles east of Philadelphia. When

they arrived, they found a neigh-
bor holding Dorvilier down on the
ground and the baby wrapped in
a smoldering towel and paper, ac-
cording to the court documents.

The baby was alive and breath-
ing when she was flown to a hos-
pital in Philadelphia, but she died
two hours later.

Neighbor Dave Joseph, who
discovered the burning baby and
held Dorvilier down, told police
Dorvilier said the baby wasn’t
hers. Police said they found a
trail of blood leading from Dor-
vilier’s home and she appeared to
be bleeding while at the hospital
afterward.

“It was just mind-boggling,” Jo-
seph told the Burlington County
Times. “It was a nightmare even
if you have a strong heart.”

Dad of teen girl accused
in crime spree: Boyfriend’s
‘just not thinking clearly’

By Apam BEam
The Associated Press

CLARKSON, Ky. — The father
of a 13-year-old girl who police
say went on a multistate crime
spree with her older boyfriend
said Tuesday that he is not angry
with the 18-year-old.

Cheyenne Phillips, 13, and Dal-
ton Hayes, 18, were arrested late
Saturday in Panama City Beach,
Fla., after authorities found them
sleeping in a stolen vehicle.

“I don’t have anything against
him,” Shawn Phillips said. “I'm
not upset with this boy. He’s a
boy. And apparently he thinks
something of my daughter. He’s
just not thinking clearly.”

Shawn Phillips also denied as
‘“completely bogus” Hayes’ al-
legation that Cheyenne Phillips
told him she had been abused at
home.

“Anyone that knows us knows
better. My family is pretty well-
respected in the community,”
said Phillips, 38.

Hayes made the abuse allega-
tions during a jailhouse interview
with The News Herald of Panama
City, telling the paper they just
wanted to escape Phillips’ fam-
ily, who she claimed were beat-
ing her, and planned to make it to
Miami. Officials and others said
Tuesday that they did not know of
any allegations of abuse.

“All T had to do was tell her
to go home and none of this
would’ve happened, but it’s hard
to tell someone getting beat on
to go home,” Hayes said. “But,
if I could go back, I'd be paying
for bus rides instead of stealing
trucks.”

Shawn Phillips said he and
his wife divorced before Chey-
enne was born. He said he and
his grandparents have raised
her since she was 3 on their

farm near Clarkson, where he
said Cheyenne had everything
she could ever want. But he said
Cheyenne would often lie to him.
Still, she had a 9 p.m. curfew on
school nights and a 10 p.m. cur-
few on weekends, rules that she
never broke.

The abuse allegations are
“something we’ll talk about when
they get back to Kentucky,” Gray-
son County Sheriff Norman Chaf-
fins told The Associated Press.
He said he was unaware of any
previous accusations of abuse.

The crime spree started on
Jan. 3 when police say Cheyenne
Phillips’ mother, Sherry Phil-
lips, picked up Cheyenne from
her house near Clarkson. Sherry
Phillips does not have custody or
visitation rights with her daugh-
ter, and police arrested her on
Monday on a charge of custodial
interference. She is in jail on a
$50,000 cash bond and has a court
hearing scheduled for Thursday
morning.

The pair’s travels took them to
South Carolina and Georgia and
included a night in a frigid barn,
Hayes said.

Shawn Phillips said police in
Breckenridge County caught up
with the couple two days after
they disappeared but were un-
able to catch them. Phillips said
he and other family members
searched the woods until about
10:30 that night.

Hayes agreed in court Mon-
day to return to Kentucky to face
charges. He is expected to be
charged in Kentucky with bur-
glary, theft, criminal trespassing
and criminal mischief. Phillips
will face charges in juvenile court.
Florida’s Department of Children
& Families took Phillips to a safe
house to make arrangements to
return home.
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Rebels,
president
make deal
in Yemen

The Associated Press

SANAA, Yemen — Yemen’s
state news agency is report-
ing that the country’s embattled
president has reached an agree-
ment with Shiite rebels to end a
violent standoff in the capital.

The SABA news agency said
the agreement late Wednesday
called for the armed Houthi
rebels to pull out from around
President Abed Rabbo Mansour
Hadi’s home and the presiden-
tial palace, which they besieged
Tuesday. SABA said the deal also
calls for them to release a top aide
to Hadi they had kidnapped in re-
cent days.

SABA said the agreement also
included a
clause that
would  an-
swer thereb-
els’ demands
to  amend
the constitu-
tion and ex-
pand their
representa-
tion in the
parliament
and in state

institutions.

Aides to Hadi said earlier
‘Wednesday that he was “captive”
in his home.

Houthi rebels had removed his
guards and deployed their own
fighters there Wednesday, one
aide said.

Another described the country
being at the “point of no return.”
Hadi can’t resign as president
as the Houthis have threatened
to prosecute him, that aide said.
The two aides spoke on condition
of anonymity as they weren’t au-
thorized to speak to journalists.

The embattled Hadi is a top
U.S. ally in the war against al-
Qaida in Yemen.

Advisers said Wednesday that

i

=

Hani MoxammED/AP

Shiite Houthi rebels guard a street leading to the presidential palace in Sanaa, Yemen, on Tuesday.

Navy sends 2 ships to Red Sea

By STEVEN BEARDSLEY
Stars and Stripes

The Navy has positioned a
pair of amphibious ships in the
Red Sea for a possible evacu-
ation of U.S. Embassy person-
nel from the Yemeni capital of
Sanaa.

The USS Iwo Jima, an am-
phibious assault ship, and the
USS Fort McHenry, a dock
landing ship, were moved in
recent hours from the Gulf of
Aden to the Red Sea, nearer
to Yemen’s capital, U.S. Sth
Fleet spokesman Cmdr. Kevin
Stephens said. Both ships are
part of the Iwo Jima Amphibi-
ous Ready Group, and each
has Marines embarked from
the 24th Marine Expedition-
ary Unit.

“They are ready to support
operations to protect Ameri-
cans in Yemen if that becomes
necessary,” Stephens said.

The State Department will
determine whether it wants to

evacuate its personnel on the
basis of conditions in Sanaa, he
said.

The Shiite Houthi rebel
group seized the presidential
palace on Tuesday and shelled
the presidential residence.

The U.S. considers Yemen’s
government a close ally in ef-
forts to dislodge the terrorist
organization al-Qaida in the
Arabian Peninsula, which op-
erates out of the country.

Houthi rebels oppose both
the Yemeni government and
U.S. involvement in the coun-
try, although they say they are
also against al-Qaida operating
in Yemen.

Counterterrorism  experts
view the al-Qaida affiliate as
one of the most capable terror-
ist organizations in the Middle
East. Its plots — which include
the failed 2009 attempt by the
“underwear bomber” to blow
up a Detroit-bound airliner
— have come close to striking
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the U.S. in recent years.

The group also took credit
for this month’s attack against
the satirical French newspaper
Charlie Hebdo, which killed
12 people.
beardsley.steven@stripes.com
Twitter: @sjbeardsley

armed forces, torn between Hadi

Houthis issued a list of
to Hadi, asking for the post of vice
president and several key govern-
ment offices, during a meeting
Tuesday with Hadi’s advisers.
The collapse of Hadi’s powers
is rooted in Yemen’s fractured

and his pr , deposed
president Ali Abdullah Saleh.
Saleh — removed from power
after a 2011 uprising— is accused
by many of orchestrating Houthis’
seizure of Sanaa and speeding
Hadi’s failure. Critics also say the

Houthis have the backing of re-
gional Shiite power Iran, a charge
they deny. Saleh made a rare pub-
lic statement Wednesday, urging
Hadi to call for early presidential
and parliamentary elections.
Saleh also called for the cancel-
lation of United Nations Security

Council sanctions imposed on
him and two Houthi leaders last
year for “spoiling” the transition.
Saleh was granted immunity
from prosecution in 2012 in re-
turn for relinquishing power in a
deal brokered by Arab Gulf coun-
tries and backed by the West.

Boko Haram
chief claims
massacre in
Nigerian town

The Associated Press

MAIDUGURI, Nigeria — Boko
Haram leader Abubakar Shekau
has claimed responsibility for the
mass killings in the northeast Ni-
gerian town of Baga and threat-
ened more violence.

Asmany as 2,000 civilians were
killed and 3,700 homes and busi-
ness were destroyed in the Jan. 3
attack on the town near Nigeria’s
border with Cameroon, said Am-
nesty International.

The leader of Nigeria’s Islamic
extremists took responsibility for
the Killings in a video posted on
YouTube on Tuesday, the same
day International Criminal Court
prosecutor Fatou Bensouda said
she is examining the allegations
of mass killings and will pros-
ecute those most responsible for
war crimes and crimes against
humanity in Nigeria.

“We are the ones who fought
the people of Baga, and we have
killed them with such a killing as
He (Allah) commanded us in his
book,” Shekau says, according to
a translation from Arabic provid-
ed by SITE Intelligence Group.

The video shows weapons sup-
posedly captured from a key mili-
tary base at Baga.

“This is just the beginning of
the killings. What you’ve just
witnessed is a tip of the iceberg.
More deaths are coming,” Shekau
said in the local Hausa language.

“This will mark the end of poli-
tics and democracy in Nigeria,”
he warned as the country gears
up for critical Feb. 14 presidential
elections.

The attack on Baga has sparked
international outrage not seen
since Boko Haram kidnapped
nearly 300 girls from a boarding
school in April last year. Nigeria’s
demoralized and ill-equipped
military has failed to rescue the
219 who remain in captivity.

Neighboring Cameroon has
had more success in combating
Boko Haram, this month retak-
ing a seized military base and this
week winning freedom for scores
of abducted women and children.

In neighboring Niger, regional
foreign ministers Wednesday
were negotiating how to establish
a multinational force to fight the
extremists.

Shekau taunts them in
the video, saying “I'm ready” for
any attacks.

France to get better guns, more intelligence agents to fight terrorism

The Associated Press

PARIS — France announced
sweeping new measures to
counter homegrown terrorism
Wednesday, including giving se-
curity forces better weapons and
protection, going on an intelli-
gence agent hiring spree and cre-
ating a better database of anyone
suspected of extremist links.

The measures detailed by

Prime Minister Manuel Valls
came as four men were handed
preliminary charges of provid-
ing logistical support to one of the
Paris terrorist attackers — the
first charges issued for three days
of mayhem that left 20 people
dead, including three gunmen.
The new security measures
include increased intelligence-
gathering on jihadis and other

radicals, in part by making it eas-
ier to tap phones. Valls said Inter-
net providers and social networks
“have a legal responsibility under
French law” to comply with the
new measures.

Some 2,600 counterterrorism
officers will be hired, 1,100 of
them specifically for intelligence
services. Anti-terrorism surveil-
lance is needed for 3,000 people

with ties to France — some at
home, others abroad, the prime
minister said.

Authorities say more than 1,200
French citizens and residents are
now linked to foreign jihad. The
defense minister said Wednesday
about 10 of those who have gone to
Syria or Iraq to fight are former
French soldiers. Minister Jean-
Yves Le Drian said the phenome-

non remains an “extreme rarity.”

Since three police were among
those killed by the Paris terror-
ists, the prime minister said im-
proving officers’ weapons and
protective gear was among the
top priorities.

France will spend $490 million
over the next three years for all
the counterterrorism efforts, he
said.
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword

42

49

53

56

ACROSS
1 Call a halt to
5 Fellow
8 Shield protuber-
ance
120Ild ltalian money
13 Brewery creation
14 Fat
15 The same, in bib-
liographies
16 Felon’s flight
17 Coaster
18 Magoo’s problem
20 Groups of eight
22'$ dispenser
23 Vim and vigor
24 Intentions
27 Intact
32 Lingerie item
33 Actress Carrere
34 Tramcar contents
35 “Tobacco Road”
author
38 October stone
39 Exist
40 Pump up the vol-
ume
42 “Of course”
45 “Faust” dramatist
49 Ball game spoiler
50 Lawyers’ org.
52 Hammer target
53 Oil cartel
54 Past tense of 39-
Across
55 Former partners

1-22

DF SFFIJ

MTKINMLNKCN

56 Doggerelist
Ogden

57 Aye opposer

58 React to yeast

DOWN

1 Slender

2 Spruce (up)

3 Sandwich treat

4 Plains of the
Argentine

5 Sled dog breed

6 Carte lead-in

7 “Finding —"

8 Heavy overcoat

9 Linguistic lapse

10 Raised

11 Probability

19 Tagged player

21IRS employee

24 “The View” airer

25401 (k) alternative

26 Ailments

28 Goose egg

29 — Republic
(Madagascar)

30 Mound stat

31 N.J. neighbor

36 Soak

37 Teeny

38 Church-key, for
one

41 Brief period of
time?

42 Press

43 California wine
valley

44 Sunup

46 Cab

47 Hastens

48 Otherwise

51 Sheepish remark

Answer to Previous Puzzle

CRYPTOQUIP

WAW,

KD DTN PFCSW KM

FON
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UANP.

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: | HAD AN AWFUL TIME
TRYING TO COLLECT FISH EGGS UNDERWATER.
CARE TO LISTEN TO MY TALE OF ROE?

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: K equals A
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Netflix: 4.3M subscribers in 4th quarter

The Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO — Coming
off its best quarter yet, Netflix is
accelerating its international ex-
pansion in hopes its original pro-
gramming will hook millions more
subscribers on the Internet video
service.

Netflix Inc. added 13 million
worldwide subscribers last year, in-
cluding 4.3 million during the final
three months, according to figures
released Tuesday in the company’s
fourth-quarter earnings report. It
marked Netflix’s biggest quarter
of subscriber gains ever, eclipsing
the 4.07 million added in the final
three months of 2013.

Earnings also rose to a new
quarterly high of $83.4 million,
or $1.35 per share, a 72 percent
increase from the same time last
year. The latest quarter included a
one-time gain of $39 million from
the resolution of a tax audit.

The performance drew rave re-
views from investors as Netflix's
stock surged $55.35, or nearly 16
percent, to $404.15 in extended
trading. The shares still remain

AP

Kevin Spacey and Robin Wright
are shown in a scene from the
Netflix series “House of Cards.”

well below their record high of
$489.29 reached four months ago.

Encouraged by the popular-
ity of Netflix’s original programs
in overseas markets, CEO Reed
Hastings now expects to complete
the company’s international ex-
pansion by 2017 while remaining
profitable. The Los Gatos, Calif.,
company plans to borrow $1 bil-
lion to help finance its push out-
side the U.S., including a potential
entrance into China.

“It’s going to be a very excit-
ing couple years,” Hastings said

in an interview Tuesday.

Netflix also is pouring more
money into original program-
ming in an effort to maintain its
leadership in long-form Internet
video amid intensifying compe-
tition from imposing rivals such
as Google Inc.’s YouTube, Ama-
zon.com and Time Warner Inc.’s

BO.

The on-demand convenience
of online video streaming has be-
come so popular that HBO, a 42-
year-old cable channel, will start
selling a separate Internet-only
subscription later this year to con-
nect with the steadily expanding
audience spurning traditional
pay-TV packages. Meanwhile,
YouTube has been amassing more
professionally produced content to
supplement its wide array of ama-
teur videos, while Amazon.com
plans to finance about a dozen
full-length films for its $99-a-year
Prime service, which also includes
free shlppmg and music stream-

Netfli:
distinctive shows, launched two
years ago with the debut of the

award-winning series “House of
Cards,” has reeled in more view-
ers while trimming profits be-
cause of higher licensing costs. To
help pay the bills, Netflix raised
its prices last May by $1 a month,
to $9, in a move that the company
initially blamed for disappointing
subscriber growth last summer.
Hastings now believes last sum-
mer’s lackluster growth had more
to do with narrowing opportuni-
ties to expand in the U.S. now that
Netflix already is in so many do-

mestic households.
Jan. 20,2015
Dow Jones 3.66
industrials 17,515.23
Nasdaq 20.46
composite 4,654.85
Standard & 313
Poor’s 500 2,022.55
Russell -6.40
2000 1,170.25

|___EXCHANGE RATES |

Military rates
Euro costs (Jan. 22
Dollar buys Uan. 22
ritish pound (Jan. 22) .

0...
Hong Kong (Doliar)
Hungary (Forint)
Israel (Shekel)
Japan (Yen)..

available to customers at military banking
facilities in the country of issuance
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the
Netheriands and the United Kingdom, For
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e.,
purchasing British pounds in Germany),
check with your local military banking
facility. Commercial rates are interbank
rates provided for reference when buying
currency. All figures are foreign currencies
to one dollar, except for the British pound,
which is represented in dolfars-to-pound,
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.)
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Palestinian man
stabs 11 people
on Tel Aviv bus

BY T1A GOLDENBERG
The Associated Press

TEL AVIV, Israel — A Palestin-
ian man stabbed 11 people on and
near a bus in central Tel Aviv on
Wednesday, seriously wounding
three of them before he was shot
and arrested by Israeli police.

Police described the assault as
a terrorist attack, and the Islamic
militant group Hamas praised
it. It appeared to be the latest in
a series of “lone-wolf” attacks in
which Palestinians have killed and
wounded Israelis using knives,
acid and vehicles, citing tensions
surrounding a disputed Jerusa-
lem holy site.

The man, who was riding the
bus with the other passengers,
began stabbing people, including
the driver, then managed to get
out of the bus and run away from
the scene.

Officers from a prison service,
‘who happened to be nearby, saw
the bus swerving out of control
and a man running away. They
gave chase, shot the man in the
leg, wounding him lightly, and ar-
rested him.

“He had murder in his eyes,” a
bus passenger who gave her name
as Orly told Israel Radio.

Eleven people were stabbed and
three remain in critical condition,
according to Lee Gat, a spokes-
‘woman at Tel Hashomer hospital,
and a statement from the Ichilov
hospital. Police earlier said nine
people had been stabbed, citing
initial numbers giving by para-
medics at the scene.

Video aired by Israel’s Channel
10 TV showed the attacker run-

ning in the street and stabbing
a woman as he tried to escape.
Police confirmed that Matroukh
stabbed a woman as he attempted
to flee.

Police identified the assailant
as West Bank resident Hamza
Mohammed Matroukh, 23, a Pal-
estinian who had entered Israel
illegally. Police spokesman Micky
Rosenfeld said Matroukh was in
custody and undergoing question-
ing. Police said he confessed to
the stabbing, saying he carried it
out in response to last year’s Gaza
war and tensions surrounding a
Jerusalem site holy to Jews and
Muslims.

The stabbing appeared to be
the latest in a series of attacks in
recent months carried out by indi-
vidual Palestinians with no known
ties to armed groups, which have
killed about a dozen people, in-
cluding five killed when two men
attacked a Jerusalem synagogue
with guns and meat cleavers.

The violence comes weeks
ahead of March elections, in which
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu, a security hawk, is
facing a challenge from a joint list
headed by Isaac Herzog and Tzipi
Livni, who support negotiations
with the Palestinians. The attack
could sway votes in Netanyahu’s
favor.

Hamas, the Islamic militant
group that controls the Gaza Strip,
did not claim responsibility but
praised Wednesday’s attack as
“brave and heroic” in a tweet by
Izzat Risheq, a Hamas leader liv-
ing in Qatar.

Hasan JamaLi/AP

Protests in Bahrain

A ini anti

to kick away a

tear-gas canister fired by police during clashes following a march
in support of jailed opposition leaders Tuesday in Bilad al-Qadeem,
Bahrain. Nabeel Rajab, one of Bahrain’s best-known human rights
activists, was sentenced to six months in jail Tuesday after being
found guilty of insulting government ministries on Twitter.

AP photos

A Saudi man smokes a waterpipe as a woman walks on the boardwalk in Jiddah, Saudi Arabia, in
2007. A growing number of Saudi women are remaining single longer, causing concern among

ultraconservatives.

New generation of Saudi women
challenging marriage traditions

By Ava BATRAWY
The Associated Press

JIDDAH, Saudi Arabia —
Amna Fatani knows she wants
a brilliant career and a life dif-
ferent from that of Saudi women
of her mother’s generation who
married early, usually to a hus-
band not of their own choosing.

The 27-year-old, studying for
her master’s degree at George-
town University in Washington
and hoping to someday become
Saudi Arabia’s first female labor
minister, is part of a growing
number of Saudi women choosing
to remain single through their 20s
and into their 30s as they pursue
other ambitions.

The trend has ruffled ultra-
conservatives who see it as an
affront to the very foundations
of the kingdom, where strict in-
terpretations of Islam and rigid
tribal codes have long dictated
the terms of marriage.

“My friends and I have reached
a point (where) we’re very spe-
cific about what we want,” Fatani
said. “I need someone who trusts
that if I need to do something, I
can make the decision to ask for
help or choose to do it alone.”

Saudi women stand at the cen-
ter of a societal pivot between the
kingdom’s push for greater wom-
en’s education and rights to work,
and laws that give men final say
over their lives.

Women cannot travel, study
abroad, marry or undergo certain
medical procedures without the
permission of a male guardian
— usually a father or husband, or
in their absence, an older or even
a younger brother.

The growing number of single
women has alarmed clerics, who
have responded by pushing for
early marriage and warning of
alleged evil consequences of
“spinsterhood,” such as sex out-

A Saudi woman smokes tobacco from a waterpipe as her friend
looks at her cellphone in a coffee shop in Jiddah.

side wedlock.

During a 2005 sermon, the
imam of Mecca’s Grand Mosque,
Abdul-Rahman As-Sudais,
raised an early outcry against
“the dangerous phenomenon of
life-long spinsterhood,” saying it
endangers “the community as a
whole.”

Traditionally, women in Saudi
Arabia are expected to be mar-
ried by their early 20s. In 2011,
more than 1.5 million Saudi
women aged over 30 were single,
according to the Economy and
Planning Ministry.

According to government fig-
ures, 3.3 million are women over
30 in this nation of 20 million peo-
ple — and if the ministry’s 2011
figure is unchanged, it means that
about 45 percent of Saudi women
over 30 are single.

While women’s rights activ-
ists agree there’s a rise in the
numbers of single women, some
question the accuracy of the gov-
ernment’s figure, saying it sup-

ports the norm that Saudi men
are allowed more than one wife.

Women have been taking on a
greater role in public life, though
their jobs are mostly in the edu-
cation sector. The Labor Ministry
says there are more than 400,000
working women in Saudi Arabia,
compared with less than 55,000
before 2009.

Women outnumber men in
the kingdom’s universities, and
there are tens of thousands of
‘women among the 150,000 Saudis
studying abroad on government
scholarships.

Education is also changing
women’s attitudes toward mar-
riage and giving them more con-
fidence, said Hatoon al-Fassi, a
professor of women’s history in
Saudi Arabia. “You can no longer
control these attitudes,” she said.

Some Saudi women are also
challenging the rules on how to
meet a prospective husband as
they navigate through tradition
and customs.
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Cops: Woman arrested
wearing stolen clothes
M BATTLE CREEK

— Police allege that a
woman was arrested while wear-
ing clothes she had stolen earlier
in the day from a Battle Creek
store.

Battle Creek police said in a
statement that the woman, 36,
is believed to have smashed a
window early Monday at a Dol-
lar General store, where cloth-
ing was taken, before smashing
a window at a nearby Walgreens
pharmacy, where cigarettes were
stolen. Both break-ins were cap-
tured on surveillance video.

Police said they were able to
identify the woman and spotted
her while she was walking Mon-
day evening. She was arrested on
two counts of breaking and en-
tering and taken to the Calhoun
County jail.

Son stabs burglar in
home; suspect arrested
K WICHITA — Wichita

police said a teen-
ager stabbed a burglar in his
home while his brother alerted
authorities.

The suspect is hospitalized re-
covering from the stab wounds
he suffered during the attempted
burglary Monday. His condition
was not released.

KAKE-TV reported that Aus-
tin Schierkolk, 17, encountered
the burglar early Monday in west
Wichita. He said he stabbed the
man in the neck and shoulder
after they exchanged words. The
fight continued until the man fled
through a back door. At the same
time, Luke Schierkolk, 15, was on
the phone with police. Austin suf-
fered only minor injuries.

Sgt. Steve Yarberry said the
suspect was arrested after he
crashed a stolen SUV at a nearby
apartment complex.

The boys’” mother, Tonya
Schierkolk, said she’s grateful the
boys knew what to do.

2 puppies put in plastic
bag, thrown in trash bin
YANKTON — Police

S in Yankton are inves-
tigating the abandonment of two
puppies found tied up in a plastic
bag and thrown in a trash bin be-
hind a store.

The puppies are a Yorkie-Mal-
tese cross and about 9 weeks old.
A person searching for a box
found them late Friday.

Animal Control Officer Lisa
Brasel told the Yankton Daily
Press & Dakotan that the puppies
were dirty but in good health.
They’re being cared for by the
person who found them and a
friend of his.

It’s the second time this month
that puppies have been found
abandoned in a trash bin in South
Dakota. Six puppies were rescued
from a garbage bag inside a bin in
Sioux Falls on Jan. 10.

Police seek woman in

hit-and-run accident

N CONCORD — Police
in Concord are looking

for a woman accused of hitting a
16-year-old boy on a bicycle with

THE CENSUS

$4.5M

The amount spent on i

Gov. Greg Abbott. The events included a parade, a concert featuring Lady Antebellum,
a barbecue with 4 tons of brisket, and a ball. Abbott and new Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick were
sworn in on the Capitol steps. Abbott succeeded Rick Perry, who was in office since

the i

of Texas

December 2000 and was the state’s longest-serving governor.

Mascot mentors mascot

The Arizona L

Jake Bacon, THE (FLAGSTAFF) ARIZONA DAILY SUN/AP

mascot, Louie the Lumberjack, gives a snowboarding lesson to SPIKE (the superball), the Arizona

Super Bowl Host Committee mascot, at the Arizona Snowbowl ski resort on Monday just north of Flagstaff, Ariz. SPIKE’s local celebrity

status began in 2008 for Super Bowl XLII. Now he’s got a new look, with 10 fingers, a headband, new sunglasses and a uniform with

shoulder pads and pants.

her car, then driving away.

Police said the incident hap-
pened the morning of Jan. 14 at
the intersection of Warren and
North Spring streets. The boy
approached a four-way stop at
the same time as the car. He told
police he waved the car through
the intersection, but then saw the
woman wave him on.

When he proceeded, so did
the woman. Police said the car’s
right front bumper struck the
rear wheel of his bike. The teen
fell off and struck his shoulder on
the ground. He said he could see
her mouthing the words, “Oh, my
God,” as she drove off.

He was treated for a broken
clavicle.

Fire damages cigar
lounge Up in Smoke
N MIDDLETOWN — No
one was injured in a fire
at a cigar store in Middletown.
The fire at Up in Smoke Cigar
Lounge broke out early Monday.

Authorities told the Asbury
Park Press that it took about 20

minutes to bring the fire under
control. The store received smoke
and water damage. The cause of
the fire is under investigation.

Police arrest 2 after 1
seen dancing with gun
A LITTLE ROCK — Cen-

tral Arkansas police
arrested two men after officers
spotted one of them dancing with
agun at a gas pump.

Little Rock police said officers
spotted a man holding a gun,
dancing and waving his hands
in the air at a Little Rock conve-
nience store. Officers said they
followed the vehicle and waited
for another patrol car before pull-
ing it over.

According to a Little Rock po-
lice report, officers realized the
passenger was sitting on a black

omatic Police

rested on charges of possession
of firearms by certain persons,
possession of promethazine with
purpose to deliver and simulta-
neous possession of drugs and
guns.

Lottery releases first

‘l Heart Bacon’ ticket

N CONCORD — Lot-
tery ticket buyers in

New Hampshire who dream of

bringing home the bacon now can

smell it, too.

The state lottery released its
first scratch-n-sniff “I Heart
Bacon” ticket this month, which
features a $1,000 grand prize.

Lottery Commission Executive
Director Charlie Mclntyre said
players “will think it’s time for
Saturday morning breakfast.”

To promote the ticket, the New

also found 2-liter drink bottles
filled with a tinted liquid, which
the vehicle’s driver told officers
was cough syrup.

The Arkansas Democrat-Ga-
zette reported that both men are
convicted felons. They were ar-

H ire Lottery will be driv-
ing a “bacon truck,” handing out
free applewood-smoked bacon
samples and tickets at stores in
Keene and Durham, the state
welcome centers in Hooksett and
at the Verizon Wireless Arena in

Manchester.

Sheriff’s deputies save
teen in suicide attempt
M LAPEER — The Lap-

eer County Sheriff’s Of-
fice is commending two deputies
who saved a 16-year-old attempt-
ing to commit suicide.

The department said depu-
ties responded to a Lapeer home
on Dec. 31 after receiving a call
from the teen’s parents. Deputies
said the boy had climbed about
20 feet up a pine tree with a rope
fashioned as a noose.

After attempting to communi-
cate with the teen, deputies said
he climbed about another 10 feet.
One of the deputies was able to
climb the tree while his partner
continued to talk to the boy.

The deputies said the teen even-
tually placed the rope around his
neck and jumped. The depart-
ment said the deputy in the tree
was able to grab and cut the rope.

The department said the teen
was taken for medical treatment.
From wire reports
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Moore’s fifth 0

By STEVEN REA
The Philadelphia Inquirer

‘'ulianne Moore could be seen at the
Golden Globes hobbing and nob-
bing with her begowned, betuxed
colleagues at the Beverly Hilton
Hotel, waiting for the list of nominees in
the lead actress, drama category to be
read. She was one of the five — for her
heartbreaker of a performance as a bril-
liant linguistics professor diagnosed with
early-onset Alzheimer’s in “Still Alice.”

Finally, the names were called: Moore,
Rosamund Pike (“Gone Girl”), Reese
Witherspoon (“Wild”), Felicity Jones
(“The Theory of Everything”), and Jen-
nifer Aniston (“Cake”).

“Obviously, or not obviously, I got very
nervous as my category approached,”
Moore said. “It had been a long, long
night. ... And then at one point, you real-
ize that in 10 minutes it’s all going to be
over — good, bad, or whatever.”

Moore won.

She will have to deal with that stom-
ach-churning anticipation again Feb.
22 at the Academy Awards. Her
name was announced along with
fellow Golden Globe nominees
(minus Aniston, replaced by
Marion Cotillard for “Two
Days, One Night”) as the
87th Oscar contenders

indie on a subject that’s decidedly uncool,
Moore is rightly considered the front-run-
ner for the best actress statuette. Her por-
trayal of Alice Howland, whose identity
starts slipping away as the disease takes
hold, is unforgettable. She has been win-
less after four nominations (“Boogie
Nights,” “The End of the Affair,” “Far
From Heaven” and “The Hours”); her
fifth may prove the charm.

“I'm very fortunate that Alzheim-
er’s hasn’t been something that I've
had a close experience with, with ei-
ther family or friends,” Moore says.
“Which is unusual, because there are

so many people who have been affect-
ed by this disease.
“But because I didn’t know anything,
I was very specific and extensive in my
research. I didn’t want to represent any-
thing on screen that I hadn’t seen.”
Moore dove in, meeting with clini-
cians, researchers, neuropsychiatrists.
She sat in on support groups, visited fa-
cilities where she spoke to caregivers,
family members, patients. “I did Skype
calls with women around the country
who had been diagnosed with early-
onset Alzheimer’s, what they call young-
er-onset,” Moore says. “One of whom
had been diagnosed at 45 and had
been a neurosurgery nurse. ...
“And one of the women I
spoke to said a beautiful

were revealed last thing: She learned that

week. Although
“Still Alice”
— which costars
Alec  Baldwin,
Kristen =~ Stew-
art and Kate
Bosworth

— is a small

L]

scar nod may be the charm

she was not the most reliable narrator of
her own life. ...

“And that’s how we experience our
lives — we’re our reference point, we’re
our own narrators, but then you’re not.”

“Still Alice” was written and directed
by Richard Glatzer and Wash West-
moreland. In 2011, they were asked to
take a look at Lisa Genova’s novel. That
same year, Glatzer was diagnosed with
ALS, but the pair decided to take on the
project. Glatzer’s experiences with his
own disease, observing how people re-
sponded to it and to him, informed the
screenplay.

In the film, Moore’s character, once at
ease addressing large groups, agrees to
speak about her experiences with the dis-
ease to an Alzheimer’s group. It’s a speech
of resounding power and pain — and
humor — beautifully written, beautifully
delivered. “I feel like one of the things
that Richard did in that speech so spec-
tacularly is bring every experience of his
alive. What does it mean to have a degen-
erative disease? ... Everybody talks about,
with these diseases, that there are people
that step up, that really show up in your
life, and then there are the people that you
think will step up that kind of disappear.
People that don’t treat you the same way,
because they think you’re not quite the
same individual.”

Julianne Moore isn’t just the leading nominee for best actress
at this year’s Oscars, she’s also helping design the backstage
green room. Architectural Digest announced Tuesday that
Moore will consult on the room’s look and help choose furni-
ture and decor for the celebrity enclave.

CHris PizzeLro, INvision/AP

Bieber becomes a real joke for Comedy Central roast

From wire reports

The hits just keep on coming. Or they
will, anyway, when Justin Bieber gets
roasted on Comedy Central.

This is really hap-
pening, according to
Ryan Seacrest:

“yes I got confirma-
tion  @JustinBieber
is getting roasted by
@ComedyCentral
in march.love u jus-
tin but it’s time lol
#BieberRoast”

And according to the
pop singer himself:

“For years I have
wanted Comedy Central to roast me. They
said only if I provided them w/ more mate-
rial so for a year now I have worked hard

“Lol. #BieberRoast”

In a news release, Comedy Central an-
nounced that it is “turning up the heat on
pop icon Justin Bieber.” Biebs, the cable
network said, “will be this year’s Roastee,”
the star of the “Comedy Central Roast of
Justin Bieber,” which will be taped in Los
Angeles and aired at a date that hasn’t yet
been announced.

“Justin has been asking us for a few
years to roast him, and we just kept tell-
ing him to go create more source mate-
rial first. We're thrilled he listened,” Kent
Alterman, Comedy Central’s president
of content development and original pro-
gramming, said in a statement that allud-
ed to the ever-expanding Book of Justin
Bieber Tomfoolery and Buffoonery.

Bieber

But perhaps in the most obvious case
of “be careful what you wish for,” the
tiny singer is opening up a very large can
of potential worms. There are so many
choices for the roasters about which part
of Bieber they will attack. His preening
Instagram selfies? His egg-throwing she-
nanigans? Any one of his legal problems?
(This is just off the top of our heads.)

“Saturday Night Live” made fun of the
young star just this past weekend, spoof-
ing his maligned Calvin Klein ad.

Suggesting he can, in fact, handle the
heat, Bieber responded thusly: “@nbcsnl
well played. Lol.”

Pharrell: Live Earth concert
to press for climate action

Pharrell is teaming with Nobel Peace
Prize-winner Al Gore to produce a Live
Earth concert on seven continents on
June 18 to build support for a U.N. climate
pact in Paris among more than 190 na-
tions in December.

On a stage Wednesday at the World
Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland,
with producer Kevin Wall, Williams said
“we literally are going to have human-
ity harmonize all at once” in support of
a binding international accord to limit
heat-trapping greenhouse gas emissions.
He said the purpose is “to have a billion
voices with one message — to demand
climate action now” from governments
rather than to continue the world’s reli-
ance on fossil fuels.

Other news

m The average price of a movie ticket
rose to $8.17 in 2014, the highest yearly
average on record, according to The Na-
tional Association of Theatre Owners. The
price was up less than half a percent from
the $8.13 average in 2013, NATO reported
on Tuesday. However, the fourth quarter
of 2014 saw a jump in price to $8.30. The
third quarter was also higher than usual,
reflecting the box office success of sur-
prise hit “Guardians of the Galaxy.”

B Pharrell and Sam Smith will perform
at the Grammys. The Recording Acade-
my announced Wednesday that Usher and
Miranda Lambert also will take the stage
at the Feb. 8 show in Los Angeles. Com-
mon and John Legend will perform their
Golden Globe-winning, Oscar-nominated
song, “Glory,” from the movie “Selma.”

® The family of a comedian killed in
the New Jersey Turnpike crash that seri-
ously injured Tracy Morgan has settled
a wrongful death claim with Wal-Mart.
An attorney representing the estate of
James McNair tells The Associated Press
that McNair’s the two adult children are
pleased with the settlement. The amount
of the settlement is confidential.

® Linkin Park is canceling the rest of
its U.S. tour after its lead singer injured
his leg. Chester Bennington says he needs
immediate medical attention and it’s im-
possible for him to perform. Bennington
hasn’t said how he injured his leg. Linkin
Park’s “The Hunting Party” tour kicked
off last week.

PeTer Rowe/AP

Tourists get knockout photo
of Stallone atop ‘Rocky’ steps

A group of tourists who ran up the
“Rocky” steps got a knockout photo at the
top — a selfie with Rocky himself.

Peter Rowe said he and two friends had
just finished racing up the staircase at the
Philadelphia Museum of Art on Saturday
when they saw Sylvester Stallone.

“He said to us, ‘Man, you guys are fast.
You’re making me look bad!”” Rowe said
Tuesday. Stallone then posed for a selfie
with the trio, putting up one fist.

Stallone made the art museum’s steps
famous in his first turn as fictional boxer
Rocky Balboa, who used them as part of
his training regimen. Thousands of people
now visit the steps each year to re-create
the run and to take pictures with a Rocky
statue, which originally was a prop in
“Rocky IIL”

Stallone is in Philadelphia for the shoot-
ing of “Creed,” the latest installment in the
series. It stars Michael B. Jordan as the
grandson of early Rocky foe Apollo Creed.

From The Associated Press
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Tabloid turns
page on famed
topless models

By JiLL LAWLESS
The Associated Press

LONDON — Feminists are rejoicing at the dis-
appearance of bare breasts from the British tab-
loid The Sun — though the newspaper is not saying
whether the decision to ditch its “Page 3 girls” is
permanent.

The Rupert Murdoch-owned tabloid has featured
topless models on its third page for almost 45 years,
but since Friday they have been replaced by models
wearing bras or bikinis.

The Sun has declined to comment on the change,
but the Murdoch-owned Times newspaper reported
Tuesday that the feature had been dropped from the
paper’s print edition. It said the Sun website would
continue to feature topless models.

Murdoch bought the struggling Sun in 1969 and
turned it into Britain’s best-selling newspaper, a mix
of patriotic flag-waving, celebrity scandal, cheeky
humor and, critics say, sexism. The Sun’s circula-
tion has been declining for years as people switch
to digital media, though it still sells about 2 million
copies a day.

Page 3 was long seen as integral to the brand,
but Murdoch has recently indicated that might be
changing. The Sun’s Irish edition stopped using
topless models in 2013. Last year Murdoch said he
found Page 3 “old-fashioned, but readers seem to
disagree.”

A protest campaign led by young women under

Mart DunHam/AP

The Sun newspaper is displayed in a shop in
London on Tuesday. A report says topless models
will no longer appear on the tabloid’s Page 3.

the slogan “No More Page 3” has helped put pres-
sure on Murdoch’s News Corp. Campaigner Yas Ne-
cati said it was “about time” the newspaper dropped
a feature that “gives the message that men make
the news for what they do, and women for what they
look like.”

The Conservative-led government’s education
minister, Nicky Morgan, said the move was “a long-
overdue decision and marks a small but significant
step towards improving media portrayal of women
and girls.”

Former Page 3 models spoke up in defense of top-
less tradition. “This isn’t a triumph for feminism,”
model Laura Lacole told the BBC. “This is a triumph
for prudishness.”

5-year-old hit with fee
for birthday ‘no-show’

LONDON — It was not what
Derek Nash expected to find in
his S-year-old’s school bag: a bill
demanding a “no-show fee” for
another child’s birthday party.

Nash said the bill from another

Stripes
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The Daily Guide to Navigating the European Business Market

parent sought 15.95 pounds ($24)
because his son, Alex, had not at-
tended the party at a ski center in
Plymouth, southwest England.
Nash told the BBC on Monday
he had initially accepted the party
invitation, but later realized Alex
was supposed to visit his grand-
parents that day. He said he did
not have contact details to let the

)il il

el

other family know.

The birthday boy’s mother,
Julie Lawrence, told the BBC that
her contact details were on the
party invitation.

Nash says Lawrence has threat-
ened him with small claims court
but he has no plans to pay.

From The Associated Press

Pope: No need to
breed ‘like rabbits’

The Associated Press

VATICAN CITY — Pope Fran-
cis is praising big families after
saying Catholics don’t have to
breed “like rabbits.”

He said big families are a gift
and don’t cause poverty in the de-
veloping world, and that the real
cause of poverty is an unjust eco-
nomic system that idolizes money
over people.

Francis reviewed his recent
trip to Sri Lanka and the Philip-
pines during his general audi-
ence Wednesday. During the
trip, Francis strongly defended
the church ban on artificial con-
traception, but also said Catho-
lics needn’t breed “like rabbits”
and should practice “responsible
parenthood” through church-ap-
proved birth control methods.

On Wednesday, he said it gave
him great “consolation and hope
to see so many large families who
welcome children as a true gift of
God.”

Meanwhile, the pope’s “rab-
bits” comment has caused of-
fense among Germany’s rabbit
breeders.

Erwin Leowsky, president of
the central council of German
rabbit breeders, told news agency
dpa on Tuesday that only rabbits
which live in the wild are sexu-
ally overactive. He said those in
captivity have tamer reproduc-
tive habits.

Leowsky says he feels the pope
should allow Catholics to use
contraception rather than resort-
ing to misleading cliches about
rabbits.

Eruption creates island

The Associated Press

WELLINGTON, New Zealand
— A volcanic eruption in Tonga
has created a new island — al-
though one scientist said Wednes-
day it could soon disappear.

The volcano has been erupting
for a month in the ocean about
40 miles northwest of the capital,
Nuku’alofa. Last week it disrupted
international air travel to the Pa-
cific archipelago for several days.

New Zealand volcanologist Nico
Fournier said he traveled by boat
to within about a mile of the new
island on Saturday to take a clos-
er look. He said it’s made mainly
of loose scoria and its dimensions
are about 1.1 miles by 0.9 miles,
and that it rises about 109 yards
above the sea.

“It’s quite an exciting site; you
get to see the birth of an island,”
he said. “Visually, it was quite
spectacular, but there was no big
sound coming with it, no boom. It
was a bit eerie.”

He said that once the volcano
stops erupting, it will likely take
the ocean no more than a few
months to erode the island en-
tirely. He said it would need to be
made of lava or something more
durable to survive.

Fournier, who works for New
Zealand agency GNS Science,
said he was able to establish that
the volcano was mainly belch-
ing steam into the atmosphere,
and that the small amount of ash
it was sending out was rising no
more than about 1.2 miles.
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OPINION

Left: Mitt

GREGORY BuLL/AP

By JosH RoGIN
Bloomberg News

epublican voters are divided
when it comes to key foreign poli-
cyissues and the role of American
power abroad. But listening to
the party’s potential 2016 presidential can-
didates at the recent Republican National
Committee winter meeting in San Diego,
you wouldn’t have known it. Not only was
foreign policy front and center of every
address, but the contenders were all con-
vening around a hawkish, almost neocon-
servative position similar to where Mitt
Romney was when he ran in 2012.

One after the other, the candidates
decried the foreign policy of President
Barack Obama and former Secretary of
State Hillary Rodham Clinton, advocating
for a more muscular, assertive posture that
would place America back in the center of
the world’s leading crises.

Romney himself devoted roughly half
of his 10-minute speech on Friday to call-
ing for a new foreign policy approach that
includes more use of American military,
diplomatic and economic power around
the world. As if to drive home the point, his
speech was aboard the USS Midway, a de-
commissioned aircraft carrier.

“The world is not safer six years after
Barack Obama has been in office; there’s
no question about that,” he said. “The for-
eign policy was one that was crafted by he
and his secretary of state, Hillary Clinton,
and their foreign policy was based on the
premise that if we were friendly enough
to other people and if we smile broadly
enough and press the reset button, then
peace is going to break out around the
world. ... And the results of the Hillary
Clinton-Barack Obama foreign policy have
been devastating and you know that.”

Romney criticized Obama for not fol-
lowing through on his “red line” threat
to attack Syrian President Bashar Assad
after the regime used chemical weapons
en masse against its own people. He criti-
cized the administration for “leading from
behind” in Libya and leaving a mess there.
He said Obama mistreats allies such as
Israel.

“This has not been a good time for
American foreign policy,” Romney said.
“So in my view, to make the world safer
for Americans and for good people all over
the world and to make the world safe for
freedom, our party must stand for making
the world safer and our principles will do
that.”

Earlier that day, former Texas Gov. Rick
Perry railed against what he called the
Obama-Clinton foreign policy as weak and
ineffective, criticizing everything from
the trade of five Taliban commanders for
U.S. Sgt. Bowe Bergdahl to the president’s

ManueL BaLce CENETA/AP

i Committee’s winter meeting Friday, said that “the results of the Hillary
Clinton-Barack Obama forelgn pollcy have been devastating and you know that.” Right: Sen. Rand Paul, R-Ky., another possible
2016 presidential candidate, has been consulting with foreign policy experts from the uber-realist Oenter for the National Interest
and reversing course on previous views that could be seen as not supportive of the State of Israel.

On foreign policy, it’s a race to the right

withdrawal of all U.S. troops from Iraq in
2011. He blamed Obama and Clinton for
the human tragedy in Syria and the rise of
Islamic State.

“We saw ISIS terrorists in American
tanks using American weaponry taking
cities secured through the sacrifice of
American blood. This happened because
of the president’s inaction in Syria,” Perry
claimed. “He allowed opposition forces to
become radicalized. They grew in strength
and number and eventually crossed into
Iraq.”

Like Romney, Perry called out Obama
for not attacking Syria in 2013: “Assad
crossed that line without consequence,
meaning that a dictator remains in power
due to this president.”

Wisconsin Gov. Scott Walker and Ben
Carson, the conservative author and for-
mer neurosurgeon, took similar approach-
es, and all the speakers were rewarded
with cheers and applause from the RNC
crowd when they took the Obama-Clinton
foreign policy “weakness” to task.

The candidates’ tough talk doesn’t nec-
essarily jive with where most Republi-
can primary voters are on the use of the
American military abroad, especially in
the Middle East.

Only 53 percent of Republicans support
using U.S. ground troops in Iraq to fight
the Islamic State, according to a Brook-
ings poll released earlier this month, while
46 percent oppose it. Nearly a third of Re-
publicans believe the U.S. should stay out
of the war against the Islamic State alto-
gether. And while 72 percent of Republi-
cans are convinced that in order to solve
the Syria crisis, Assad must go, an equal
72 percent of Republicans believe that the
U.S. military should not fight against the
Assad regime.

Nevertheless, as they prepare to hit the
campaign trail, even those Republicans
who have tried to distance themselves
from militaristic policies in the past are
looking to the hawkish experts inside their
own party for guidance.

Sen. Ted Cruz, of Texas, told me in an
interview late last year that he was staking
out a foreign policy position that sought to
balance between the hawkishness of some
party leaders such as Sen. John McCain,
R-Ariz., and the more isolationist tenden-
cies of others such as Sen. Rand Paul, R-
Ky. “There are a range of views within
the Republican Party but there is an over-
whelming consensus that the Obama-Clin-
ton foreign policy is a manifest disaster,
that leading from behind does not work,”
he said.

Cruz said he agreed with McCain on
the need to increase pressure on Iran but
agreed with Paul on his opposition to strik-
ing the Assad regime after it used chemical
weapons. He is against long-term military

interventions overseas and is opposed to
nation-building abroad.

When asked whom he trusts for advice
on foreign policy, Cruz named two hawkish
conservatives, Ambassador John Bolton
and former White House official Elliot
Abrams, and one hawkish Democrat, for-
mer CIA Director James Woolsey.

“I believe the central touchstone for U.S.
foreign policy should be defending the vital
national security interests of the United
States,” he said. “The common thread, the
most central failing of the Obama-Clinton
foreign policy, has been a failure to focus
on and defense the national security inter-
ests of the United States.”

Even Paul has been trying to deny his
isolationist roots and reframe his foreign
policy views as “realist.” He has been con-
sulting with foreign policy experts from
the uber-realist Center for the National
Interest and reversing course on previous
views that could be seen as not supportive
of the State of Israel.

Some Republican political experts say
that it’s natural for potential candidates
to stake out a hawkish foreign policy po-
sition in a presidential election; there’s
little advantage of running to the left of a
Democratic nominee and the party always
coalesces around its more hawkish wing
when the commander in chief job is on the
line. “If you are conservative, you believe
Obama is weak and you have to be strong.
I think that’s where Republican primary
voters certainly are,” said Weekly Stan-
dard Editor Bill Kristol.

The strategy of attacking Obama’s for-
eign policy as failing and weak largely
worked in 2012. Romney, a candidate
with no foreign policy experience, nar-
rowed his gap against a sitting president
on foreign policy significantly. But in 2016,
Obama won’t be on the ballot, and Clinton
is already working hard to distance herself
from the perceived failures of the team she
was a part of.

“Clinton is probably obsessing too much
about distancing herself from Obama,
and the Republicans are probably obsess-
ing too much about tying her to Obama,”
said Kristol. “There has to be more focus
on what are you going to do. It’s going to
be more forward-looking than backward-
looking, ultimately.”

Running to the right for GOP presi-
dential candidates makes sense for the
primary. Paul will corner the market for
Republican isolationists, who will still be
a distinct minority within the party. But
in the general election, the nominee will
have to decide what being more hawkish
than Clinton would really mean, and how
conservative a foreign policy the country
is really asking for.

Josh Rogin is a Bloomberg View columnist.
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OPINION

Assess ‘Selma’ by connection it enhances

By Jon~ LEwrs

he role of art in our society is not

to re-enact history but to offer an

interpretation of human experi-

ence as seen through the eyes of
the artist. The philosopher Aristotle says it
best: “The aim of art is to represent not the
outward appearance of things, but their
inner significance.”

The movie “Selma” is a work of art. It
conveys the inner significance of the ongo-
ing struggle for human dignity in America,
a cornerstone of our identity as a nation. It
breaks through our too-often bored and
uninformed perception of our history, and
it confronts us with the real human drama
our nation struggled to face 50 years ago.

And “Selma” does more than bring his-
tory to life; it enlightens our understanding
of our lives today. It proves the efficacy of
nonviolent action and civic engagement,
especially when government seems unre-
sponsive. With poignant grace, it demon-
strates that Occupy, inconvenient protests
and die-ins that disturb our daily routine
reflect a legacy of resistance that led many
to struggle and die for justice, not centu-
ries ago, but in our lifetimes. It reminds us
that the day could be approaching when
that price will be required again.

But now this movie is being weighed
down with a responsibility it cannot possi-
bly bear. Its portrayal of President Lyndon
B. Johnson’s role in the Selma marches
has been called into question. And yet one
two-hour movie cannot tell all the stories
encompassed in three years of history
— the true scope of the Selma campaign.
It does not portray every element of my
story, Bloody Sunday, or even the life of
Martin Luther King Jr. We do not demand

Davip GoLomaN/AP

Rep. John Lewis, D-Ga., center, wipes away a tear as actor David Oyelowo, who por-
trays the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. in the movie “Selma,” speaks during a service

honoring King at Ebenezer Baptist Church, where King

completeness of other historical dramas,
so why is it required of this film?
“Lincoln,” for example, was a master-
piece, a fine representation of what it takes
to pass a bill. It did not, however, even
mention Frederick Douglass or the central
role of the abolitionists, who were all piv-
otal to the passage of the 13th Amendment.
For some historians that may be a glaring
error, but we accept these omissions as a

preached, Monday in Atlanta.

matter of perspective and the historical
editing needed to tell a coherent story.
“Selma” must be afforded the same artis-
tic license.

Were any of the Selma marches the
brainchild of President Johnson? Absolute-
ly not. If a man is chained to a chair, does
anyone need to tell him he should struggle
to be free? The truth is the marches oc-
curred mainly due to the extraordinary vi-

sion of the ordinary people of Selma, who
were determined to win the right to vote,
and it is their will that made a way.

As for Johnson’s taped phone conversa-
tion about Selma with King, the president
knew he was recording himself, so maybe
he was tempted to verbally stack the deck
about his role in Selma in his favor. The
facts, however, do not bear out the asser-
tion that Selma was his idea. I know. I was
there. Don’t get me wrong, in my view,
Johnson is one of this country’s great pres-
idents, but he did not direct the civil rights
movement.

This film is a spark that has ignited in-
terest in an era we must not forget if we are
to move forward as a nation. It is already
serving as a bridge to a long-overdue con-
versation on race, inequality and injustice
in this country today. It may well become
a touchstone, a turning point for another
generation of activists who will undertake
the next evolutionary push for justice in
America.

It would be a tragic error if Hollywood
muted its praise for a film because it is too
much a story and not enough an academic
exercise.

Whenever I have a tough vote in Con-
gress, I ask myself what would leaders of
courage do? What would King and Robert
Kennedy do? What is the right thing to do?
What is the fair and honest thing to do?

The people have already spoken. They
are marching to the theaters, arrested by
the drama of this film, moved by ideas too
long left to languish, driven to their feet
and erupting in enthusiastic applause.

Rep. John Lewis, D-Ga., one of the leaders of two
of the Selma marches, is portrayed in “Selma.” He
has been a member of Congress since 1987. This
column first appeared in the Los Angeles Times.

States’ voting rights laws headed in wrong direction

By Rekna Basu
The Des Moines (Iowa) Register

ne of the most painful scenes in
Ava DuVernay’s film, “Selma,”
about Martin Luther King Jr’s
protest marches in Selma, Ala.,
shows nurse Annie Lee Cooper, played by
Oprah Winfrey, being turned away from
registering to vote because she can’t name
the state’s 67 county judges. Such ploys to
block black people from voting were used in
the South even after the 1964 Civil Rights
Act. They ensured that unequal laws and
systems endured, since elected officials
were answerable only to the whites who
had elected them. It took the Voting Rights
Act in 1965 to make that civil right bind-
ing. Yet today that victory that legions of
volunteers fought for is under attack.

Last year the U.S. Supreme Court upheld
a Texas law to require voters to show photo
ID cards. The law had been challenged by
the U.S. Justice Department and struck
down by a federal judge who said 600,000
registered voters in Texas had no govern-
ment-issued ID, and that blacks were thrice
as likely as whites to not have one.

But the law was upheld by a federal Court
of Appeals. Texas found ammunition in a
2013 Supreme Court ruling, Shelby County
(Ala.) v. Holder, striking down a section of
the Voting Rights Act that had required
states with a history of voter discrimina-
tion to get federal approval before chang-
ing voting procedures. Various states have
responded with new voting restrictions.

“If you live in rural Mississippi, and you
have no license, you have no ID,” said Patti
Miller, who just completed a documentary
about the role of Iowans in the 1964 Free-

BRYNN ANDERSON/AP

Marchers hold up a “March On” sign as
they make their way toward the Edmund
Pettus Bridge in honor of Martin Luther
King Jr. on Sunday in Selma, Ala.

dom Summer. She noted that Hispanics in
urban areas face the same problem.
“Iowans Return to Freedom Summer”
depicts five young white people, including
Miller, who grew up in overwhelmingly
white Iowa and answered a call from the
Student Non-Violent Coordinating Com-
mittee to aid desegregation efforts in Mis-
sissippi. They were among 700 college
students from around the country who
flocked to Mississippi to help register black
voters, teach black children in Freedom

Schools and organize community centers.
The experiences were life-changing.

“I’'m not sure if that sense of purpose
has happened since,” Miller reflected at a
preview of her film Monday. “It affects ev-
erything you do, your attitudes and outlook
on life.”

For Marcia Moore, one of the Freedom
Summer volunteers, seeing how hard Mis-
sissippi fought to keep black people down
brought tough reckonings about her own
country. Richard Beymer (who subse-
quently played Tony in “West Side Story”)
found that summer a joyful time, even
though “we were at war, in a sense.” He
lived with seven other civil rights workers
in a rented house without indoor toilet or
shower, all resolute about confronting rac-
ism. Stephen L. Smith never fully got over
a severe beating at the hands of Mississippi
police. Yet he remained politically active,
becoming the first American to burn his
draft card. All reflect on their experiences
in Miller’s film.

There were disagreements within the
SNCC about including white students,
Miller recalls. “A lot felt it should be only
blacks. But whenever white people were
involved, the press covered it.”

The white students’ activism also “lit a
fire” that prompted black people to start
protesting, observes Lenray Gandy, a
black Mississippi native, in Miller’s film.
The movie depicts a Mississippi that didn’t
just force blacks and whites to use separate
drinking fountains and waiting rooms, but
where black people weren’t allowed to try
on shoes at the shoe store. A black man
couldn’t walk down a street where a white
woman was walking. Blacks couldn’t sit
in the front of a bus and were expected to

keep their eyes downcast when addressing
whites.

But the deprivation that ensured all the
others stayed in place was being unable to
vote. Registrars would use a 95-question
test to reject prospective black voters, ac-
cording to Shel Stromquist, now a profes-
sor emeritus from the University of Iowa
who took part in Freedom Summer and ap-
pears in the film.

Miller formed the Keeping History Alive
Foundation because, as the saying goes,
those who can’t remember the past are
condemned to repeat it. But remember-
ing may not be the problem for politicians
enacting current voting restrictions. More
likely they see some political advantage to
suppressing the minority vote. So the ques-
tion is whether fair-minded Americans
will insist that Congress pass legislative
fixes to ensure all qualified Americans
have their voices heard.

Miller will forever be affected by the
power of committed black and white peo-
ple living, cooking, eating, working and
risking their lives together. She went on
to work with King’s organization in Chi-
cago. So it’s disheartening for her to visit
college campuses these days and see black
and white students self-segregate in dining
halls.

It’s easy to get complacent about battles
won long ago. But rights not safeguarded
can be eroded or lost. Celebrating King’s
birthday, as we do this week, shouldn’t just
mean reflecting on how far we’ve come,
but on where we’re going, and what it will
take to stay on track.

Rekha Basu is a Des Moines Register columnist.
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Queen Bed $900.00_Queen
Bed en_ standard

e
American Size with Head/Foot-
Side poards, Excalent condion
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o TR i o P43
S ST Gaoddiazeos

kanderson_43@msn.cr

Reclining Chairs (2) $250.00 2
Beclming “Chais” boih " for
Marmade leather, ful
Tecihing Cnaeemalt
iz @ mencom P
413 2204 oamnazzoa
Kanderson_ 43@menc
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SCOREBOARD

Sports
on AFN

Go to the American Forces
Network website for the most
up-to-date TV schedules.

myafn.net
Pro football

NFL playoffs
Wild-card Playoffs
Saturday, Jan. 3
Carolina 27, Arizona 16
Baltimore 30, Pittsburgh 17

inday, Jan.
Indianapolis 26, Cincinnati 10
Dallas 24, Detroit 20

s: 10
New England 19 Balllmnre 31
Seattle 31, Carolina 1
Sunday, Jan. 11
Green Bay 26, Dalfas 21
indianapolis 24, Denver 13
Conference Championships
unday, Jan, 1
Seattle 28, Green Bay 2
New England i, IndlanaDclls 7

At
Team Irvin vs. JTeam Carter
S uper I

sunda x
il rkz.
New England s

Pro Bowl rosters

Jan. 25
At Umverslty nfyP ix Stadium
Gle dale,Ariz.
TEAM CARTER
Wide Racaivers
Antonlo Brown, Pittsburgh
Evan  Mathis, th_ladelphia; Mike

Pouncey, Miami: dosh Sitton, Green Bay
ers
Jason Kelce, Philadelphia; Maurkice
Pouncey, Pittsbury
icks
John Kuhn, Green Bay
Defensive Ends
J.J. Watt, Houston
Interior Linemen
Buffalo; Dontari Poe,
ms Buffalo

arcell Dareus,
Kansas City; Kyle

Justin Bethel, Devin Hester,
Atiania; Bas Mchfee. aianapaiis: Cody
Parkey, Philadelphia
TEAM IRVIN
Running Backs
DeMarco Murray, Dallas

Kyle Lon: ,Chlcago, Zack Martin, Dal-
las; Marsha Vanda Balllmor

Travis Frederlck Dallas: Nick Man-
gold, New Yor
backs

II
Marcel Reece Oakland
ornerbacks
Joe Haden, Cleveland
Interior Linemen
0 Atkins, Cincinnati; Aaron Don-
ald St Louis: Sheldon Richardson, New
York Jets

ts

arren Sp-

roles. Efataighia: Sarrell stuckey. San
iego; Adam Vinatieri, Indianapolis.

AP sportlight

Paul Pendar beats Sugar Ray
ROBINSON in B 16-7ound P dBEOR
gapture the world middleweight boxing

962 — Bob Feller and Jackie Robin-
son are elected into the Baseball Hall of
Fame. Robinson, who had the distinction
of becoming the first biack to play in the
Major League, is also the first 0 enter

The NBA awards expansion
franchlses to Milwaukee and Phoenix.
1973 — George Foreman knocks out
Jod Frazier ih Sha Secana oung 1t Kings:
ton, Jamaica, to win the world heavy-
weight title.

983 — Houston becomes the first NBA
teamnat 5 SCORE 5 PO IR DYerimE 38
the Portiand Trail Blazers outscore the

ockets 17-0 for a 113-96 victory.

9585 — Mike Tyson knocks out Larry
Holmes in the fourth round at Atlantic
City ‘o retain his world heavyweight

itle.

— New York Islanders’ Pierre Tur-

Q
S
]
&
3
<
o
8
&,
o
@
g

ence 9-8 in the NHL All-Star game. The
game produces a record 102 shots and
New Vork Rangers goaltender Mike Rich-
ter wins MVP for his second-period per-
formance of 19 saves on 21 shots.

006 — The Pittsburgh Steelers are the
first team since the 1985 Patriots to win
three postseason road games thanks to

a 34-17 dismantling of the Denver Bron-
cos in the AFC title game.

Gbe Bryant scores a stagger-
ing 700 points — the second-highest Fotal
in NBA history — ai e Los Angeles
Uakers beat the Toronto Raptors 123104,

Australian Open

ednesday
At Melbourne Park
Melbourne, Australia
Purse: $32.9 million (Grand Slam)
Surface: Hard-Outdoor

Second Round
Tomas Berdych (7), Czech Republlc,
def Jurgen Melzer, Austria, 7-6 (0), 6-2

Marcos Baghdatis, CVDTUS de( Davld
Goffin (20), Belgium, 6-1, 6-4, 4-

Viktor Troicki, Serbia, def Leonardo
Mayer (26), Argentlna. 6-,

Richard ' Gasquet (24), France def.
James Duckworth, Australia 62, 6

" Andy Murray (6), Bntam def. Marinko
Matosevic, Australia, 6-1, 6-3, 6-2.

Kevin Anderson (14), South Africa, def.
l(»u)cardas Berankis, Lithuania, 6-2, 6-2, 7-

Joao Sousa, Portugal, def, Martin Kli-
zan (32), Slovakia, 4-6, 7-4 (4), 6-4, 1-0,
retired.

Roger Federer ), switzerland, def.
Simone Bolel -6, 6-3,

Grigor Dlmllrov (10). Bulgana def Lu-
kasLac , Slovakia, 6-3, 6-7 (10), 6-3, 6-3.

Groth, Australia, def. Thanasi

Kokkmakls Australia, 3-6, 6-3,

Yandreas Seppi,ltaly, def. Jeremy Char-
dy (29, France, 7.5, 36,62, -1,
Nick Kyrgios, Ausnana def ivo Karlo-
vic (23). Croatia, 7-6 (4), 6
Seiac larael, et Lulias Roval (28),
Czech Repuhllc 7-6 (2),5-7,7-5,6-3.
aziri, Tunisia, def Edousrd
Roger Vasselin, France, 1-6, , 16,

Rafael Nadal (3), Spain, def Tim Smy-
czek, United States, 6-2, 36, 67 (2), 6-3,

Bernard Tomic, Australia, def. Philipp
Kohischrelber (22), Germany, 67 (5), 6-4,

Roul

Ekaterina Makarova (10), Russia, def.
Roperta Vinc, italy, 62, 6-4

Peng. Shuai G1, China, def. Magda-
lena Rybarikova, Slovakia, &1,

Carina Witthdeft, Germany! def. chris-
tina McHale, United States,

Varoslava Shvedova, Kazakhstan def.
Monica Puig Puerto Rico, 6-2, 7-6 (6

Julia_Goerges, Germany, deszlara

Irina-Camelia Begu, Romania, def.
Katerma Siniakova, Czéch Republic, 7-5,

KarollnaPllskova (22) Czech Renubllc.

Espinosa, Spain, 7-6 (3),
‘Caroline Garcia, France, def. Stefanie
Voegele, Switzerland, 6-3, 6-4.
Zarina Diyas (31), Kazakhstan, def.
Anna Schmiedlova, Slovakia, 3-6,

Yanina Wickmayer, Belgium, def. Lara

Arruabarrena, Spain, 6-4, 4-6, 6-4.
ethanie Mattek-Sands, United States,

def(K)rlstlna Mladenovic, France, 7-6 (3),

genie Bouchard (7), Canada, def.
Klkl Bertens Netherlands, 6-0, 6-3.
imona Halep (3), Romama,dev Jarmi-
Ia Gajdosova, Australia, 6, 6
s

irst Rou
Pablo Carreno Busta and Guillermo
Garcla Lopez, Spain, def. Frantisek Cer-
ak and Jirf Vesely, ‘Czech Republic, 6-3,

Domlnlc Inglot, Britain, and Florin
Mergea (14), Romania, def. Matthew Eb-
den and Matt Reid, Australia, 6-2, 6-2.

mar Jasika and John-Patrick Smith,
Australia, def. Rameez Junaid, Australia,
drian Mannarino, France, 6-2, 2-6,

Raven Klaasen, South Africa, and Le-
ander Paes (10), India, def. Scott Lipsky
?n)d Rajeev Ram, United States, 6-4, 7-6

Alex Bolt and Andrew Whittington,
Australia, def. Marin Draganja, Croatia,
nd(H)enrl Kontinen (15), Finland, 7-6 (4),
7-6

mie Murray, Britain, and John Peers
(16)‘ Australia, def. Maximo_ Gonzalez
d'Juan Monaco, Argentina, 6-1, 6-7 (4),

“Austin_Krajicek and Donald Young,

United States; def. Marcel Granollers and

Mare Lope: 1(3) Spain, 7:6 (6), 26, 7-5,
oatia, and Marcelo Melo

n,
many, and Robin Haase, Netherlands, 2

(), 6-2.
nd Mike Bryan (1), United States,
def. John Millman and Benjamin Mitchell,
Australia, 6-3, 7-5.
ablo 'Cuevas, Uruguay, and David
Marrero, Spain, def. Jonathan Marray,

Britain, and Sergiy Stakhovsky, Ukraine,
6-4,7-6 (6).
Aisam-ul-Haq Qureshi, Pakistan, and

Nenad Zimonjic (8), Serbia, def. Teymu-
raz Gabashvili, Russia, and Mlkha Ku-
kushkin, Kazakhstan, 6-7 (7) 4,6-3.

i i Lieyton' Hewitt,
Australia, def. Federico Delbonis, Argen-
tlga, and Albert Ramos-Vinolas, Spain,

Jonathan Erlich, Israel, and Treat
Huey, “Philippines, 'def. ‘Dusan Lajovic,
Serbia, and Yen-hiun Lu. Taiwan, 6-3,6-7

Benjamin Becker, Germany, and Artem
Sitak, New Zealand, def, Giles Muller
Luxembourg, and Igor Sijsling, Nether
[anas, 6.3, 6.4,

ulfan Knowle, Austria, and Vasek
Pospisil (19, Canada,"det. Jan-Lennard
ruff, Germiany, and Dominic Thiem,
Austria, 7:6 (3, 3:6.7-6 (.

t Re

h Su-wei, Taiwan, and Sania Mirza
@ det Maria Irigoyen, Argentina,
and Romina Oprandi, Switzerland, 6-2,
60,

Gabriela Dabrowski, Canada, and Alic-
ja Rosolska, Poland, def. Cara Black, Zim-
babwe and Zheng Salsal China, 571 6-4.

etlana Kuznetsova, Russla‘ ‘and Sam
Stosur, AStA, Gt Chin Hab-hing:
Taiwan, and Kveta Peschke (8), Czecl
Republic, 6-3, 6-2.

Mona Barthel, Germany, and Mandy
Minella, Luxembourg, def. Oksana Ka-
lashnikoy va, Georg , and Kurumi Nara,
Japan, 6-3,

Budis, Jans-lgnacik, Poland, and
Andreja Klepac, Slovenia, def. Jelena
Jankovic, Serbla and Arantxa Parra San-
lon]a, Spam, 6'(5), 5-7, 7-6

Adamczak
Rogo\ wska, Australia, def. Dari
flova and Storm Sanders, Australia, 26,

Qa

Anabel Medina Garrigues, Spain, and
Yaroslava_Shvedova_(11), Kazakhstan,
def. rina Falcon, United States, and be-
tra Martic, Croatia, 6-3, 6-3.

imiko Date-Krumm, Japan, and Casey
Dellacqua 15), Australla, def. Peng Shual
and Xu Yi-Fan, China, 4-6, 7-5, 7-6 (5)

Sneloy Rogers United States, and
Donna Vekic, Croatia, def. Alize Cornet
and Pauline Parmentier, France, 4-5, 6-2,
64,

Alla_ Kudryavtseva and Anastasia
Paviyuchenkova (12), Russia, def. Shuko

Aoyama, Japan, and Renata Voracova,
Caach Republic, 6.2, 7-6 (5):

Martina Hings, Swltzerland and Fla-
via Pennetta (4), italy, def, Belinda Ben
cic, Switzerland, and Katerina Siniakova,
Czéch Republic, 7-6 (3), 6-2.

Garbine Muguruza and Carla Suarez
Navarro (6), Spain, def. Varvara Lepchen:
ko and ‘Anna Tatishvill, United States, 6-3,

vnalla Diatchenko, Russia, and Moni-
ca Niculescu, Romania, def. Lauren Davis
and Chrlstma McHale, United States, 6-2,
4

Michaella Kraj Netherlands, and
Barbora Zanjavova Strycova (13), Gzech
Republic, def. Marina Erakovic, New Zea-

and, and Monica Puig Puerto Rico, 6-7
9,76 (6), 6-3.

Ekaterina Makarova and Elena Vesni-
na (3), Russia, def. Madison Keys and Ali-
son Riske, United States, 7-5, 6-1.

stasia and Arina Rodionova, Aus-
tralia, def. Naiktha Bains and Sara Tomic,
Australia, 6-2, 6-2

Fight schedule

Jan. 26

At Cowboys Dance Hall, San Antonio,

Rocky Juarez vs. Robinson Castellanos,
10, featherweights.

n. 30

At Foxwoods Resort, Mashantucket,
onn. Karl Dargan vs. Tony. Luis, 10,
foRtelon

At Beau Rivage Resort & Casino, Biloxi,
Miss., Jermain Taylor vs. Sergio Mora, 12,
for Taylor's IBF mFldglelv;/Elght title.

eb.

Andrey Fedosov vs, Nate Heaven; Mario
Heredia vs. Lenroy Thom

At Monte Carlo, Monaco, Gennady

s er World-
180 middleweight tiles; Hekkie Budler vs.
Jesus Silvestre, 12, for Budler's WBA-IBO
minimumweight titles; Lee Haskins vs.
Omar Lamiri, 12, for the vacant EBU ban-
tamweight titie.

At 02 World Arena, Berlin, Arthur
Abraham vs. Paul Smith, 12, for Abra-
ham's WBO super middleveight title.

At the Mohegan n Uncasville,
Conn, Bexed Quartorinal unior Mid:
dleweights: Clectis Pendarvis vs. Ricardo
pinnell; Stanyslav Skorokhod s, Michael
Moore; Brandon Adams vs. Alex Perez;
Vito Gasparyan vs. . Simeon Hardy.

Tepic, Mexico, David Sanchez vs.
Judn Allerio Ross, 1. Tor the Ihterim
WBA super flywe|ght title.

At Turning Stone Resort Casino in
Verona, xcino _ Quarterfinals-
Heavyweights: Donovan DemmE v, Stave
Vukosa; Razvan Cojano vs. Ed Fountain;

Theat
N.Y, Clatis Soldin e Sohany Gartis, 30,
Iunor welterweights.
antasy Springs Casino, Indio, Ca-
Iif., Randy Caballero vs. Alberto Guevara,
1zi for Caballero’s IBF bantamweight
title.

Feb. 28
dyssey Arena, Belfast, Northern
Ireland, Carl Frampton vs. Chris Avalos,
12, for Frampton's IBF super bantam-
weight title.
At 02 Arena, London, Dmitry Chudinov
vs. Chris Eubank Jr., 12, for the interim
WBA middleweight title.

College basketball

Tuesday’s men’s scores

Buffalo St. 78, Fredania
Castleton 93, New England o 76
arvard 66, Bry.

Asbury 95, Fisk 72
Barton 105, Southern Wesleyan 96
Berea 97, Kentucky Christian 72
Davidson 77, Day!
Georgia b9, Mississipn 64
Kentuicky 6, vanderbilt 57
LSU 79, Florida 61
McNeese St. 63, Abilene Christian 56
Sam Houston St. 62, Nicholls By
Tennessee 66, South Carolina 6

Brescia 66, Indlana Easl 60

Valparaiso 77, Youngstown St. 62
Wisconsin 82, I

Texas A&M-CC 88, Nortnwestern st, 76
FAR WEST

R
§an Diego St 77, Alr Force 45
Utah St. 70, Nevada 5

AP Men’s Top 25 schedule

rsday’
Vit b o Jech
Gonzaga vs. Saint Mary's
Anizona at Sta

Bame at Virginia Tech
Ay g 2 N, S5 ana
4 Seton Hall vs. DePaul

’s game

ouis

O 990099
g
E

z
5
5

s
23!
2
s
-2

y’
turday’:
Kentucky at South Carclma
G a ific

ag ci
Wisconsin at M|chlgan

Arizona at Californi

[owa State af Texas Tech
1Kansas at No. 17 Tex

5 North Carollna Vs Flonda State

5 lowsa at Pu'r ue
2 Virginia atvirginia. TEch

4 Villanova vs. Creighto

& Duke ve. St. Jonn's at Madison
Garden

222
55585500 56650000000
o9
S
3
S
>
H
£
s
2

sq

3

ame at N.C. State
o\ oussvile ot Pittsburgh
2 Utah vs. Washington

. 24 Seton Hall at Butler
Tuesday’s women’s scores

AST

rown 67, NJIT 39
astleton 65, New England Coll. 40
airfield 57, St. Peter’s 4
redonia St. 72, Sufialo 2t 67

alve Regina 66, W. New England 55
t. John Fisher 89, Alfred 4
Temple 83, Cincinnati 50
Utick 53, Hartw

Asbury 109, Kentucky Christian 70
Barton 7o, Southern Wesleyan 49

il po ebi
B A1 G e Sauthern

Radford 67, UNC Asheville 65

w Randolph-Macon 72, " Bridgewater
a.
Tiane 73, Tulsa 3:
Washington & iy &4, RandoDh 49
Winthrop 63, Liberty 5

T
Concordia (ll) 95, Alverno 89
67, Edgewood 62
50133, Brescia 03
Marian (W1s.) 63, Milwaukee Engineer-
ing 61, OT
SlU-Edwardsville 60, SE Missour 48
Wis. Lutheran 93, Lakelar
Wis--SUperior 85, Northiand 20

AP Women’s Top 25 schedule
Thursday’s games
No. 4 Louisville azNu 17 Florida State

N t No. 22 Geor?la

No: 13 Nordh Caraima St o

No.15 Duke at Boston college

No. 16 Nebraska

No:18 MISSISSIDDl State S Mississippi

No. 20 lowa vs. Micl igan

No. 21 Minnesota vs. Purdu

No. 23 Syracuse at Pitts burgh

No. 24 Western Ker Kentucky at UTEP
lay’s gam

No. 9 Oregon State at Anzona

No. 11 Stanford at UCLA

No. 13 Arizona State vs. Oregon

aturday’s games

No. 3 Baylor vs. Kansas State

No. 6 Notre Dame at Clemson

No-24 Western Kentucky at UTSA
'S gam

No.2 UConA L e ncnat:
No: 4 Loviavifie Vo fami X
No. 5 Tennessee vs. No. 22 Georgia
No. 7 Maryland at indiana
No. 8 Texas vs. lowa State X

50" 9 Oregon'State at No. 13 Arizona

ate

No. 11 Stanford at Southern Cal

No. 12 North Carolina vs. No. 15 Duke

No. 14 Kentuck:

No. 17 Florida e Ve Wake Forest

No. 21 Minnesota at No. 25 Rutgers

NG 35 Macuse varN S GRate

Tuesday’s transactions
BASEBALI.
umerican Lea
DETROIT TIGERS - Agreed to terms
with LHP Omar Duran, ? el Gon-
zalez and Manny Pina, INFS Jeffry Marle
Josh OF Xavier Avery ar
RHPS Alber(o Cabrera. Rafael Dolis, Joel
Hanrahan an im Melville on minor
Ieague contracts.
USTON ASTROS — Agreed to terms
Wlth OF Colby Rasmus on a one-year
contract
NEW YORK YANKEES — Traded RHP
Gonzalez Germen to Texas for cash con-
siderations.
National League

MILWAUKEE RS — Designated
18 Hunter Morris for assignm
PITTSBURGH PIRATES — Deslgnated

INF JAKG EIOLE for ASSianment

National Basketball Association
DETROIT PISTONS — Recalled G Spen-
cer Dinwiddie and F Luigi Datome from
Grand Rapids (N8
IPHIS GRIZZLIES = Reassigned G
Joi rdan Adams, F-C Jarnell Stokes and G
Russ Smlth lo lowa (NBADL).
NICKS — Signed F Lou
Amundson lo a second 10 -day contract.

National Football League
FL — Nam: man Oben director of
vouth and high school footall

Named Marc

Trestman offenslve Sordinator
ICAGO BE. Named Vic Fan-
gio.Heionene coordinator, Sam Garnes
Sssistant defensive backs coach, bave
Niagazt, offensive line. oach and_De-
rius Swinton Il assistant special teams

coach. i N
CLEVELAND BROWNS — Signed DB Mi-
cal Pellerin to 2 future confrac
CKERS — Slgned S Jean
GIOVEF Wright, LBs Adrian
Joe Thomas, C Joe Madsen,

Erik Swoope, DT Kelcy Quarles, RB Jeﬂ
Demps, S Winston Guy, LB Carlos Fields,

Ka

Ryan Lankford to future contracts.

JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS — d
Doug Marrone assistant head coach and
offensive line coach.

KANSAS CITY CHIEFS — Signed QB Ter-

relle Pryor, LBlolo Dickson, FB Spencer

are, TEs Brandon Barden and Adam

Da'Rick Rogers and Fred Williams to fu-
ture contracts.
NEW YORK JETS — Named Chan Gailey
offensive coordinator.
AKLAND RAIDERS — Named Bill Mus-
grave offensive coordinator and Brad
Seely special teams coordinator
NGTON REDSKINS — Named Joe
Barry GeTenbive CoordIAIoR
inadian Football League
CALGARY STAMPEDERS — Signed DB
Jamar Wall to a contract extension.
MONTREAL ALOUETTES — Named Turk
Schenert offensive coordinator.
BLUE BOMBERS — Named
Richie Hat delensg/gl(coordmat r.

nal Hockey Le:
CAROLINA HURRIGANES = A55|gned D
Ryan Murphy to Charlotte (AHI
Reasslgned F Curtis
McKenZle to Texas (AHD.
El ITON OILERS '— Named Bob
Green director of player personnel.
A PANTI — Reassigned F
Vingant Trocheck 46 San Antonio (AHL).
NEW JERSEY DEVILS — Assigned F Joe
Whitney Y Albany(
SAN JOSE SHARKS — “blaced F Tommy

Worcester (AHL) on a conditioning as-
signment. Recalled D Dylan DeMelo from

Wcrces er (
MPIC SPORTS
US. ANTIDOPING AGENCY — An-
nounced middle distance runner Quin-
taveon Poole has acce ted a six-month
anction for an ing rule viola-
fion after testing positive for a proni-
ited substance.
SOCCER

Major League Soccer
CHICAGO FIRE — Traded G Kyle Reynish
to New York for a 2016 third-round Super-
Draft pick.
LA GALAXY — Re-signed D Dan Gar-

gan.

SPORTING KANSAS CITY — Announced
the departure of F Claudio Bieler by mu-
tual agreement,

NCAA — Grantod Flonda TE Jake Mc-
Geea slxth vear of eligi

ARKANSAS — Named Vérnon Harg-
reayes ImebackérAs c

oacl
Named Tony Brown
defenslve line assistant, Shawn Bryson
running backs coach and Rod West cor-
ners and dimes coach.

MICHIGAN — Named Jay Harbaugh
tight ends coach and assistant special
teams c

Sou TH CAROI.INA Named Steve Ei-
genbrot associate athletics director for
development.

SYRACUSE — Named Kelly Lawrence

women’s assistant soccer ¢

WISCONGN = Named Daronte! Joes
defensive backs coach and Tim Tibesar
outside linebackers coach.
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Salinas fits in and fills hole at Kadena

But leaving a King
wrestling program
he was helping build
was hard for senior

By DAVE ORNAUER
Stars and Stripes

KADENA AIR BASE, Okinawa — Ri-
cardo Salinas III spent several seconds
circling his foe before making his big
move, a double-leg lift that sent Kubasaki
sophomore Brenden Miracle over his head
and down to the mat.

Referee Columbus Wilson II signaled a
four-point throw.

In the corner, Salinas’ coach, Steve
Schrock, normally serious at all times,
could not suppress a small smile.

“His level change and penetration and
just the strength to pick up his opponent
into a full standing lift was kind of cool to
see,” he said. “It was fun to watch.”

It was the first time in the Panthers line-
up for Salinas, a senior who was an anchor
in the E.J. King lineup the past two sea-
sons. He transferred in mid-December to
Kadena and filled what Schrock said was a
hole at 168 pounds.

“He brings a whole new set of competi-
tiveness ... for the upper middles, the 180,
168, 158, 148,” Schrock said. “They all
battle. The better practice partners you
have, the better you’re going to be. We
have knockdown-drag outs in practice and
Ricky has just added to that.”

It helped, both Schrock and Salinas
said, that he’d already had a summer full
of workouts with sailor-wrestlers, some of
‘whom have competed for the Navy, and that
Salinas went 10-0 in two DODDS Japan
competitions before arriving on Okinawa.

“He was prepared well,” Schrock said.
“He has great technique. His maturity.
He’s been a real asset and a great addition
to the team. I thank E.J. King for that.”

And that’s where mixed emotions enter
the picture.

Schrock might see Salinas falling into
his lap as an early Christmas present. And
Salinas said he was happy that he could
help — immediately — a Kadena team
that’s won six Far East titles, but he con-
fessed it was “heartbreaking” to leave his
Cobras wrestling family behind.

When he stepped on the mat against Mir-
acle at Kubasaki on Jan. 14, “it was hard to
see me in the colors, instead of what I'm

Top performances

Dave ORNAUER/Stars and Stripes

Kadena’s Ricardo Salinas lifts Kubasaki’s Brenden Miracle in the 168-pound match on Jan. 14. Salinas won by pin in 39 seconds
in his debut in a Kadena Panthers uniform after transferring from E.J. King during the Christmas break.

used to,” Salinas said. “Being here is very
hard on me. It’s sometimes very heart-
breaking to see that it’s a different team.”

Kadena was not a likely destination, Sa-
linas said, when it came time for his step-
father, Navy Chief Petty Officer Royce
Parfait, to transfer from Sasebo Naval
Base. Virginia, it appeared, was the likely
destination, and Salinas said he’d spent the
summer preparing against sailor-wres-
tlers experienced in folkstyle, used in the
States.

He’d even spent time recruiting for the
Cobras, helping boost their lineup to re-
cord levels, when word came that Salinas
would ultimately head for Okinawa.

“This is the biggest team I've ever been
on,” said Salinas of the nearly 40 in the
Panthers wrestling room. “There were so
many new faces. It was nerve-wracking;
they’d never seen me wrestle and I’d never
seen them wrestle.”

In very short order, he’s been made wel-
come to the Panthers, his teammates and
coach said.

“Ricky helps to improve others along
with himself and tries to better those

around him the best way he knows how,”
Panthers junior 158-pounder Dominic
Santanelli said. “It’s great having a guy
like him on your side because of the hard
work he brings for us.”

Even those who wrestle at lower weights
say they’ve felt Salinas’ early influence.
“He’s shown me a few good pointers and
taught me different techniques to moves
that he’s learned,” senior 108-pounder Tasi
Duenas said. “He’s also been able to give
our team feedback on some of the teams
[in Japan] and how they wrestle.”

Salinas’ departure from E.J. King did
leave a vacancy there, but the Cobras this
season are fielding 11 wrestlers, up from
four last year, the most in coaches Joe and
Jennifer Cockerel’s five seasons at the
helm. “The program is going,” said Jenni-
fer, the team’s DODDS sponsor.

“We do miss him. If he’d stayed, we’d
have had a better shot” at a Far East Di-
vision II title, Jennifer Cockerel said. “If I
could have kept him a few more months, I
‘would have. We look forward to seeing him
even if in different colors.”

Dave ORNAUER/Stars and Stripes

Ricky Salinas, top, works with
practice partner Adrian Pinero on
Tuesday. “He brings a whole new set
it the upper

ornauer.dave@stripes.com

of - for
middles,” coach Steve Schrock said.

Boys basketball

Myles Haynes, Seoul American: Averaged 13
points, five steals and six assists in two games,
both victories, and helped the Falcons remain un-
beaten on the season.

Nicholas White, Osan: Scored 33 points in a
loss to Seoul American, the Cougars’ first of the
season, but improving his DODDS Pacific-leading
scoring average to 30.5 points per game.

Joone Abaya, Daegu: Junior guard averaged
18 points in two games, both Warriors losses, but
the two closest games the team has played this
season.

Home Team

Jamario Harris, Kadena: Averaged 11.4 points
per game as his team went 5-3 and was the
only Panther named to the All-Tournament team
in the Martin Luther King Invitational Basketball
Tournament.

Nick Ashley, Kubasaki: Averaged 12.4 points
over eight games to help the Dragons finish fourth
in the MLK.

Girls basketball

, Seoul Aver-
aged 8 rebounds in two games, both victories,
helping the Falcons remain unbeaten in their last

@

eight games.

Taylor Myatt, Daegu: Senior post player contin-
ued her recent surge by averaging 15.5 points and
11 rebounds in two games, both Warriors losses.

Jasmine Rhodes, Kadena: Averaged 12.4
points per game in helping lead the Panthers
to their third MLK Tournament finals appear-
ance in the last four years and was named
All-Tournament.

Wrestling
Jack Barnes, Seoul American: Defending Far
East 215-pound champion won two bouts, one

by technical fall, the other by pin, to remain un-
beaten on the season and keep the Falcons un-
beaten as a team.

Ricky Salinas, Kadena: Won his Okinawa debut
by pin at 168 pounds, making him 11-0 on the
season, including 10 victories in DODDS Japan
competition before transferring to Okinawa.

Dre Paylor, Kinnick: Won three times, twice by
technical fall and once by pin, to stay unbeaten
in 2015 — in his first season on the mat — and
help the Red Devils defend their Kanto regular-
season title.

Eddie Rogers Kent Harris Gregory Broome Dave Ornauer
Sports Editor Overseas Sports Editor Sports reporter Sports reporter
rogers. ipes.com  harri ipes.com  broome. ipes.com  ornauer. ipes.com
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HIGH SCHOOL: DODDS EUROPE

Top performances

Boys hasketball

Robert Braswell, Patch: The fast-
rising new Panthers star had something
of a breakout weekend in wins over Wi-
esbaden. Braswell scored 15, including
several key fourth-quarter hoops, in
Friday’s 53-44 win and poured in 20
in Saturday’s more comfortable 72-57
victory.

David Vidovic, Hohenfels: The Ti-
gers recovered from a Friday loss to
Black Forest Academy with a 75-65
overtime victory over the Falcons. Vi-
dovic led the way with 23 points, seven
rebounds and six assists.

Myles Erkins, Lakenheath: Consis-
tency was the name of the game for
the Lancers standout. Erkins scored 14
points on Friday and 15 on Saturday
in leading Lakenheath to consecutive
routs of SHAPE.

Girls basketball

Rebecca Russell, Wiesbaden: After
missing last year's championship game
with an injury, the sharpshooting guard
has fully returned to her role as the War-
riors’ offensive catalyst. She continued
to round into form over the weekend,
scoring a combined 26 points in con-
secutive romps over Patch.

Rezana Todman, Ramstein: The
Royals wrecked Vilseck's homestand
behind Todman'’s all-around efforts.
The guard went for 12 points, eight
rebounds and six steals Friday and 10
points, four steals and three assists
Saturday.

Emily Campbell, Black Forest Acad-
emy: The All-Europe senior centerpiece
of the defending Division Il champi-
ons led the Falcons past a tough rival
over the weekend. Campbell posted a
combined 32 points and 13 rebounds
in Friday and Saturday defeats of
Hohenfels.

Wrestling

Chris Dufresne and Nick Dufresne,
Alconbury: The Dragons couldn't com-
pete with the overall depth of Ramstein
and Lakenheath, but the Dufresne
brothers made sure the school didn't
come away empty. Chris won the 195-
pound bracket and Nick did the same
at 182 to deliver Alconbury’s lone
weight-class wins.

Marksmanship
Kaitlyn Carson and Ryan Roberts,
Ansbach: The Cougars duo took first
and second place, respectively, in last
week's five-team remote meet. Car-
son’s 279 points included a meet-best
98 from prone position, while Roberts
paced the field with a kneeling 95 en

route to a 276-point showing.

Hoops teams get set for trek meets

Events offer rare chance to face
division rivals from other countries

By GREGORY BROOME
Stars and Stripes

For a long time in DODDS Eu-
rope athletics, the term “division”
has had two distinct meanings.

First, there is the widely-known
and accepted definition: a group-
ing as a platform for fair compe-
tition. Similarly-sized schools are
placed in the same division and
compete for a championship on
relatively equal footing, at least in
terms of student-body population.
As an example, large schools such
as Kaiserslautern and Wiesbaden
play for one European title, while
small schools like Baumholder
and Brussels play for another.

There is also, however, another
division in DODDS Europe. This
refers to the circumstances, large-
1y geographical and financial, that
divide schools even in the same
division from one another. Per-
haps the most prominent example
in recent years is the general lack
of regular-season games, except-
ing football, pitting schools based
in Italy against schools based any-
where else in DODDS Europe.
Another example: annual Divi-
sion III tournaments comprised
of teams that often haven’t played
one another since the previous
year’s tournament.

The issue has long stirred con-
versation in DODDS Europe cir-
cles. Now it appears to be stirring
action.

This weekend, 14 schools from
five European countries will gath-
er for four events that can only be
described as basketball meets.
The series of Friday and Saturday
games — set for Alconbury in the
United Kingdom, AFNORTH in
Netherlands and Aviano and Vi-
cenza in Italy — will allow teams
not based in the DODDS Europe
stronghold of Germany an unusu-
al level of access to some of the
teams they will eventually face
for a European championship.

That’s entirely by design,
DODDS Europe athletic director
Karen Seadore said, and a direct
result of the sweeping realign-
ment that, among other changes,

moved Italian teams Naples and
Vicenza from Division II to Divi-
sion I

“With the realignment of the
divisions, schools had requested
that they have some regular-sea-
son competition against oppo-
nents in their division,” Seadore
said. “This year we tried to pro-
vide at least one weekend of com-
petition for the schools in Italy.”

It’s not a comprehensive solu-
tion. While American Overseas
School of Rome, Aviano, Naples
and Vicenza will all face foreign
opponents this weekend, Divi-
sion III Sigonella will host Mary-
mount as part of a regular-season
schedule comprised entirely of

other Italian teams.

But coaches agree that it is
progress.

“I think these multi-team

matchups are extremely impor-
tant. I'm very much looking for-
ward to playing teams that we
usually don’t get to see until the
tournament,” Aviano girls coach
Laura Corder said. “These match-
ups are going to be a really great
experience for our team.”

Aviano will host three Division
II rivals this weekend, includ-
ing German programs Ansbach
and Hohenfels along with AOSR.
Hohenfels boys coach Kathlene
Clemmons said she’s also in favor
of the arrangement.

“It is always an advantage to
see your competition in terms of
preparation,” Clemmons said.

Elsewhere in Italy, Naples and
host Vicenza will take on German
schools Patch and Vilseck. Naples
girls coach Shelley Smith said the
games are a welcome addition to
aschedule that mostly features D-
II and III in-country opponents.

“This should help us have a
more realistic view of what our
competition will be like in the Eu-
ropean tournament,” Smith said.
“This is the kind of competition
we need.”

Vilseck boys coach John Sa-
bala called this weekend’s Ital-
ian excursion “a bonus for all
involved.”

Kent Hagris/Stars and Stripes

Aviano's Victoria Vigil goes to the basket while defended by Naples’
Keylee Soto in a Dec. 12 game at Aviano Air Base, Italy. Both
players will be in action this weekend against teams from Germany
making rare visits south of the Alps.

“The more Division I opponents
we face, the better we are come
tournament time,” Sabala said.

While this weekend was de-
signed primarily to further in-
corporate Italian teams into the
DODDS Europe mix, a similar
dynamic will play out in north-
ern Europe. Rota will travel from
Spain to the Netherlands to face
Bitburg and host AFNORTH in
the only regular-season DODDS
Europe games on its schedule.
Meanwhile, Baumholder and
Menwith Hill will converge in
Alconbury in a three-way Divi-
sion III set, though Menwith Hill
doesn’t field a girls team.

Baumholder girls coach Matt
Martinez is happy for his team to
participate.

“It is always nice knowing what
to expect and what you will be up
against come tournament time,”
Martinez said.

But Martinez, a former ath-
letic director at England-based
Division I school Lakenheath,
would like to see the concept de-
ployed even further. His Bucs still
navigate a schedule that stresses
geographic convenience over
school-size equality, and will play
a home-and-home series with
Division I Kaiserslautern next

month to conclude its regular-sea-
son slate. Baumholder’s other op-
ponents this year include Division
II AFNORTH, Bitburg and Black
Forest Academy and Division IIT
Brussels.

The Bucs’ near-constant un-
derdog status can affect player
morale, Martinez said.

“It still would be nice to face
more Division ITI teams and even
the smaller Division II schools,”
Martinez said. “Teaching and
learning would be a ton easier if
we could possibly see some im-
mediate results from the labor
the kids put into the program.”

More events like this weekend’s
basketball meets would further
address the lingering concerns
Martinez laid out. DODDS Eu-
rope scheduling is trending in
that direction, though Seadore
wouldn’t commit beyond the com-
ing soccer, baseball and softball
seasons.

“For the spring, we are looking
at a similar format for the Italy
schools,” Seadore said. “Beyond
that, I have no idea what [the 2015-
16 school year] will bring with re-
gard to funding.

“One season at a time.”

broome.gregory@stripes.com
Twitter: @broomestripes
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NHL

MarT SLocum/AP

The Flyers’ Mark Streit, right, battles for the puck over the
Penguins’ Sidney Crosby on Tuesday in Philadelphia. The Flyers won

3-2 in overtime.

Roundup

Giroux lifts Flyers
over Penguins in 0T

Fight-filled game features 93 penalty minutes

The Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA — Claude
Giroux scored 3:57 into overtime,
lifting the Philadelphia Flyers
over the Pittsburgh Penguins 3-
2 in a fight-filled game Tuesday
night.

After a throwback clash that
featured one ejection and 93 pen-
alty minutes, perhaps this one
should have been decided by the
judges’ scorecards rather than
goals.

Philadelphia wing Zac Rinaldo
was tossed and faces a likely sus-
pension for plowing Kris Letang
into the glass. Flyers All-Star
and NHL scoring leader Jake
Voracek threw a series of fists in
his first fight of the season. And
Pittsburgh forward Steve Downie
gave a flippant wave to a jeering
crowd as he skated to the locker
room after his role in a brawl.

Heated rivals for years, the
teams fought four times in the
second period for a total of 66
penalty minutes.

Pittsburgh’s Beau Bennett and
Philadelphia’s Chris VandeVelde
scored in the third to make it 2-
all. Luke Schenn also scored for
the Flyers, and Chris Kunitz tied
it with a short-handed goal.

Lightning 4, Canucks 1: Alex
Killorn had two goals, Valtteri
Filppula added a goal and an as-
sist, and Tampa Bay took over the
top spot in the Eastern Confer-
ence with a victory over visiting
Vancouver.

Brian Boyle also scored for
the Lightning, who lead the New
York Islanders by one point in the
East.

Rangers 3, Senators 2 (OT):
Carl Hagelin deflected in Derek
Stepan’s slick backhand pass 2:55
into overtime to give host New
York a comeback victory over
Ottawa.

Oilers 5, Capitals 4 (SO):
Teddy Purcell scored the decisive
goal in a shootout after Edmonton
rallied from a two-goal deficit
late in regulation, and the Oilers
ended Washington’s seven-game
home winning streak.

Purcell beat Capitals goalie
Braden Holtby in the fourth
round of the shootout after Viktor
Fasth stopped Eric Fehr.

Red Wings 5, Wild 4 (SO):
Gustav Nyqust and Pavel Dat-
syuk scored in a shootout, and
host Detroit outlasted Minnesota
after the Wild rallied from three
goals down in the third period.

Detroit won for only the second
time in nine shootouts this season
and came away with its fifth con-
secutive victory overall. Nyquist
also scored in regulation, but the
Red Wings blew a 4-1 lead in the
third.

Canadiens 2, Predators 1
(OT): P.K. Subban scored on a
power play 4:09 into overtime,
lifting Montreal over visiting
Nashville.

Carey Price was back in the
Montreal net after missing two
games with an upper-body injury
He made 37 saves.

Blackhawks 6, Coyotes 1: An-
drew Shaw broke out of a scoring
slump with two goals to help host
Chicago beat struggling Arizona.

Patrick Kane had a goal and
two assists, and rookie Teuvo Ter-
avainen had a goal and an assist.

Bruins 3, Stars 1: Tuukka
Rask made 36 saves, and Dougie
Hamilton had a goal and an assist
to lead Boston past host Dallas.

Hamilton assisted on Gregory
Campbell’s second-period goal
that broke a 1-all tie, then scored
on a third-period power play.

Kari Lehtonen made 24 saves
for Dallas.

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

L OT Pts GF GA
Tampa Bay 48 4 4 64 156 127
9 63 139 119
Momreal 45 3 61 123 106
t 6 56 124 118
10 50 107 122
3 47 139 146
9 45122 125
3 31 89 167
Islanders 1 63 151 129
burgh 7 59 136 114
N.Y. Rangers 4 58 134 106
hinFto 9 57 137 120
Philadelphia 7 45 130 146
bus 3 43 113 138
New Jersey 8 42 107 134
Carolina 5 37 98 120

Western Conference
cenlra Division

OT Pts GF GA
Nashville 45 5 65 137 104
St. Louis 46 4 62 148 111
Chicago 46 2 60 145 106
Wmmneg 41 8 58 131 117
Dallas 46 7 49 144 151
Colorado a1 10 48 122 135
Minnesota 6 6 128 137

Pacific Divisi

Anaheim 46 0 6 66133 121
Vancouver 45 6 3 55124 114
San Jose a7 7 6 54 127 130
Calgary 46 25 18 3 53 133 119
LosAnge\es 46 20 14 12 52 127 122
Arizon: 4 s 5 5 37 5 155
Edmonton 9 33 158

6
e: TWo pcmts VOr awin, one pomt
for overtime oss,

e
N.Y. Islanders 7 Phl adelphla 4
onto

st. Louis 3, Colorado 1
Columbus 3, Minnesota 1
Calgary 2, Los Angeles 1, OT
New Jersgy s, SanJ

ay’
Edmonton 5, Washlngton 4 (0)
etrolt 5, Minnesota 2 (S0)

Y, Rangers 3, Ottawa 2 (OT
Philadelpia 3, P.usnur nz ton

ontreal 2, Nashville 1 (OT)
oo a4, Vancouver 1
Chicago 6, Arizona 1
Boston 3, Dallas 1
Wednesday's games
Toronto at Ottawa
Chicago at Pittsburgh
Columbus at Winnipeg
Boston at Colorado
Calgary at Anaheim
Los Angeles at San Jose
ursday’s games
No games schedule
iday's games

No games scheduled

Tuesday
Bruins 3, Stars 1
Boston 0 2 1-3
Dallas 1 0-1
Second Period—1, Dallas, F\ddler 6
(Spezza, Demers), 6:46. 2, Boston, Eriks-
son 11 (Soderberg, Kel\y). 14:17. 3

Flyers 3, Penguins 2 (om
Pittsburgh 1 l 0-2
Philadelphia 0 1-3
irst Period—1, Ph\lade\phla,LSchenn
2,13:11.

Second Period—2, Pittsburgh, Kunitz
14. 2:59 (sh).

eriod—3, Pittsburgh, Bennett
( Spaling), 2:01. 4, Pl |Iade|Dh\a,
VandeVeIdEG(DE Zotto, Lecavalier), 4:0;
rertime—>5, Phll d IDh\a. Giroux 16
(Voracek Str it), E
Goa P\tts urgh 17-9-9-0—
14-17-

Sho
35. Pmlade Iphia

ower-play opportun ies—Pittsburgh
oofs, Bhiladeiphia 1 o

es—Pittsbure qh Greiss 4-2-3 (40
Shotes Saves), PhiadcinG, Erery
9-1(35-33).
A=19,982 (19,541). T—2:45.

Blackhawks 6, Coyotes 1

Arizona 01 0-1
Chicago 2 3 1-6
First_Period—1, Chicago, Toews 14
(pp). 2, Chicago, Shaw

kel\)
3 Kane 22

econd Period:
(Richards, sharp). 3 518 Chiado. Yera
vainen 2 (Bickell, Hialmarssom, 3:43. 5,
Arizona, Lessio 1 (Gagner, Yandle, 17:54.
6, Chicago, Shaw 8 (Keith), 1

Tuied Period~7, Chucagc, Rundblad 2

(Kane, Richards),
X he Anzona 9-10-17—36.
P

o

ities—Arizona 0

Goalies—Arizona, M.Smith 7-20-3 (51
shots-45 saves). Chicago, Raanta 7-3.0
(36-35).

A=21,427 (19,717). T=2:23.

Canadiens 2, Predators 1 (0T)
Nashville 0 1 0 0-1
Munheal

9

0 2
ond Period—1, Nashvnle, Ribeir
10 Cones Forenero) 1
fiora Pertod—3 Nionireal, Galchenyuk
12 Subban, Desharnais), 2:02 (pp).
me—3, Montreal, Subban 11
(Markov, Gaichenyuk, 4:08 (op).
s on Goal—Nashille 14-14-8-1—
37. Montreal 4-9-12-2
Poweiplay _abpertanities—Nashille
00f 1; Montreal 2 of 3.
oalies—Nashville, Hutton 1-4:3 (27
SO Savess Momtresl, Price 32102
(37-36)..
A=21,287 (21,273). T—2:49.

Red Wings 5, Wild 4 ( 0)
3
0

Minnesota
Detroit HH
it won shootout 2-0
lod 1. Detroit. Pullkinen 1
9:09. 2, Minnesota, Koivu
Ml zztnu) 3, Detroit, Ericsson 2
(Nyquist, Zetterberg), 14:
eriod—3, Def trom Nyqulst 19

(Kronwall, Zetterberg), 3 5, De-
froft, e Getamors, Atdeikader,

Third Period—6, Minnesota, Par\se s
(Pominville, Vanek), 6:01 (pp).
: 1 5

Det
rlrsl [

ton, G.Campbell 5 (Ci Hamil-

iod—4, Boston, Hamilton 8
REmhy, 743 o

Shots n Goal - Boston 7-13-7—27. Dal-
fas 10-11-16-37.
r-play opportunities—Boston 1

of 4; Dallas 0 of
alies—| Bost on, Rask 20-11-6 (37
shots-36 saves). Dallas, Lehtonen 19-10-
7(27-24).
A—17,432 (18,532). T—2:28.

nesota, Vanek 9 (Suter, caner)‘
Minnesota, Parise 19, 13:2
0 (Parise NG,
golvu NG), Detroit 2 (Datsyuk & Nyquist
Shot: Gual—Mlnnescta 10-12-13-
338, Detroit 6783

Lightning 4, Canucks 1
Vancnuver 0 0 l—1
TamP

Secons dPe iod—1, TampaBay,Fl\ppula
9 (Stamkos, Cal\ahan), 13:32.

Third erlnd -2, Tampa Bay, Kll\orn 10
(Hedman, Filppula), :11. 3, Tampa Bay,
Boyle 9 (Connolly, Morrow) 4: 16 4, Van-
couver, Corrado 1 (Burrows, Higgins),
8:09. 5, Tampa Bay, Kll\orn 11 (Paquette,
Hedman), 173 (en).

Vancouver 4-12-12—
28 Fampa 10—2

Power-play opportu

00f 7; Tampa Bay 0 of

es—Vancouver, Miller 23-10-1 (25

saves). Tampa Bay, Bishop 24-7-

ShOlS'
2(28-27).
A—18,517 (19,204). T=2:

Oilers 5, Capitals 4 (S0)
Edmonton 11 20-5
Washington 30 10-4

dmon!nn ‘won shootout 2-1
Period—1, Wa: shlngtnn Dvechkm

26 (Burakovsk% Green), fash-
Traton, Ouathiin 37 (@racn, Jondntaon.
13: 3, Edmy Y 4 (Yaku'
pov, Klefbom), 14:51. 4, Washington, Bea-

gle 7 (Carison Wiison),
econd Period—5, Edmonton, Nikitin 3
(schultz, Nuqent Hopkins), 1 P).
Third jod—6, Washington, Backr
strom 15 (carlson, Burakovsky), 6:38. 7,
Edmonton, Purce Lander, Fraser),
E monmn. Nugent Hopkins 12
(Pcullot Eberle). 1
oaiout. Eamonton 2 (Yakupov NG,
Eberle NGV D.Roy G, Purcell G), Wash-
ington 1 (iuznetsoy G, Backstrom NG,
Ovechkin NG, Fehr N
fots on Goal- Edmonton 6-9-14-2—
31 washmglona 10-5-
Power-play oppor
1 of 6; Washington 1 of 2.
Goalies—Edmonton, Fasth 4-10-2 (24

shots-20 saves). Washington, Holtby 22-
9-8 (31-27).

A—18,506 (18,506). T—2:43.
Rangers 3, Senators 2 (OT)
ottawa 02002
N.Y. Rangers 11 1-3

Second Period—1, N.Y. Rangers Hayes
6 (Girardi, Hagelln) 9:29. 2, Ottawa,

Karlsson 9 (Turris, Stone), 13:38.
la\/\!‘a, M\chalek 6 (Chlasson. Z\bane]ad).
1

i Petiod—4, N.. Rangers, Kreider
10 (Staal, St. Louis), 2:42.
Overtime—5, NV, Rangers Hagelin 9
(Stepan, McDonagh), 2
ots Goal—ottawa 7-14-13-1-35.
N.Y. Rangers 91781~
Power-vlay uvportumtles —ottawa 1
of % s 0 of 3.
oali awa, Anderscn 12-11-7
(35 Sn0te32 Saved). N Rangers. Lun
davist 23-9-3 (35-33).
A—18,006 (18,006). T—

Scoring leaders

20f 5; Detroit 1 of 2.
Goalles—Minnesota, _Dubnyk (10

shotooh avess Kuomper 1313 (7

Second, 14-14). Detrolt, Mrazek 5-3-1 (38:

'A—20,027 (20,027). T—2:41.

Through Jan. 20

P G APTS

Jakub voracek Phi 48 17 39
Tyler Seguin, Dal 46 28 24 52
Patrick Kane, chn 46 22 29 51
Evgeni Malkin, Pit 45 19 32 51
Claude Giroux, Phi 47 16 35 51
Sidney Crosby, Pit 42 15 36 51
Ryan Getzlaf, Anh 45 14 35 49
Ty\erlohnson B 46 17 31 48
Viadimi . StL 46 24 23 47
Nicklas Backstrom, Was 46 15 32 47
Steven Stamkos, T8 48 26 19 45
John Tavares, NYI 46 21 24 45

Kyle Okposo, NYI 4 30

pOSO, 6 14 42
Henrik Zetterberg, Det 47 14 30 44
5 tied with 43 pts.

PauL Sancva/AP

Wild goalie Darcy Kuemper, left, blocks a shot by Red Wings left wing Justin Abdelkader as defenseman
Christian Folin, right, defends during Tuesday’s game in Detroit. The Red Wings won 5-4 in a shootout.
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AUSTRALIAN OPEN

Sharapova, Nadal escape

Federer loses first set, but rallies
to advance to third round of Open

By Jou~ PyE
The Associated Press

MELBOURNE, Australia
— Rafael Nadal dropped to his
knees, clasping his hands tightly
and appearing to be on the verge
of tears as he celebrated a win at
the Australian Open.

The 14-time Grand Slam cham-
pion has played some epic match-
es on Rod Laver Arena, including
an almost six-hour final. This was
a comeback second-round win
over U.S. qualifier Tim Smyczek,
a player ranked No. 112 who had
never beaten a top 10 player.

The 6-2,3-6,6-7 (2),6-3,7-5win
Wednesday was a breakthrough of
sorts for the third-seeded Nadal,
who came into the first major of
the season after playing just four
tournaments since Wimbledon
due to a right wrist injury and ap-
pendix surgery.

At the end of the third game
of the third set, Nadal called for
assistance and was given medica-
tion for stomach pain. At times in
the match he was doubled over in
pain, seemingly on the verge of
sickness or exhaustion.

Yet he pulled through, earning
the only break of the fifth set in
the 11th game and then serving it
out — after wasting three match
points — in 4 hours, 12 minutes.

Smyczek pushed Nadal to the
limits, and played fair. When a
spectator screamed out as Nadal
tossed the ball for his serve at 30-
0 in the last game, the American
insisted Nadal replay the serve.

“Very tough night for me. Just
first of all I want to congratulate
Tim — he’s a real gentleman,”
Nadal said. “What he did in the
last game is ... not a lot of people
will do something like this at 6-5
in the fifth set.”

No. 2-ranked Maria Sharapova
saved two match points before es-

caping with a 6-1, 4-6, 7-5 second-
round win over fellow Russian
Alexandra Panova, a qualifier
ranked No. 150.

Roger Federer dropped the
first set and needed medical ad-
vice on his sore right pinkie fin-
ger — scolding a camera operator
by saying “Do you have to be that
close?” — before beating Simone
Bolelli 3-6, 6-3, 6-2, 6-2 to reach
the third round.

Sharapova made 51 unforced
errors as she went for the lines,
but kept swinging hard and saved
some of her best ground strokes
for when she needed them.

She faced match point twice
in the 10th game of the third set,
stepping into a return winner on
a weak second serve and later
ripping a forehand winner deep
into the corner against Panova,
who entered the Australian Open
without a single match win at five
previous majors.

The only Grand Slam champion
remaining in her half of the draw,
Sharapova next plays No. 31 Za-
rina Diyas.

In a late match that started
just before midnight because of
the extended Nadal five-setter,
French Open finalist and third-
seeded Simona Halep beat Jarmi-
la Gajdsova 6-2, 6-2.

No. 7 Eugenie Bouchard, who
reached the semifinals or bet-
ter at three of the four majors in
2014, needed just 54 minutes to
beat Kiki Bertens 6-0, 6-3. Also
advancing were No. 10 Ekaterina
Makarova, No. 21 Peng Shuai and
No. 22 Karolina Pliskova.

Federer was bothered by pain
in his right hand, and took a med-
ical timeout after the first set,
before recovering to beat No. 48
Bolelli.

Three-time Australian Open fi-
nalist Andy Murray wasn’t both-
ered by anything, particularly

2nd round scares

Ros GRIFFITH/AP

Maria Sharapova reaches for a backhand retum during her second round match agamst compalnut
Sh

Alexandra Panova in Melbourne,

won 6-1,

the parochial crowd, as he beat
Melbourne’s Marinko Matosevic
6-1,6-3,6-2.

Seventh-seeded Tomas Berdych
advanced along with No. 10 Grig-
or Dimitrov, No. 14 Kevin Ander-
son and No. 24 Richard Gasquet.

Seven of the men’s seeds were
defeated — among them, 2006
Australian Open finalist Marcos
Baghdatis beat No. 20 David Gof-
fin and Bernard Tomic had a late
6-7(5),6-4,7-6 (6),7-6 (5) win over
No. 22 Philipp Kohlschreiber.

Australian  teenager  Nick
Kyrgios — who was a wild card
ranked No. 144 when he beat
Nadal in the fourth round at Wim-
bledon last year — beat No. 23 Ivo
Karlovic in a four-set match fea-
turing a combined 65 aces, 40 by
the loser.

LEE JiN-mAN/AP
Rafael Nadal makes a return to Tim

Wednesday. Nadal advanced to the third round with a 6-. 2 3-6, 6-7
(2), 6-3, 7-5 victory.

Introducing Mercedes-Benz to the MAS product line-up

Leaving the Middle Ea:

militaryaulosource.com

sour military program benefits.
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NBA

Testing
ground

NBA turning to D-League for

experimentation,

By ANTONIO GONZALEZ
The Associated Press

SANTA CRUZ, Calif.
avid Arseneault Jr.
thought nothing of the
email when it first ap-
peared in his inbox.

The message from Dean Oliver,
the Sacramento Kings’ director
of player personnel and analytics,
just seemed like another inquiry
about the quirky system his fa-
ther ran at tiny Grinnell College.
Little did Arseneault know that
the Kings had been targeting him
as a candidate to coach their NBA
Development League affiliate,
the Reno Bighorns, for a unique
basketball experiment.

“I called him, and he asked if
I had interest in the job. I said,
‘The head coaching job?”” Arse-
neault said, recalling the story
during the D-League Showcase
that concludes Monday night in
Santa Cruz. “He said, ‘Yes.’ I said,
‘Of course I have interest.” I was
shocked. I was a 28-year-old, part-
time assistant coach at a Division
III school in the middle of Towa.”

Arseneault’s addition is the lat-
est — and perhaps most uncon-
ventional — example of how NBA
franchises are increasingly using
their minor-league team as a test-
ing ground for new ideas.

Since it started in 2001, the
D-League has been focused on
fostering and funneling talent to
the NBA. That’s come mostly in
the form of personnel, with the
league’s most recent count tal-
lying 139 players, 29 assistant
coaches and two head coaches
— Memphis’ Dave Joerger, and
Utah’s Quin Snyder — currently
on NBA rosters with D-League
experience.

With 17 of 30 NBA franchises
affiliated with one lower-tier club
now, the expanding partnerships
are allowing the D-League to be-
come a melting pot for innovation.

Arseneault and his father,
David Arseneault Sr., got the at-
tention of the Kings in 2012 when
Jack Taylor scored an NCAA-
record 138 points in Grinnell’s
179-104 victory over Faith Bap-
tist Bible. Arseneault Jr. was the
de facto head coach the past few
years, though his dad held the of-
ficial title.

Now he has the Bighorns av-
eraging 140 points per game in
what has simply become known
as The System. The general prin-
ciples are to shoot within 12 sec-

innovation

a)

Above: A coach draws up a play during an NBA League

in Santa Cruz, Calif. With 17 of 30 NBA franchises affiliated with one lower-tier clnb now, the
to beoame a melting pot for innovation. Top: Reno head coach David Arsenault Jr. talks to his team durlng a tlme out. Arsenault was

hired based on the quirky system his father ran at Grinnell College. Now he has the Bighomns averaging 140 points per game.

onds, apply a full-court pressure
defense, substitute all five players
every couple of minutes and at-
tempt a ton of three-pointers.
“Organized chaos,” he calls it.
Arseneault said he commu-
nicates with Sacramento’s front
office daily, including Oliver,
Kings general manager Pete
D’Alessandro, assistant general
manager Mike Bratz, and scout-
ing coordinator and Bighorns
i general Chris

hired Nevada Smith — then just
33 years old — from Division IIT
Keystone College in La Plume,
Pa., to lead their D-League af-
filiate, the Rio Grande Valley
Vipers.

The Rockets, led by general
manager Daryl Morey, were inter-
ested in Smith because of the way
his team relied almost entirely on
3s and layups. They’ve used Rio
Grande Valley, which attempted a

Gilbert.

“The ultimate goal is to pro-
vide the Sacramento Kings with
something that they can use at
the highest level of basketball,”
Arseneault said.

The Kings, through a team
spokesman, declined to comment
on the system. But they’ve hardly
been the only franchise taking a
trial-and-error attitude with their
D-League team.

Last year, the Houston Rockets

h 45.4 shots per game
from beyond the arc last season,
to try out different schemes.

“I think we’ve had some cre-
ative minds,” Smith said. “We
have some other things we’ll do
at some point in the season. Kind
of saving them right now. You’ll
have to wait and see. It’s kind of
crazy, but it’s fun.”

The Golden State Warriors are
fully invested in their D-League
club, the Santa Cruz Warriors,

PHoTos BY MaRrcio Jose SaNcHEZ/AP

the Reno Blghoms and Westchester Knicks
the D-

who are owned and operated by
the NBA franchise.

Santa Cruz coach Casey Hill
spent this summer learning the
system Steve Kerr implemented
with Golden State. The Warriors,
like many teams, want players to
know the system at both levels
so when they’re called up or sent
down — as center Ognjen Kuzmic
has been often this season — they
know what to do.

“It’s a tool that we’re going to
use, and we have used, to make
our NBA team better,” Warriors
general manager Bob Myers said.

With constant call-ups and con-
tract buyouts, the ever-changing
rosters in the D-League create
the biggest challenges for teams
trying to think outside the box.

Arseneault, for instance, was
rotating more than 15 players
at Grinnell. Now he usually has
about 10 players with Reno, and

they’re all competing for an NBA
contract.

Arseneault, under the direction
of the Kings, said he has made
subtle adjustments every game.
In a 129-119 win over the West-
chester Knicks on Friday night,
he had one group run the Grin-
nell system and another group
run a traditional system to fit
everyone’s skills.

Arseneault finds it all fasci-
nating, mostly because he never
expected the system his father
adopted to ever win games — let
alone at the professional level. It
was just supposed to inject some
fun into a small college team.

“T've told [the Kings], ‘Please
come to me with any experiments
you would like to see,” Arse-
neault said. “If we can even pro-
vide them with one little thing,
one little tweak, I would consider
it a success.”
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NBA scoreboard

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

Pct GB
Toronto 27 14659 —
Brooklyn 1724 415 10
Boston 1326 333 13
Philadelphia 33 195 19
New York 36 143 21%
Southeast Division
Atlanta 348 810 —
wasmngton 29 13 .60 5
18 23 439 15%
Chaotte 7 25 405 17
orlando 5 29 341 20
Central Division
hicag 16 628 -
c\eve?ami 20 54 4%
Milwaukee 20 52 5
Detroit 26 381 10%
Indiana 28 349 12

Western Conference

Southwest Division
L Pct GB

Memphis 1z 707 —
Houston 690 %
Dallas 13 690 1
San Antonio 628 3
New Orleans 21 488 9

Northwest Division
portland 111 738 —
Oklahoma City 120 512 9%
enver 8 24 429 13
Utah 427 341 16%
Minnesota 7 ars

Pacific Division

Golden State 3 6 .846 —
L.A. Clippers 8 14 667 6%
Phoenix 5 18 .581 10
Sacramento 6 25 .3%0 18
L.A. Lakers 2 30 .286 22%

washmgmn 111 Phqadeﬂ)hla 76

Houston 110, Indiana 98
New York 99, New Orleans 92
Cleveland 108, Chicago 94
Toronto 92, Milwaukee 89
Portland 98, Sacramento 94
Phoenix 115 L.A. Lakers 100
esday’s games
Oklahoma ¢ cny 94, Miami 86
San Antonio 109, Denver 99
/ednesday’s games
New York at Pmladelpma
Miami at Charlott
Utah at Cleveland

Houston at Golden State
Thursday’s games

San Antonio at Chicago

Utah at Milwaukee

Boston at Portland

Brooklyn at L.A. Clippers

Tuesday
Spurs 109, Nuggets 99
ITONIO — Leonard 6-13 2-2

N
17, Duncan 6-10 4-4 16, Splitter 2-4 2-2
een 2-12 0-0 6

Ayres 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 38-84 22-27 109.
DENVER — Chandler 5-11 1-3 11, Faried
9-178-12 26, Nurkic 5-9.0-0 10, Lawson 2-6
0-0 4, Afflalo 6-11 6-8 21, Nelson 4-11 0-0
8, Hickson 3-83-49, Arthur 2-30-05, Foye
1322 5, Totals 37-79 20-29 99,
San Antonio 20 31 29 29-109
Denver 20 28 28 23—

ssists—
(Ginobili 8), Denver 26 (Lawson 8). To-
tal Fouls—San Antonio 27, Denver 23.
A—14,434 (19,155).

Thunder 94, Heat 86
IOMA CITY — Durant 9-24 1-1
19, Ibaka 4-10 0-0 9, Adams 5-7 0-
Westbrook 8-17 3-4 19, Roberson 2-4 0-0
5, Waiters 1-9 1-2 3,
Perkins 0-3 0-0 0, Jacl
i 1. Tof

6 16, Whiteside 5-5 0.0 10, Chaimers 2-4
1-16, Wade 8-18 2-4 18, Granger 3-51-2 9,
Napier 1-3 2-2 5, Andersen 3-6 0-0 7, Cole

25 0-0 4, Haslem 0-0 0-0 0, Williams 1-4
0-0 3. Totals 32-68 14-19 86.
Oklahoma City 24 25 23 22-94
Miami 21 23 17 19-86

Three-Point Goals—Oklahoma City 6-
26_(Jackson 2-3, Morrow 2-4, Roberson
1-2, Tbaka 1-4, Westbrook 0-2, Waiters 0-

3, Durant 0-8), ranger 2-3,
Andersen 1-1, Napies osh 1-3, Deng
15 Chaimers 15, williams. 1-4, Cole

homa City 15 (Durant 5), Miami 20 (Wade
6) Total Fouls—Oklahoma City 23, Miami

&, Technicais—Miami delay of game.
A—19,735 (19,600).

NBA roundup

Thunder top Heat to get above .500

The Associated Press

MIAMI — Just about every sta-
tistic was what the Miami Heat
would have wanted.

They kept Kevin Durant and
Russell Westbrook off the foul
line for the most part, watched
Oklahoma City’s two stars com-
bine to miss every three-pointer
they tried, limited both to under
20 points and held the Thunder
far below their typical scoring
output of late.

And even that wasn’t enough.

Durant and Westbrook both
scored 19 points and the Thunder
beat the Heat 94-86 on Tuesday
night — the win putting Okla-
homa City over the .500 mark for
the first time this season.

“We did a great job of keep-
ing our composure, just playing
through the defense,” Thunder
coach Scott Brooks said.

The stats that doomed the Heat:
A 21-11 difference in turnovers, a
22-9 disparity in points off turn-
overs, and the Thunder getting up
92 shots to Miami’s 68.

“To leave a real competitive de-
fensive game like that on the table

J Pat CARTER/AP

The Heat’s Shawne Williams, right, tries to steal the ball from the Thunder’s Kevin Durant during the
second half Tuesday in Miami. The Thunder won 94-86.

is pretty disappointing,” Heat
coach Erik Spoelstra said.

Westbrook grabbed 10 re-
bounds, Durant added eight re-
bounds and eight assists, Reggie
Jackson scored 16 points and
Anthony Morrow added 12 for
Oklahoma City — who were nine
games under .500 in late Novem-
ber, when Durant was still side-
lined with a broken foot.

The Thunder are 13-5 with Du-
rant in the lineup, and now win-
ners of 18 of their last 26 — but

Durant said getting over the .500
mark meant “nothing.”

“We have to keep pushing,”
Durant said. “We’re not worried
about it. We didn’t come in here
and rejoice because we're over
.500.”

Dwyane Wade scored 18 points
and Chris Bosh added 16 for
Miami, which fell to 7-13 at home.

Durant was 0-for-8 from three-
point range — matching the sec-
ond-worst showing of his career
— and the Thunder got to the foul
line only 10 times, less than half

their team average coming into
the night.

It didn’t matter, especially after
Miami shot only 42 percent in the
final three quarters. Miami had
three shots to tie or take the lead
in the fourth quarter, all of them
missing and the Thunder would
eventually pull away.

The game was the exact mid-
point of the regular season for
both teams. Oklahoma City went
21-20 in its first 41 games, Miami
went 18-23.

“Trying,” Wade said, when
asked to describe the season’s
first half.

Spurs 109, Nuggets 99:
Kawhi Leonard had 17 points and
15 rebounds in another strong
outing since returning from a
hand injury, leading San Antonio
to its fourth straight win.

Tony Parker scored 18 points
and Tim Duncan added 16, all in
the second half, to help the Spurs
beat the Nuggets for the fifth
straight time.

College roundup

Harrisons help Kentucky hold off Vandy

The Associated Press

LEXINGTON, Ky. — With Kentucky’s slim
lead threatened by a Vanderbilt squad that
wouldn’t go away, Aaron Harrison coolly
stepped up to drain the clutch three-pointer
that has become a familiar sight for the top-
ranked Wildcats.

Twin brother Andrew Harrison provided a
little more cushion with a layup a minute later
before Aaron sealed Tuesday night’s hard-
fought 65-57 victory with two free throws that
kept the Wildcats perfect on a night that fea-
tured plenty of blemishes.

All of those flaws were forgotten thanks to
the Harrisons’ 11 combined points down the
stretch, with nine coming from Aaron.

“He’s as good as any player in the country
the way he played in the second half,” Ken-
tucky coach John Calipari said of his sopho-
more guard.

Aaron Harrison, whose clutch threes earned
Kentucky three straight NCAA tournament
wins last spring, finished with 14 points, all in
the second half. Andrew Harrison added five
points as Kentucky (18-0, 5-0 Southeastern
Conference) survived its third tight game in
five league contests.

“I just wanted to do everything I could to
help the team win,” said Aaron Harrison, who
made four of seven from the field including

two threes. “I knew I had to get my energy
together and I did in the second half, which
helped me play better.”

Kentucky needed that resolve to put away
Vanderbilt (11-7, 1-4).

The Wildcats didn’t lead by double digits
until early in the second half.

“I thought we did some good things,” Van-
derbilt coach Kevin Stallings said. “We just
didn’t do quite enough. There’s really no con-
solation in doing some good things and can’t
do enough to win. I thought we rebounded for
the most part fairly effectively.”

No. 6 Wisconsin 82, No. 25 lowa 50:
Frank Kaminsky had 13 points and 11 re-
bounds, and host Wisconsin relied on tough
defense to rout Iowa.

Sam Dekker added 17 points and eight
boards for the Badgers (17-2, 5-1 Big Ten), who
won their second straight since losing starting
point guard Traevon Jackson to a foot injury.

No. 9 lowa State 77, Kansas State 71:
Monte Morris hit a floater with 37 seconds
left and host Iowa State held off Kansas State,
moving into a tie for first place in the Big 12.

Jameel McKay had 15 points off the bench
for the Cyclones (14-3, 4-1), who joined No. 11
Kansas atop the league. Iowa State beat Kan-
sas in Ames 86-81 on Saturday.

Davidson 77, No. 22 Dayton 60: Fresh-

Bos LeveroNE/AP

" i, left,

i S
his team’s 77-60 upset win over No. 22
Dayton with teammate Jordan Barham.

man Peyton Aldridge had 22 points and senior
Tyler Kalinoski added 21, and the sharp-
shooting host Wildcats earned their first win
over a ranked opponent this season.

Davidson was 12-for-23 from three-point
range, helping to erase a 26-point loss to Rich-
mond three days earlier.

San Diego State 77, Air Force 45: Ageel
Quinn hit five three-pointers and finished
with 17 points to lead San Diego State.

DeLovell Earls scored eight points off the
bench to lead Air Force (8-10, 1-6). The Fal-
cons were outrebounded 33-19.
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Briefly

Aoki brings humor,
personality to Giants

The Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO — Nori
Aoki is offering a bold challenge
to World Series MVP Madison
Bumgarner, one of his new San
Francisco Giants teammates.

“I've heard that Madison likes
to wrestle, I think I'm going to
initiate the wrestling,” the left
fielder joked
Tuesday.

Aoki
brings more
than just a
big person-
ality and
sense of
humor to the
World Series
champions.
Manager
Bruce Bochy
is projecting him as the team’s
starting left fielder, while noting
Aoki’s versatility allows him to
fill in for Angel Pagan in center
field and Hunter Pence in right as
needed. Pagan will begin spring
training next month as the lead-
off hitter, another job Aoki can
handle with his speed and ability
to steal bases.

Aoki finalized his $4.7 million,
one-year contract Monday and
was formally introduced a day
later at AT&T Park. Both sides
appear hopeful he could stick
around beyond this season.

Bochy figures Aoki might re-
consider the wrestling match
once he lines up next to the 6-
foot-5, 235-pound Bumgarner.

Aoki played last season with
Kansas City, which lost the World
Series to the Giants in seven
games.

“T've always liked the city of
San Francisco but not only that
I've always had admiration for
the Giants and the history they’ve
had,” Aoki said. “Having played
against them the last three years,
they played together as a team.
They have a team that has a
chance to play for a champion-
ship each year.”

Aoki, 33, receives a $4 million
base salary this year, and the Gi-
ants have a $5.5 million option for
2016 with a $700,000 buyout. The
option would become mutual if
Aoki has 550 plate appearances
this year, and he would receive
the buyout if he exercises the op-
tion and the team declines.

Aoki can earn an additional $1.5
million in performance bonuses
each year based on plate appear-
ances: $100,000 each for 400, 425,
450, 475 and 500; and $250,000
apiece for 525, 550, 575 and 600.
The team will release him at the
end of the contract, making him a
free agent again.

Aoki hit .285 with a home run,
six triples, 22 doubles and 43
RBIs over 132 games in his lone
season with the Royals after two
in Milwaukee. He also stole 17
bases.

In other baseball news:

m Qutfielder Colby Rasmus
has agreed to an $8 million, one-

year contract with the Houston
Astros.

The deal was announced Tues-
day, a day after Houston dealt
last year’s starting center fielder,
Dexter Fowler, to the Chicago
Cubs.

The 28-year-old Rasmus start-
ed 80 games in center field for the
Toronto Blue Jays last season and
has played both right and left field
in his six-year big league career.
He batted .225 with 18 homers
and 40 RBIs last season after hit-
ting 22 home runs with 66 RBIs
in 2013.

Boxer Taylor pleads
not guilty to charges

LITTLE ROCK, Ark. — Box-
ing champion Jermain Taylor is
free after he pleaded not guilty
to pointing a gun at a man’s head
and threatened to shoot three
small children at an Arkansas
parade.

Pulaski County Sheriff’s Capt.
Carl Minden said Wednesday
that Taylor needs to surrender
after his bond was revoked in an
earlier firearms case. Minden
said if Taylor doesn’t surrender,
deputies will “go get him.”

Taylor was arraigned Tues-
day on charges of aggravated
assault, endangering the welfare
of a minor and marijuana posses-
sion. He was released on $50,000
bond.

Fisher fires 7-under 65
to lead Qatar by 1

DOHA, Qatar — Oliver Fisher
carded eight birdies on the open-
ing day to take a solo one-shot
lead at the Qatar Masters on
Wednesday.

The Englishman’s only blem-
ish in a 7-under-par 65 was when
he bogeyed the 13th hole, but he
edged Rafael Cabrera-Bello of
Spain by one stroke on an event-
ful first day at Doha Golf Club.

Ernie Els and Paul Lawrie
were among 11 players tied for
third at 5 under.

Cardinals lineman
pledges $1.6M to Miami

CORAL GABLES, Fla. — Cal-
ais Campbell’s fallback plan for a
career was to work in advertising,
which he studied at the Universi-
ty of Miami.

Fortunately for him, football is
working out just fine.

Fortunately for the Hurricanes,
he’s also now giving back.

The Pro Bowl defensive line-
man from the Arizona Cardinals
announced Wednesday that he
has pledged $1.6 million — the
largest single gift ever by a for-
mer Hurricanes’ player — to the
school with the purpose of per-
petually funding a scholarship for
a defensive lineman.

Jack DemPSEY/AP

John Elway, left, Del general

and of footbal
bucked the recent trend by I||r|ng former offensive coordinator Gary Kublak as the Broncos head coach.

Teams on the defensive

Many recent head coach hires have like-minded roots

BY ARNIE STAPLETON
The Associated Press

ENGLEWOOD, Colo. — John Elway broke the
mold.

The Denver Broncos general manager bucked
this year’s trend when he hired his former backup
QB and offensive coordinator Gary Kubiak as his
head coach.

Every other head coach vacancy that’s been filled
has gone to men with defensive roots: John Fox in
Chicago, Jack Del Rio in Oakland, Jim Tomsula
in San Francisco, Rex Ryan in Buffalo and Todd
Bowles with the Jets.

0ddly, every one of those teams also
had trouble on offense in 2014.

So did the Falcons, the only head
coaching vacancy that hasn’t been
filled.

It appears that offensive coordinators
Josh McDaniels of New England and

was a

“Bill Belichick

defensive guy
and he’s doing

year, you might have more people who come from
the offensive side of the ball as opposed to the de-
fensive. And third, anybody that’s asked for my ad-
vice, I have said, ‘Hire the best person regardless of
orientation.””

The only other factor that should come into the
equation is previous head coaching experience, Po-
lian said.

That certainly burnished the resumes of Fox, Del
Rio and Ryan. Fox was 49-22 in four seasons in Den-
ver even though the Broncos came up short in the
playoffs each year.

Interestingly, teams led by head coaches with
offensive roots had an average rank of
16.1 in points per game this season to
16.0 for defensive coaches (excluding
the Raiders, who switched mid-season
from defensive to offensive). The season
started with 16 offensive and 16 defen-
sive coaches.

So, there was essentially no difference

Adam Gase, Peyton Manning’s co-archi- retty in performance on average based on the
tect in Denver, will have to keep waiting a p . g_°°d exgertise of the head c()a(g:}L

as defensive coordinators Dan Quinn of [§ job with his “Yeah, if you want to use that metric,”
Sheattle1 and ?‘ejtroit‘s Tery} ﬁustin are l§ offense.” Polian said. “When you use the word ‘ex-
the only candidates to get follow-up in- . pertise’ of the coach, would you presume
terviews with the Falcons. Jack Del Rio k oy d

If Quinn is the choice, the Falcons will
have to wait to offer him the job until
after Seattle plays New England in the
Super Bowl on Feb. 1.

Quinn’s star rose with the Seahawks’ 43-8 wal-
loping of Elway’s Broncos in last year’s Super Bowl,
something NFL Network analyst Terrell Davis be-
lieves has driven this defensive shift, along with the
aerial fireworks show the league has become.

“One, you look at who won the Super Bowl last
year. They’ve got a formula people want,” Davis
said. “They’ve got a good quarterback and their of-
fense was good; it just wasn’t as good as their de-
fense. If you have a good defense, you can mask a lot
of deficiencies on offense. And two, it really is about
offenses in this league and if you can stop them.”

Then again, Davis said, it could just be
coincidence.

“Maybe it just happens to be the best candidates
are defensive coaches,” Davis said.

There’s no ambiguity about it, insisted former NFL
executive and current ESPN analyst Bill Polian.

“Each hire, each situation is different. That’s one
part of the puzzle,” Polian said. “The second part
is the pool of candidates is what it is. In any given

Oakland head coach

that Bill Belichick knows only defense?
OK, so that’s my point. If you hire a good
coach, he understands both sides of the
ball, how it fits, how he wants to do it, how it fits his
personnel, etc. etc. We’re hiring head coaches here,
not coordinators.”

Raiders owner Mark Davis was initially looking
for an offensive-minded coach to help quarterback
Derek Carr develop, something he told Del Rio in
their first conversation.

“And Jack said, ‘Whoa, whoa, whoa, stop! I know
about offense as well,”” Davis said.

Labels don’t matter when you're a head coach, Del
Rio said, because if you're a “defensive guy,” quickly
“you become an offensive guy as well.”

He pointed to the two coaches who are in the
Super Bowl.

“Bill Belichick was a defensive guy and he’s doing
a pretty good job with his offense,” Del Rio said.
“Pete Carroll is a defensive guy in his background,
but he’s doing a pretty good job up there in Seattle
with their offense and with their team. So, I think
when you hire a head coach, you get that — you get
ahead coach.”

AP Sports Writers Josh Dubow, John Wawrow and Janie
MccCauley contributed.
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NFL PLAYOFFS

Probe: Social
media erupts
with cheating
accusations

FROM BACK PAGE

The Patriots, who beat the Indianapo-
lis Colts 45-7 for the AFC title, said they
were cooperating with the league, and a
Seahawks spokesman said the team would
defer to the league on the matter.

The NFL began looking into the issue
not only because doctoring the footballs
could provide a competitive advantage, but
because it would compromise the integrity
of the game.

Deflating a football can change the way
it’s gripped by a player or the way it trav-
els through the air. Under NFL rules, each
team provides balls each game for use
when its offense is on the field. The balls
are inspected before the game by the of-
ficiating crew, then handled during the
game by personnel provided by the home
team.

Social media responses were quick
late Tuesday night and into Wednesday

morning.

'] . “11 of 12 balls

My belief  under-inflated can

is that there anyone spell cheat-

ing!!! #Just Saying”

ShOI_"IfI be was the tweet from

a minimum Hall of Fame re-
air—pressure ceiver Jerry Rice.

. “So we get to play
requirement e game again or
but not a nah? ??”  tweeted

: Colts  cornerback
maxm:um. Darius Butler.
There’s no Packers quarter-

dva in back Aaron Rodg-
a nt.age' n ers said on ESPN
my opinion. ”

radio in Milwaukee
that he didn’t like
how referees who
inspected balls be-
fore games take air out of the game balls.

“I have a major problem with the way it
goes down, to be honest with you,” Rodg-
ers said. “The majority of the time, they
take air out of the football. That, for me, is
a disadvantage.”

“My belief is that there should be a mini-
mum air-pressure requirement but not a
maximum,” Rodgers said. “There’s no ad-
vantage, in my opinion. We’re not kicking
the football. There’s no advantage in hav-
ing a pumped-up football.”

Patriots quarterback Tom Brady said the
investigation was the least of his worries.
And tight end Rob Gronkowski tweeted a
photo of himself spiking the ball with the
words: “WARNING GRONKING MAY
CAUSE DEFLATION.”

Patriots coach Bill Belichick on Tuesday
deferred questions about the investiga-
tion, saying reporters should ask league
officials. Belichick earlier said he wasn’'t
aware there was an issue until Monday,
and promised to “cooperate fully with
whatever the league wants us to, whatever
questions they ask.”

Belichick, of course, was fined $500,000
in 2007 for having an assistant spy on the
New York Jets’ defensive signals.

Colts coach Chuck Pagano said he did not
notice issues with the football and didn’t
specify when asked whether the Colts had
reported the issue to officials.

“We talk just like they talk to officials
(before the game),” he said. “We have an
opportunity to talk to the officials about a
lot of things.”

Aaron Rodgers
Packers QB

Jerr CHIu/AP

Green Bay’s Sam Shields, left, intercepts a pass intended for Seattle’s Jermaine Kearse during the first half of the NFC
Championship game Sunday in Seattle. Kearse caught only one pass in the game, but it was the game-winner in overtime.

There when it counted

Kearse’s only catch sent Seahawks to Super Bowl

By Tim Boorn
The Associated Press

RENTON, Wash.
ermaine Kearse was having an NFC
championship game to forget.

The first two times Kearse even
got his fingers on a pass from Seattle
quarterback Russell Wilson, the ball ended
up in the hands of a Green Bay defensive
back. Those two deflected interceptions
were sandwiched around two other at-
tempted passes from Wilson to Kearse that
were also picked off.

Four targets. Four interceptions. Four
miserable moments for Kearse and the
Seahawks.

“I just told myself not to feel sorry for
myself, to keep pushing through,” Ke-
arse said. “Things aren’t always going to
be perfect, things aren’t always going to
go your way, but it tells a lot about a per-
son’s character on how they respond when
things aren’t going well. Things are easy
when things are going well, but how do you
respond when they’re not?”

Kearse’s response was a moment that
will be remembered in Seattle Seahawks
history in the same regard as Richard
Sherman’s deflection in the NFC champi-
onship game against San Francisco a year
earlier. In the same end zone as Sherman’s

DeaN Rutz, SeATTLE Times/TNS

Seattle wide receiver Jermaine Kearse
celebrates after making the 35-yard
touchdown catch that won the game.

play, Kearse caught Wilson’s 35-yard TD
toss 3:19 into overtime to send Seattle to its
second straight Super Bowl.

Wilson noticed Green Bay with all of its
defenders near the line of scrimmage and
no safety covering the middle of the field.
He made a check with Kearse, who also no-
ticed the coverage. Kearse’s job was simply
to beat cornerback Tramon Williams to the
inside, keep position to the post and wait
for Wilson’s pass to arrive.

“I've seen him make so many plays
before. When you see a guy that makes
so many plays in practice, so many plays
throughout big-time games, NFC cham-
pionship game last year ... Doug Baldwin,
too, you just continue to trust those guys,”
Wilson said. “They show me every day in
practice and so when somebody messes up
or I mess up or don’t throw the ball right,
whatever happens, I'm just going to keep
coming back to them.”

Two of the four interceptions that were
intended for Kearse were Wilson’s fault.
He underthrew Kearse on a deep pass
into double coverage early in the second
quarter and later was short with a throw
to the front corner of the end zone. Seattle
coach Pete Carroll said he believed Wilson
misjudged the wind on both of the under-
thrown passes.

But the other two interceptions hit Ke-
arse in the hands. The most costly — it ap-
peared — was the pass that was deflected
to Green Bay safety Morgan Burnett with
5:04 left and Green Bay holding a 19-7 lead.
Kearse couldn’t even get to all the negative
reactions on Twitter from the first four
quarters. There was too much praise for
his one catch of the day.

“I couldn’t even get to the bad stuff,” Ke-
arse said. “I don’t worry about all that stuff
— it just comes down to us as a team.”
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Oklahoma City beats Miami, finally
climbs above .500 » NBA, Page 29

NFL PLAYOFFS

Deflate-Gate?

Probe continues into whether
Patriots under-inflated footballs

By BARRY WILNER
The Associated Press

he NFL says its investigation

into whether the New England

Patriots used under-inflated

footballs in the AFC champion-
ship game is ongoing after a report late
Tuesday claimed the league found 11
balls were not properly inflated.

Troy Vincent, the NFL executive vice
president for football operations, told
The Associated Press the “investiga-
tion is underway and we’re still awaiting
findings.”

Inside:

B New head coaching
hirings lean toward
defense, Page 30

Vincent was responding to an ESPN re-
port that cited anonymous league sourc-
es saying 11 of the Patriots’ 12 allotted
game footballs were under-inflated by 2
pounds per square inch of air. ESPN did
not say how that occurred.

Vincent said earlier Tuesday he ex-
pected the probe to be concluded by the
end of the week. The last thing the NFL
wants after a difficult season off the field
is a potential cheating scandal that dis-
rupts Super Bowl week. New England
faces the Seattle Seahawks on Feb. 1 in
Glendale, Ariz.

SEE PROBE ON PAGE 31
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Official game balls for Super Bowl XLIX wait to be laced Tuesday
at the Wilson Sporting Goods Co., in Ada, Ohio. The New England
Patriots are accused of under-inflating the game balls they used to
beat Indianapolis 45-7 in the AFC championship game on Sunday.

Rick OSENTOSKI/AP
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